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PS/SECRETARY OF STATE (L) [1] -~ B

PRIME MINISTER’S MEETING WITH MR MOLYNEAUX

Roderic Lyne has been drafted for
Minister will wish to

The attached letter to

you to send on the assumption that the Prime

act on the Secretary of State’s recommendation that he should see

aux personally to brief him about the latest position on

Mr Molyne

the Joint Declaration following the Ministerial meeting tomorrow
morning.

2} The letter, which covers a pbrief speaking note for the

Prime Minister and alternative copies (with and without
underlinings) of the latest draft (JD15) suggests that the Prime
Minister seek to maintain Mr Molyneaux'’s acquiescence, if not his
endorsement, for the Joint Declaration, while making it clear that
it is the Government’s intention now to make the Declaration. The
draft suggests that the Prime Minister demonstrates to Mr
Molyneaux the improvements that had been made — with his help - to
the current draft and explain his view that there would be
considerable political advantages to be drawn from making the
Declaration even if it failed to bring about an immediate
cessation of violence by the Provisionals.
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J In vi z
iew of Mr Molyneaux’s current state of mind it also

suggests .
ikl that the Prime Minister tells Mr MolyneauX, 2 a
nc
bef ing gesture, that the Government intends to make clear
eror ] . : 4 k -
e Christmas that it will invite the House 11 the New vyear to

agr . .
gree to establish a Northern 1reland gelect committee:

un i A ;
derlines the Government’s view that an lnternal settlement pased
t pbe able to command the wide support

tnstead, Mr Molyneaux’s
erstood, but

made

It also

on Strand One alone would no
which it would have to have to gucceed.
ond strand One is
strand 2 when the time is right 1is

reluctance to move bey gues now is und

the need to progress to

clear.
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