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29 OCTOHER 199

the draft text and suyyested amenaments
(as FCO teleyrall numher 207 to
the text by telephone this
ries of consultations with

Thank you f{Or
which you sent me overnignt

UKREP Brussels). We discussed
morning, and [ have since liad a se

Quentin Thomas.

The upshot 1s that, at 2 pm Brussels rime, I ldve 1 eached

agreement with Michael Manser and Noel Dorr on 4 joint
statemnmant which has been approved by the raoiseach and the

Prine Minlster.

I'he Lext of the jnint stutement f0llOwWS this fax.

now be Lthat:

1he segquence of events will

Minister and the Taoiseach will have a
pilateral meeting fOr about half an hour in the
course of the afternaon. I cannot yel say exactly

when this will take place.

- The Prime

> There will be a mute photocall when they meet.
Gus O'Donnell dnd the Irish Press

= AfLer the meetring,
ent to the press.

Officer will give the 1oint statem

= After a further interval, the 1wWO dgelegations will

give separate pPress briefings. There will not be a4
joint press conrerence vf the Lwo principals. O of
“helr Pressiofficers s but wecahave agreed with the
\rysh that we shall both Urief with care, basing

' ourselves closely on the joint text.

addressees will wish Co keep therrext
(1n case of any further changes, though
untll you know that we nhave put 1T

You and CcoOpY
! Cclusely undetr WELApRS
-hefue ought not to be any)

| OWVNG.

jeave LT TOo you to decide what ACT10Ml Lo take vOver

Wwith the cunstitutional paitlies. YOou may see
5 soon as you know that we

May 1
Lhe >Laleindnnl
moerict in brieflng Molyn€aux et al a
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2@ golng public, in order to pornt out to them the
considerable virtues of this document (1ncluding the clear
Statement that the Hume /Adams report has not been endorsed or
evVen passed on: the [élteration of the consent principle; and

the clear, renewed commi¥ment by the Irish Government to
SUpport tor the talks process).

You will also no doubt be considering how to follow up

the joint statement over the weekend in press interviews and
commentary.

I am sending copiles of this letter to John Sawers
(Foreign and Commonwealth Office), Melanie leech (Cabinet
Office) and to David Blatherwick in Dublin.

RODERIC LYNE

Jonathan Stephens Esqg
Northern Ireland Office
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