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Yesterday's seven-hour meeting between the British and Irish Governments has
Put the search for peace in our island on to a new plane. Soth Governments
are now totally comitted o securing a formula, if it is at all possible,

that will enable both traditions in Ireland to embark on a new era of trust.

I an not saying this to mininise the difficulties that still face the peace
process. Very profound questions of principle and language still divida us.
What we are trying to do is made more difficult by the fact that we are each
trying to reach a different audience - and those audiences are far from being
reconciled to one another.

But the work of peace that has been going on for many months is now reaching a
new intensity, And I want to emphasise that the work we are engaged in is
about peace - nothing more. Those who, 1ke Dr Paisley in Dublin yesterday,
accuse us of plotting a takeover of Northern Ireland are fooling themselves
and misrepresenting their own people.

The setclenent we want, and the peace fornula e seek, is cne that threatens
nobody. It {s not about taking over anything. It is based on one thing, and
one thing only - that too many people have died and suffered already, too many
fanilies have been shattered. This process is about putting a stop to that -
and that's all. There fs no hidden agenda.

And 50, this annual meeting takes place at a sensitive and, possibly, at an
historic tine. [ can think of nothing nore appropriate than that woen should
cone together to make the kind of contribution to reconciliation that is so
necessary.




In its seninal report, the OPSAHL Comnission said:

In Northern Ireland, as elsewhere, poverty often wears a fenale face. Wonen
are more vulnerable to poverty than sen, and it is nainly woten who bear the
burden of managing poverty, which can be both stressful and tine consuming.
Their alienation fron the political system is more acute than mens. Yet it is
wonen who are often the mainstay of comunity groups and the kind of infornal
politics that they can represent.”

If it 15 true, as [ believe it is, that woren bear more of the burden of
poverty, then it is also true that women pick up the pieces Teft by violence,
hatred, and fear.

It s wonen who have to cope with grief, women who have to put families back
together, wonen who have to carry on, often alone. No one has more right than
women to shout stop to the endless cycle of violence. Ho one has nore right
to deaand tnat peace be given the highest priority.

The priority of peace is now, as I have said, the priority of both
Governnents. The pressure has cone from a moral inperative. But it has been
enphasised by the huge community support, and the overwhelming demand from
people in all parts of this island to bring hate to an end.

The only possible way forward is through reconciliation. The only agreenent
that can sustain itself over tine is an agreenent betueen the two traditions
in Northern Irel

That agreenent must be fresly entered into. It must be about how the two
traditions can live and work together on the island that both call home. It
nust be based on a respect for diffarence - an agreenent which is inposed on
the communities, and which seeks to crush the differences between them, is 3
recipe for continued violence.

Further, it must be based on the recognition that the rights and allegiances
of both communities are equally valid. That means something a great deal more
profound than it might seem. It means that we in the Republic of Ireland must
be prepared to recagnise, and to preserve and protect, the rights of Unionists
as British subjects and citizens. In effect, the guarantee that they have now
that their status can only be changed with their consent is samething that we
nust be prepared to honour.




The work that the two Governments are engaged in is the noblest work of all,
It s the work of pesce. Hhat the two Gove trying o say to the
commnities js this - “laok, what you agree is up to you. Nothing will happen
nithout your consent <o 1t (and that apples to bath comunities). Our task

IS to enabe you to talk to each other, and o agres with other. 1 peseibie.
against a background fres of viglence.

That's aTl. As I said earlier, there is no hidden agenda in the discussions
Setween the Govermaents. The [rish Governaent has said, again and again, that
it is not trying to determine the future of Northern Ireland

That is a matter for the people of Northern Ireland,

and then alone, What the
peace process will do -

if it works - will be to create a clinate, in which
fear and hatred might recede into the background, and in hich reason and
dialogue can replace then.

The communities are war weary. The politicians are war meary. Even, perhaps
rorists are war weary. If there is an opportunity to capitalise
uade the terrorists to Tay down arms without compromising
fundanental principles, then it must be grasped. Hhat we want is an end of
hatred, and the beginnings of working together

For us, "Ireland without its people means nothing”. That's why we argue that
peace is 4 igh prize, and that's why we say that the future has to have hope
- the hope of reconcilfation, trust, and dialogue.

1f women are entitled to peace, then they are entitled to demand 25
nell that there should be a peace dividend. If equality between comunities
and traditions is to be the comnerstone of our future, as it nust be, then
other forns of equality must underpin that concept. Above all, the principle
of equality between voren and men must be used to underpin any new dynamic in
Ireland.

We have made some progress. For fnstance, we are placing an enphasi
second-chance education to enhance equality. We are stressing the inportance
of equality and equity at every level of our education system. e are
determined to ensure the provision of adequate childcere facilities to make
the aspiration of a second chance in education a rea:

Throughout our Programse for Governent equality is a key word. The
TegisTation and structures that we are putting in place are ained at ensuring
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that the principle of greater equality informs all our dealings - ik
principle nust include not just woren, and not ust women at work
ravelters, enfgrants, youg people, people with 4 d aanility.

It must include pects of the 1ife of the comu
R Honte T o e ros i s e play.
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I belfeve that peace is a great pri
sacrifices for. 1 believe that pe.
for the div:

. a prize worth taking risks and making
is worthwhile for its oun sake, but also

end it will give us a1l
The dynamic that wil) flow from peace, the psychological breakthrough it
involves for everyone 11ving on this island, #i1 give a new and added
to the work that each of you do. 1t will
to equality part of our culture. It will
dornant for years. Above all, it will fre
associated with, to use the Taoiseach's recent phrase, “walls of wilting
floners and an eternity of tears’.

fore coneluding, © want to refer briefly to the book v are Tauching today.
It is called “Confroting rance’ and we are publishing it is co-
operation with cialists. While the book is essentially
a collect t sets out o address, in as honest a way as we
can, many of the issues that divide people - in Horthern Ireland, and
throughaut the island of While racisn has never been a feature of
Irish 1ife, there are too many areas where intolerance has contributed to our
problens, and too many areas where tolerance would contribute to a better
Ireland.

ro

No where is that more true than in the general are of the search for equality,
and in the particular area of the search for peace, which are both bound up
with one another. 1 hope therefore that this record of the Party's position
in relation to these fundamental fssues will make its own contribution to the
building of a mare tolerant and equal society.
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