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The Taoiseach and the Britsh Prime Minister acknowledge that the most
urgent and important ssue facing the people of Ireland, North and South, and
the British and Irsh Governments together,is to remove the causes of confict

to overcome the legacy of history and to heal the divisions which have

ted, re

nising that the absence of a a

g and satisfactory settiement

of refationships between the peopies of both isiands has cor

tributed to

continuing tragedy and suffering

“They consider that the development of the European Community, in which

both countries are partners, provides a broader framework for Brilsh-Irsh

relationships and wil be a force for helping to recor

cle progressively the
historic confict stil taking place in Northern Ireland. The challenges and

‘opportunities of the European Single Market wil, of themselves, require new

‘approaches to serve interests common to both parts of Ireland,

“The Taoiseach and the British Prime Minister are convinced of the inestimable
Value to both their peoples of healing divisions in Ireland and of ending a
‘confict which has been so manifestly to the detriment of all. Both recognise

that

the ending of dvisions can come about only through the agreerment and
cooperation of the people, North and South, representing both traditions in
Ireland. They therefore make a solemn commitment to promote ooperation at
allevels;, @ the basis of the fundamental principles, undertakings and

obligations under international agreements, to wh

they have jointly

commitied themsalves It is their i to foster agreement and reconciliation,

leading to a new poli ang passing

the whole isk

andts relations with the neighbouring istand
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The Prime Minister r

ates on behalf of the British Government

at they

have no selfish strategic pe#al or economic interest in Northern Irelan

Theirprimary interest s to see peace, stabilty and reconciiation estabiished
by agreement among althe people who inhabitthe isiand, and they wil work
together with the Irish Government to achieve such an agreement, which wil
embrace the totaly of relationships. The role of the Brtish Government wil be
to encourage, assist and enabie such agreement over a period thiough a
process of dilogue and cooperation based o ful respect fo the rights and
identites of both traditons in Ireland. They accept that such agreement may,
as ofright, take the form of agreed independent structures fo the isiand as a

who. B Govermenty agreaghat i for the people of the island of reland
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on the basi

e basis o ooy ghen consensNort and Sout [Ty reafmasa \
Fincng obigaton tat ey il for thi par, mvoduce e necessary

legaton 0 gveafect 01, or o any messur o agreament on future
testonsips i land wich h pecple g i land may hemsoles hes-
o colciueydetrmins wihoutextemal mpecient and on abass of
concurentNorh St consen. They beleve thathe peope of Brtain veud
wish, in rendihip to llsides, to &a6aciage the people o reland to reach

agreement on ho

hey may live together in harmony and in partnership, with
respect for their diverse traditions and with full recognition of the special links
and the uniqus relationship which exist between the peoples of Britain and

reland.

The Taoiseach, on behalf of the Irsh Government, considers that the lessons
of ish history, and especially of Northern Ireland, show that stabilty and
wel-being wil not be found under any poliical system which i refused

allegiance or rejected on grounds of identity by a significant minority of those.
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qoverned by . Ho accepts, on behalf of the rish Government that the
emacrati ight o slt-determinaton by the peapie o reland as a whole must
s achieved and exercised with the agreement and consent ofthe people o
Northern reand and must, consistent with jusica and ecuity. respect the
democrati dignity and the v righ ofbo

communiies, sy, Ce s lenlon i oiZots
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“The Irsh Government

ordingly commit themselves to working in the spirit

and on the basis of the Report of the New Ireland Forum to create insti

tions.
and structures which, while respecting the diversity of the peopie of Ireland,

would enable them to work together in al areas of common interest. This will

help over a period to build the.

st necessary to end past divisions, leading to

an agreed and peaceful fu

Such siructures would, of course, includs
Institutional recogniton of the special links that exist between the peoples of
Britain and Ireland as part of the totalty of relationships, whie taking account
of newy forged links with the restof Europe.

In the iht of thei jont commitment to promote the foregoing objectives, the
Taoiseach has indicated to the Britsh Prime Minister his intention of
establishing a permanent rsh Convention to consult and adise on the steps
reqired to remove the barriers of distrust which at present divide the people of
Ireland and which stand in the way of the exercise in common by them of
selfdetermination on a basis of equalty. It willbe open 1 the Convention to
make recommendations on ways in which agreement, as defined in the Forum

Report, and respect for

e rights and identies of both traditions in Ireland

o and estabished. i & goust
autheriy of the Irsh Consiitution; and the insttutions established under it/ It
will be a fundamy

ntal guiding principle of the Convention that alldiferences




between the Iist

ople relating to the exer

selt-datermination wil be re:

ed exclusively by pe:

ocess and wish to share in

ireland's pol ure and the vl




