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Dear lr.King,

Mr.John llume has told you that,for the past year OT so,I.have been %
working with hin,privately and confidentially,to open the way to & Just’and_las ing
peace for every interest and every party concerned in the pre;ent conf}lct in
orthern Ireland.In varticular,I have been involved with him 1n & continual and
combined effort to persuade the l.r 5. to end their present campaign.l am aware,
Therefore,of the conversations he has had with you and the Horthern Iréland Office
ebout this matfer and of the way ihese conversations nave been developinge.

This letter should be read in the context of these developuents ‘3:nd.,'I
trust,as part of them because my purpose i writing it is to support what ;.;r..-;uxfle
has been seyinz and to give wmy OV understanding of the opportunity for peace with
the I.R.A. which,I am certain,is available to us at the present time.I am comvinced,
indeed, that we are now at a critical crosz-roads as fer as taking the gun, forever,
out of Irish politics is concerned.

; 7o set the points that I shell make in this letver ijn context,I would
like,first,vo exylain that my interest in thisz whole enteryrise is not political but
pastoral and moral.I know that a oriest,lilke the Church herself,cannot cet involved
in varty or nationslist politics nor can he tule sides in matvers of pwolitical :
ovinion and juigement Lt the same time,however,I believe that a priest,agzin like
the Church herselfl,nusv respond to the human and moral dimensions of 2 political
situation,especially in so far &s it involves ~.eople,wnoever they nay be,in suffer-
ing and tragedy.

I+ is this trazice dimension of the situation in llorthern Irelend that
concerns me i my work with lr.Bune. hatvever my orivete opinions may be,I en not,
as a ?riest,eitber for oxr a;;inst eXtY varticular,political form of solution to the
conflict,no matter what it wight be,srovided it is just and accestable to the people
as a whole. 5

Yy only aim is to helo those peorle
will be killed,injured or imprisoned over tl.e
versonal tragelies will blizht,not only their
to .lowm they are neer and dear.

who,if the present situation continues,

next few weelrs a2nd months and whose x

ownl lives,but also the lives of those 1
I can brings this explanation of my interest into sherper focus by sayinz

that it was the death of a U.D.X. soldier in South Armash about four year % “~ayln;

that sparked off the efforts I have been meking since t}jen to end o'xcy 3 e

the violent situation which is causing such tregedies. e =

I hove been involved in the processes of peace-making since the troubl
R es

began in 1963,sometines at the level of political and Church leadership,soumeti
2 ySouwetines

e a———, ning
i o ST



@/onarJ O%onaafery,

.@/onarcl Cgar(!en-’/ '
cézgeégsh :

B3 2RL.

Tel. PBolfast 241044 2.

in the prisons,sometimes across the political divide between Unionists and Natlor.lai-
ists but wost often at the level of the streets in Nationalist areas.Beceuse oi" ill-
ness,I gave up this kind of involvement for a number of years and it was only when
the U.D.R. man I mentioned was killed and I felt that the Church a.nd.prles?s like
myself could and should be playing a more active and effective role in ending these
kind of tragedies thet I became involved again.

liy role,therefore,as I see it,is to represent and %o do all I can ;oi}a{y
to save,the next person who may be killed or maimed,whoever he or she mey be,an S
next family that may be shattered,whercver that fanily ney live,because of the con-
tinuing conflict in Northern Ireland.

I would also like to explain my position regar
entiality.As a vriest of the Redemotorist Order,I am not subject or enswerable to
eny of the Irish bishops in the work I do for peace.l am answerable only to one other
priest,the superior of the Irish Province of the Redemptorists,who,at the present
time,is Father Ravhael Callagher C.Ss.,R. But even here,I am answerable only in a
general way,in the sense that I must work under his jurisdiction.vhat I do from day
to day,where I zo or whom I see,are matlers for my own discretion and need not be
knovm by anyone else.This means that,as far as any Church authority,either religious
or diocesan,is concerned,l am free to keep any confidences or any secrets regarding
my work within whatever limits I decide or within whatever limits I am asked to keep
them or,because of their nature,they need to be kept.

I shall comment,first,on the latest message you zave to ir.Hume because
it seriously questions the sincerity of the people with whom we are dealing and the
success of this whole enterprise depends,as you know,on the sincerity of everyone
concerned.

ding secrecy and confid-

For reasons which I shell give below,I am certain that the influential
people (only a few) on the Republican side who are dealing with this matter are
talking it very seriously and that they are,and will coniinue -to-be,sincere and hon-
ourable in their approzch to it.I am also certain that there is no intention on
their part to.embarrass or,much less,to deceive you or the Northern Ireland Office
in this matter or to seek to gain some short-term benefit from it for themselves.
On tke contrary,I know they regard this opportunity for peace as a criticzl one and
believe it would be a very grave tragedy if it were to be lost either through a
-aisunderstanding of their attitudes or a mis-handling of the opportunity itself.
This assessment of their sincerity is based on long experience and 2lso
on direct and personel kmowledge of treir constant attitude 1o ?h;;‘c-has besn b;r‘
ing, throuzh x>, !ume,over lhe past yeer. BRRR R
. _3“ 11821?~Lei:_‘;eri_eflce',Iilzxea?’aa e_‘;pc.erience that zoes back,in general .
to tha bajinining of 'the troubles' in 13509 and,in sarticuler,to the time in 1975
hen the last I.R.A. truce finally brole down.Apzrt fo: & “eriod of illrne :/[7)
have,during that time,been continually involved in activities related *o“-.)s-s,
meking.As & resuli,I have formed close versonal friendshins “.ith nanv : :ea.ce-
on both sides of the political divide in Northern Ireland,and not ieies cite O
of the Rejublican Tiovement (to use their ovm description t;:" thensel\;Z:) ;;l;ll Sante
tlierefore,a loar and per Yo)! F o+ ; y : > ave
; £ and personal knowledge of the veople on the Reublican e ’

who axe

Loy
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are co-operating with me at the
the years but especially to the
wy initiative,they firsl becanme

I can,therelore,say
enouzh and closely enough to de
not deceiving or using me or ir.Hume nor

time,four

in celation to whal we are all tryinz to do for peace.

certain that tlie messases given to you by
motivation and that they represent the
I understend that you also

leadership concerned to deliver asreemneats,e
Speaking,first,from iy own contact with the

eir ability to deliver
s to them.In view,nhovever,ol

4.1
1B

have no doubts aboul ti
formally comuwitted themselve
as a furbher re-agsurance O you,L de
received an authoritative
is correcus d

cided

I would like now to nalke some couments

meke a true and accurate assessment of the
we ‘are dealing and also of the opportunity
have said,I am certain is nov available to

In unking these comments,I ho»le
T use the lanzuage and the tewvminology of
because I believe that,to wnderstand their
way of putting things.

{1) ‘'he present military and.

nresent time,a knowlc

involved iil
that I lmow the people with
certain,beyond any shadovr
are they being us

auth
have res

and catesorical
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dge that goes pback through
ano,when,at ny invitation and ou
rpesent enterprise.

; whom I am dealing long
of doubt,that they ire

ed or deceived themnselves
Tor the same reason,l amn also
sincere and genuine in their
Henublican iTovement

years
cne

Tpellume are
entic attitude of the
ervations about the ebility of the
svecially arreements 2bout a truce.
situation,l can say that,personally,l
agreeneats in any avca,once they nad
{ your O reservations and
issue.As a result,l
sment of it

to check on this
assurance that my own assSes

~hich I hope will help you to

oresent attitude of the people with vihotl
of making peace with them wnichyas T
usS e

you will not nisunderstand me if,at times
the Republican aovement.I do so only

attitudes,one must listen to their om

Jolitical leadership is,in ay lony experienc

and Trom all the evidence available to me,the most noderate and the most political

1leadership of modern times,at

least,that is,since the present

1+oubles! besan in

1969.This,however,is o situation which,through circumstance or another,could change

very quiclkly.l mention thils
that every delay in mzking ajreeneats enc
peace.

’

z

+he British authorities,in
truce have been made,the Resublican leade

“art
FARS)

factor as a worrying one because,in nractice,il means
langers the present opportunity for meking

To grotect the confidence of everyone concerned,especially that of
o situntion where,as yot no fornal agreements about a

hin has been observing the strictest

secrecy concerning the centacts

that are bein; made thoush !M.lume.As a result,only

a few people on the Revublican side kno. anything
1T.R.%. as 'an army in tle field! has no knowledge
intelligence or overational levels.iny attengt to
with this situation would,it seeas,raise guestions
that would inevitably endanger the confidentiality

about them.This means that the
of them at any of its plamning,
interfere openly and directly
and cause the kind of talking
of the vresent contacts.

.
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“hile understanding that this is a genuine problem,I have constagtly
urged that,under some heading which would not endanger confidentiality,and in
view of the need to create a proper atmosphere for peace- talks,the activities
of the T.R.A, should be stopped at least to the point where people are no longer
the targets.You will understand that,in this xind of argument,one has to use’the-
lencuaze of the people concerned if one is to have any effect and that, at times
at least,one has to work with the principle that nalf a loaf is better than no
bread. =

T believe that my arguments hzve not been entirely in vain and that
they have had some effect..ie fact remains,however,that,until a formal gzreement
is made about a truce,the absolute need to protect everybody's confidence fust
nlace restrictions on what the leadership concerned can safely do,even with the
best intentions,to respond positively to my arguments. Y
the fact that,at the present stage of the contacts,where an arreenent apout a truce
has not been reacled and vwhere we are still only talking about talks,uncertainty
about the future prozress of the contacts and even about whether telks will ever
take place togetaew with doubts and mistrust engendered by & lonz history of sus-
sicion and hostility i1l continmue to weizh agzainst Ly zrrunents and azainst the
J-ind of decisions for whick T haove been askingZe

: The point I aa nd:ding in 211 snis is that,until & formal truce has been
azreed, the activities of the I.l.:2. snould not be related to the contzacts beinZ
nade throuzh lr.une becruse,at its active levels,it has no }nowledge of these
contacts.’lease God,it will continue to keep a low profile but,if anything more
atrocious than usuel should nappen,it should not be internreted as a comaent on
tha gresont contucts or as an attenyt to influence them or,most important of all
perhaps,as a sign that the leedershi) concerned are not sincere in their dealings
wvith use.

3) The official vesponse to 'the document' is,as I see it,a very signif-
cant one because it re_resents a change,not only of approach,but also of ettitude
to the whole question of holding talks with the 3ritish authorities.

Us to nou,the official approach to such talks has been that "we will talk
but,at the same time,ye will continue to fight".The fact that,now,an official
messagze, pearing the hirhest authority of the I.R.A. has been sent to you throush a
& = "
~erson of llr..ume's stancinz 2nd intezrity wni ¥ = T o= >
: o ‘ 1_'. .: s standing and ] ‘3%" ,c?f .IQZ.LCh I,vhon I know from long exper-
{ence they would not deceive,ds 17 1uS&-: ‘si~nificant but even more is the fact that
. e \ . . Q ’
in this message,there 1s no Su:estion of tulking and Tisnting et the same tine
Tmhis gi;ni€ic%pce,in p?rticu%ar,Fhould a0t be :}sscd becouse,as I read it,it rep-
resents a deliberate change 1n what,up to then,had deen official volicy.

?or.the pgst : :elve sears or so,that is,since the break-down of the last
T.R. %, truce in 1975 (as I know,only too well from lonz and sad experience),the
official policy towards jeace telks with the Uritish autlorities was edsen 1£If}wbne

1 3 : L ~ - . 2
1t was based on the »rinciple that +there was only one solution to the conflict e
formul declaration by the 3ritish suthorities that they intended to withdraw fron
Jreland.

one has also to contend with
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It was a principle that admitted no sossibility of compromise and,for

:ﬁiznﬁeiiof,zgire ﬁ?S,in‘the mind of the I.R.4.,only oné rg?}istictway of imp}::;l
asreed o maLe t?ih“z that sould zo on and on until the Brlfish aguh?ritles.fl 24
S this eolaratign.There Wus,the;efore,they seid ggaln and again,no
SIS ing truces,no point even in holding veace talks with anyone except on
theirc own azenda for a British withdrawel.

This,2s 1 have said,was escentially & ailitery cozicy and it expleins
why e bave to face the almost incredivle fact that it is now tielve years at least
since ihe T.R.4. last called an official teuce,even for the few days of Christmas.
Tt also expleins theiw obdurac; in the face of every ef fort,every pressure and every
arcument put forth,durinz those years,to persuade tren to chanze.In the face,for \
exa.: le,of constant anpeals wnd condemnations from religious,political and commer-
cial leaders,the noral pressures of peace-movements,the ailivary pressures of sec-
urity forces,they consistently refused,not only to stoxz,but even to cell a tempoI-
ary halt.rthe Pope ent down or his knees to implore them +o stop bus even his appe
vas i.mediatvely dismissed. hey ere told,wzain and ecain, that no politician of any
influence would speak to then ond that there would be no place for them at any peace
table unless they called a truce put,es2in and again,even this argument 7as rejected
out of hand.buring 211 those years,even & ponth's truce was,for then,too hish &
price to pay for the opzor gneal: to 4Ny Governmens 07 any o)

tunity to olitical or
»elizious leader,nc matter what his influence wizht be.

Tt is probably srue to say that aobody knows the <ruth of all this
better tnan I do beciuse 0F Y involvement in peace-making over those years.Ilt was,
as I have said,an almost incredible policy,the full exzlanation

of which lies out-
side the sco?e of this letter,excedt to say that it shows how the Rezublican move-
nent,during those

vears,vas in the orip of unyielding,almost fenatical,militexy
mindse
‘e come,then,to the messageé sent recently to you and,once again,I believe
jncredible fact - 2 +evolution or,at the very least,

we are presenaed witr an almoss
the beginning of a revolution in the of ficial attitude of the T.2.4. to peace, s
orities.'e shell see -vis if we look arain at th%:meﬁggge

telks with tne British auth
I have said,besrs the highest authority,:
that the I.R.A. are willing

+4s olzced in the hinds of &y JHune
to communicate with the

wliole question of
70T conditions for
= left out of the nessage.Only one cond-

rake place throus. thaeir own represent-

ee

wnich,as
and witnessed by me.lt says
British authorities,in 2 soitit of
peace provide This diz

S Wi ies ar
a down = that the dialozue aust
ot througi intermediaries.
The clear imslication of this nessage, then,is that the Republican move-
aent has its ova scenario for peace and thet,in any solitical dialogue with the
Sritish,it will stznd bY and uphold th: significance of its basic principles but,in
view of the explanation of prasent British policy ziven to them by ir.Hume in his

K Fents ony!the doclmshEy oy will,at the same ime,listen carefully to the Brit-
—jsh osoint of view and study their present scenario: for peace with a view to dis-
comaon ground and to seeing if and how the principles of their own scenario

Seace ta
ition 1is lai
atives znd 1

covering

i

T T
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can be reconciled with the principleékz; the British one. i
You will remember that there was & rather lon3 delay between the time
onse to itk

they received the document and the time they sent their resp

¥his is that & lot of hard thinking and nerd discussion took place,not only o the
political and peace imolications of the document itself but,also and especially,on
v . Hume's explenation of them.The result was that they decided to ado

political dialogue,the policy which lir,fune and T had been urzing on thead.
vou will also veucmber thet,at the time the respo .ag sent to 'the
docunent janother document,entitiled "4 Scenario for Teace" vas published by the
Simn FTein Party.l mention This beceuse I believe that the official Jescription of
This document,the main orinciple it enuncictes, the procedure it sets out for the
srinciple and the tinimz of its publication are all

initial implementation of this
peace-making in which Wwe are enyazed and have

related tc. the process of
ant and deliverately intended message for ite
A The first thing to note about this document 1is that: it is officially
aper'.Tais fact alone has a soecial i nificance Eor
: and the

+hat the solutions

i described as '"a discussion D

1er <han in the cO
eflects,therefore,the DO
ent and is another sizn

sec the signs of
les in the context of
fo-ce.Ths colitical s:

lorue rasi
~ein document ¥
he other docun

wolitical (cllel
irit of the Sinn
soirit of the message sont in wccponse to t
that that nessage was sincere.
he main principle of the
\ end,at the end of the day,the only urineci
peace) is that the Irish neopla as 2 whole hieve
Their document argues in favour of this and then sets out
which,in their view, the smplenentation of this principle
iced . - an All-Ireland nonstitutionil convention of the elected rep
all the Ixisk neople.
ihe next point 1o note is that the publication of the Sinn Tein doc-
unent co-incided with {he arrival of the officizl res.onse to the 'sent! document.
and,for tha’ reason,I also believe that

This,I believe,vwas not & mere co-incidence
an initial response %o the inplications of the

the published docunent wes,ir fect,

conlidential one as explained by —Tune, e veiled but deliberaie Republicaen
comnentox; on vhem,Ziven that this reeding ship between ithe two doc-
waents is coriech, Ve
dicscussion peler is very SiT
kind of public debate and dincussion,ev
vhich peves the vays it
idcals and vrinciples, given that
Tein "Scenario for Teace! st be seen,
ozue but also as an instruaent of nolitic

ce (the cardinal

3inn Pein scenario for pea
vle of the I.R.5% when it comes to making
tne rizht to self-determination.
the procedure throuzh
would be initially organ-
resentatives of

of the releatvion

Tact thatl
jricant beccuse iv sliovs zn inzention to open up the
en within the hepublican novement itself,
or new epproaches,nev jceas and new ways of interpreting old
this was,at least,one of its uurvoses,the Sinn
not only as an in
sl developnent end chance,In sugsesting
. 1 =

T . finms
£ CONRONLETy
)

y reading of

pt a policy of

a siznific-

fe
W’U LR=T e arc oiying oo 6o Sscause it implies,as you knov,
kﬂ prcremnes for beace Se-fout in®iviacesoper to adaptation and change.Here acain,ve
a new approach,of a new willinzness to deal with Rezublican princip-
n-ext of physical

litical

v vas cade sublie in the setting of &

sirument of political dial-
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this correspondence between the two documents,I am zoing-on the time relationship
between the publication of one and the sending of the response to the other and also
on the natural presumpiion that the meir politicel advisor on the contents of the )
published document was also the main political advisor on the contents of the messase
sent in response to the confidentiel one. ;

Tvidence that the two documents relate ggﬂggggfﬁggz{kzﬂé??ﬁﬁ?ﬁ¥33ﬁ3?
than co-incidence,can also be Tound in the documents tnemselves. ,

o Sinn Tein document,as I have alrcady said,has two main stateme?ts.
The first relztes to the principle of self-determination and the second to an All-
Irelend Constitutional Convention, o

The confidential document,also,has TWo main statements.One relates to
British self-interest in Ireland and declares that it no longer exists and_tpe other
expresses a willingness,not only to facilitate,but even to encouraze a political
Conference between the elected representatives of the veople of Iorthern Ireland and
+he elected representatives of the people of the Republic. p

lere ve carn immediately see that,vaile the two nain statements in one
docunent are not the sane as the two main statements in the other, they resemble
and corresnond to e .ch other,The statement about self-determination reseable? and
corresponds to *the statement coout Sritish self-interest in Ireland and the idea
of an All-Treland Constitutional Convention resenbles and oorresponds to the idez
of a Conference betieen the representetives of liorthern Trelend and the represent-
atives of the Re ublic.

I believe,théen,that_we are vitnessing a revolution or,at least,the beg-
inning of & revolutiqplgg_jhe79fficigi attitude of tre T.RA. 1o the whole question
“of holding talks with theoiz‘ritis}]’authorities° From a position on this matter which
was essentially & military,fﬂey have chenzed or,at least,are chanzing to e position
vhich is esentially politfbal.

Keening in nind the voints I have made above,we come to the one condition
fo dizlorue with the British authoritiies which the I.R.4. laid down in their recent
messaze.lThey are willing to discuss 'the document' and its implications for present
Pritish policy but only Tace-to-face,only,that is,throuzh their owvm representatives
and not through intermediaries.

fiven that they are now taking u: a position of dialogue in relation to
British policy,a position of nolitical give and take,in which the art of persuasion
and the force of argwaent rather than th2 dictate of the zun are the instrunents
for reachin; asreements,it is perfectly understendable and,I believe,perfectly
recsonaple that tkey should lay down this condition.Coing on the principle that
politics is the art of the possivle,it would be very difficult and,indeed,politically
speaking,inpossible for the leadership of any party but especially for the leadership
of the Republican moveuent,entrenched as it is in hard-line traditional attitudes,
to ensage in a process of nolitical pevsuasion,ir relation both to their opponents
and to thuir ouwn followers,w.ich could involve adaptations,developments and new
interpretations of tieir ovn policies,throuch the mediation of other veople who did
not belong to their owm party.In other words,hiving teken up a position of dialogue,
they have no choice except to insist on face-to-face discussion,if this position is
to be developed.Dizlogue through intermedieries is not really dialogue,
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e The condition laid down for comnent and discussion on 'the document'
and its implications for peace should be seen,therefore,not so much as & condition,
but s a desoription of the next natural step they have to teke if any further
progress is to be nude,It should not be peen, thorefore,as a sinister attenpt to .
trick or to trap the British authorities but as the sign of a sincere desire to
capitalize on the present opyortunily for peace and to ensure that it'’handled
properly.In other words,the condition leid dovn ir their recent s S¥ARLis,I believe,
another sign of their sincerily end of their genuine comidiment tO “co-operate with

TT.fume and myself and,indeed,with the British authorities.

(4) The question of a truce naturally arises in this whole situation
and here it should be clear,first of all,that the I.R.A. heve not,as yet,been
formelly asked about their position on it.j;;ggggg_Qié_ggz_Egjﬁg_jEEE{%ﬁE_}f}E;::
authorities would not speak to the I.B.%. while the I.R.A. continued thelr cam ign
and five or six weeks ago,that is,before your 1 st formal message,l made soundings
which had to be discreet because of the danger of raising suspicions about the
intentions of the 2ritish euthorivies and,indeed,of everyone else concerned.
ts a result,ny understending now is that if,on conditions, the
Tritish were prepared to speak directly to the I.R.A. ,the I.R.A. would be prepared
to facilitate them.This,as jou know,ic the lan;uage of dinlomacy and so we cen only
o on interpretations of vhat it means.At tho least,it is a ositive rather than a
negative signzl and ny own interpretation of it is that the I.R.i. would be prepared
to call & truce if the Zritish authorities ezreed to speak to them directl
Tere,as e said,I am interpreting the lan-uage of dipolmacy in
a context whsre,un 1O now,no formal request for a truce and no formal conditions for
direct talks have been put to them.Goin/,however,on 1y owa experience,l am certain
that,if the British suthorities agreed to direct telks,the I.32.%. could,at the least,
be persuaded ic call 2 ngrivate!" truce before the talls would actually take place.

A "orivete" truce would mean that the I,R.A. would,formally but
eontidentially,azree to stop 211 offensive activities for a stated period of say
three welss or S0O,59 tvat an icitial meeting,at leasit,could teke place between their
rerresentatives and the re.resentztives of the Britisi. avthorities in an atmosphere
of peace and zood-will and in = context where the 3ritish authorities would have a

formal zuarantee that around the time of such a meeting they would not be enb &
o . ity they arrassed &

by any I.R.4i. activity.

Tt shounld also be unierstood that,in a "private" truce situation,
the I.D.4. would not expect the Sritish suthorities to reciprocate in terms of the
nornzl activities of Their security forces beczuse they would understand that,for
roasone of confidentiulity at least,it would be impossivle for them to do so.

In saying all this Joout & "private" truce,I am not,in any way,dis-
counting or,muci less,ruling out the ;0s5ibility of a public one if the British
authorities were to agree to direct telks.T am merely stating my own conviction that,
vere they to do so,The I.Il.A. could be persuxded to call,at least,a "private'" :truce
vhich,ir turn,could sev the stagze for a public one.

o
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; You nay be .ondering why,in the context of the present contacts,the I.R.4.
have‘not,to date,sent any formal messaze anout their attitude to a truce.There is
nothing suspect or gur,rising sboubtnis beccuse,as I have already seid,they have not,
es yet,been formelly asked avout it and also because they were waiting for a formal
reply to their own verbal response to 'the document!. s

Here,it should also be venembered thet neither the Sinn Fein party nor
?h? ;.R.A. have ever talen any initiative with rezard to the present contacts.The
initiztive,as you know,came completely Iro: mycelf and :-¢,une.This means that,up to
novi, they hive acted at our invitation and under our perSuasion,a persuasion that
has had to overcome a reluctance,on their part,to do anything which might be inter-

; preted as a sign of weekness by the Sritish authorities,especially vhile they ere
in contact with them through iniermediaries.This,I pelieve,is vhy they have not,so
fer,taken any initistive or volunteered any positive suggestion themselves beyond
whal they said in their response to 'the document’ . iven ‘this sassive ettitude to

the piesent contacts and their feer of being misunderstood by {he 3ritisb authorit-
ies,it is not surprising,as I have said,that they hzve ncde no suggestions zbout a
truce or volunteercd any informetion about iheir attitude to calling one.

You are n-.turally concerned,l undersband, by media reports of a rzcent
article in the "Republican Tews",which re-ctated the I.R.A. policy of "talking and
fizhting" at the saue time and which would appe;r,therefore,tc contradict what I
have said avove.rhis article and the I.I1.A. statement it quotes should be ignored,
as far as the present contacts are concerned,because they do not,in any way relate
to them.I say this on the highest authority after carefully checking the euthorship
and the background of the article.The author in question knows nothing whatsoever
about the contacts which are being made through r.June.The article,an historical
report on past events,had been aveilable,for some time,in the office of the "Repub-
licen Ilews" before it was finally used as "a filler".ihe stetexzent it quotes was

\ mede more than six years ago,at the height of the hunger-strike crisis,by an I.R.A.

5 leadership which is no longer in office It is out-of-date,therefore,and should not

be used as a guide to the policy of the present leadership.The guide for this is the
message sent recently to you which should be taken end deelt with on its ovm merits.

There were,as you }now,t.0 previous truces during the present'troubles',
one in 1972 and the other in 1974.The first lasted for about two weeks and the
second for about fifteen months.

Both of these truces failed to bring peace and it is importent to see
why they failed so thaet,for the future and especially for our rresent enterprise,
we may learn fron the lessons of the past.I can speak with personal knowledge here
because I have carefully investizated the causes of these failures by speaking,on
many occasions,to scme of the lcading people who were involved in them.

I am certain from these investigations and also from my oim experience
of peace-meking and peace-keeping i conflict situations thet communication between

| the I.R.t. and the British euthorities was the main problem during these truces

3 and that they Tinslly broke dowi because of a fatal weakness in this area.
. The cruci§1 role in peace-naking and veace-keezing belongs to the person
who interprets one side to the other,especially .hen the conflict has reached the

e e e e — 3 : 4
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'size of mili .

ation has i;28;¥ zon?rontatlon and,even more especially,when this kind of confront-

Tk St istorical gnd pglltical backzround of the conflict in Ireland,where
misunderstanding,mistrust and hostility,which has to be bridged,is

centuries old,

I believe that comrmunication in this kind of peace-making needs a

JEBEE&@;_%;i&:liQQ_bﬁgguse the conflict has been so bitter and
confllCtl@E parties so wide.,By this,I mean a life-line through
app?ehenSIOnS,misunderstandings,distorted views and the signi
actions yhich may be causing doubts and hesitations,
to one side or the other as the need arises but especially W
fluences are causing either side to back away frou the peace-mak

This life-line would also communicate and,above all,guaran

the gulf between the
which the suspicions,
ficance of words or of
are interpreted and explained
hen these negative in-
ing process.

tee the good
ty of the other side so

intentions,the sincerity and the general honour and intezri e o
peace-making,are

— : 2/l O NS0 ot et B S e
that those attitudes of trust,the crucial factor for success 1in
are gradually built up between the two sides and between them an

vrocess itself.

iqn,explanation end re-assurance must be set up bet
also believe tnat tue lack of such a life-line was tn
the truces of 1972 and 1974,the fate

As we may

break dowvn,we shall have to thirk of a
the task,could provide this special life-line for
about the conflict might be,is able to tak

personal opinions

tween the I.R.A. position and th
the knowledge of their negative and posi
skills and the personal integrity to fit hin

I believe that,by God's grace,such a,

Hume and I also believe that if he agrees,in any new truce situation,to act as the

svecizl life-line I have described above,the truce
as I have already said,I am convinced from long knowledge and

succeed because,

experience that an inte

; I believe,then,that,to vrevent a break-down in Tl
enG,much more important,to guarantee its success_a

d the reace-naking

he peace-making process
s-ecial life-line of interpretat-
ween the conflicting parties.I

e main cause of break-dovm in
weukness to which I hwve referred above,

noiv; be entering a new truce situation which we don't want to

a person who,because of his gualifications for
it; a person who,whatever his

e Ave 87 ZTET 06 De-

e British position,who has the trus? of both sides,
itive attitudes,tue political and negotiating
for this responsibility.

'person is available to us in IIr.

7ill not break down but will

ryreter like him is the secret of success,an interpreter

whose contribution,in the final
process which zives the hope of

and nmost of all.

anelysis,is to bring a presence to the peace-nzking
neace,the hope which everyone concerned needs first

(5) “hile a formal response to the last message sent through lir.Hume

has not been give:x as ye
and that there is,therefore,very lit

what they have already

their intentions ere hounourable and genuine and that

t,the indications are they will recard it as too negative

tle more they can say at the present beyond

said in their response to the 'document'.They insisty that

they will deliver end abide by

any asreenents that may be made.They,therefore,reject and resent the sugz estion
that they are not being sincere or that they could not deliver agreements.

- R




g it A RS

@/onarcl (monaalery,
) @Ionarc[ garJem,

Cg)’ 9//‘-”{/ i
4B

T13 2RL.

Tal. Solfast 241044 11.

to the

ep their doors open
much less,

While I believe that they will agree to ke
to negotiate or,

present contacts,I also belisve that they will not agree
to enter iato agreements thirough i.termediaries.

g As we now seem to be reaching an impasse in the present
would like,respectfully,to make one or two suggestions about ways an
ing it.

The first would be thal one of your representatives should speak,in e
fidence,to lir.Gerry kdans iLP. with a view to giving nin & direct explanation of
present British policy as it is expressed in 'the docunent' end also with & view o
assessing directly for yourself his attitude to this policy and the efforts he 1S

prevared to meke to adapt Republican policy to it.
a4 it difficult to differentiate between &

I reelise that you may find 5
T..dams and a meet1ng‘WITE’E—EEEEEEEHEggigg_Sffthe I.R,A. but I it
aking to a politic-

. ot meeting wi TR T et
> s . . T . 5
) certain there is a difference,a east the difference between spe

jan and speaking to a ailitary leader.

If it would ease your decision on this suggestion,I could use my in-
fluence with lir.Adans to persuade him to attend such a aeetinz,not in his capzacity
as ihe leader of the Sinn Fein party but as the liember of parliamnt for 7est Belfast
or. even in a wrivete canacity as a personal friend of my owne.

I would like now to say something about my Xnowledge of Ilir.Adams both
and as a political leader.
For tnhe past four years or so,that i

contacts,I - -
d means of break-

as a person

s,since this present enterprise began,
snvolved with him,on a regular basis,in the search for peace.During that .
never knotm hin,in his relationships with ce,to practise any kind of de- 5
to use me.On the contrary,I have always
nletely sincere and,for that reason,I have

i I have been
| time,I have
ceil or duplicity or to make any attenpt
found him to be completely honest and com
no hesitation in saying that he is a person of honour and integrity.
4s I have said,ebou’ four years ago,he began (not for the first time)
to co-operate with me in the search for ceace and so I h:uve had plenty of time and
opportunity to judge his abilities &s a politician.e have worked,and still do,on
the principle +hat the only way to lead the Repuvlican ncvement away from the use
of physical force is to create an elternative political force for achieving the aims
of the Iationalist people of Ireland which will be poverful enough to convince the
Lcoublicen ioveuwent (including lr.Adams himself) that the use of physical force is
no lonzer necessary.It is not the purpose of this letter to discuss this orinciple
scribe t.e efforts we h.ve made,and are still nzking,to out it into nra;tice
excenpt to say that ay purpose in workinz .ith hiw is to find a political uay-to end ’
the bloodshed in Tortharn Ireland 4nd his purpose in vorking with me is to help in
the creation of a political force on the Jationelist side of the conflict which,b;
combinins the political energies of the Jlationalist people as a whole in a commén{
policy for peace,would,in terus of the aind and the convictions of the Rernudlican
novement,fora a credible alternative to the use of physical force and p;o;ide for
the Nationazlist-%epuslican cause,a completely golitical way of achieving its aims.

L

or to de

w
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et Slpce his political ability and influence may pe cruciel to the successS
Zf ;2; :EtZ?gziiiion wlilch we arele@gagedzl would l%ke now to give @y ovm igpression
RS T cal leader.In givin; this impression,I ail commenting on his pol-
%txga; abilities as such and not on hov he uses them.This is a matter for his o¥n
ueglslon and must be judged by criteria wiich are difrerent frca the ones 1 an

using here.

I believe that,as a politician,hc pelongs to the highest rank or,at
least,that he has the qualities to reach the highest rank.ie has,in oy opinion,the
political shrewdness and decisiveness,the thoroughness in work,the ability to analyse
the dynemics of a political situation,the judgement in celculating risks and the
courage in taking them,the astuteness in relating to other politiciansyandsin ceneral,
that naturel capacity for the art of politics which would fit hiw for a place in
the cabinet of any Govermaent.

These abilities have beew conditioned end,to some extent,clouded oy his
solitical upbringing in the Zzuublican tradivion,the conflict-pressures of his work
and his experiences during 1{ue troubles' of the pust tienty years,a background
which tends to colour his aporoach b volitical situations and to prejudice his
attitudes to oti.cr noliticiens.lle 18 aware,however,of tae influences on him of this
backrround and is orepared to tike then into account in making assessments and in
coming to decisions.l believe,therefore, that he tries and inteads to be fair and
objective in his politicel judzements.

4s I Xnow him,then,his Republican convictions are free from fanaticisa
and he has the potential,l believe, %o become a true statesman. ¢
e ~————T said above thet speaking to ~ir.idems as tne leader of the Sinn Fein
party would not be the same as speaking to a representative of the I.R.A.I did so
because,in 0y experience,the 3inn Farty and the I.R.A. are two sepzrate organisations,
separate in leadership,membership,structures and tactics.Sinn Tein,especially under
its present leadershizp,is a nolitical party in its owm right 2nd with its own char-
acter.Like other political parties in Irelend,it has its owvmn leadership,its own
policies snd structures,its <ma elected representatives and zoliticel supporters.

It is a mistd:e,therefore,to believe that the Sinn Fein party is a
puppet of the I.R.4, or uerely a rront for it,that it lacks any independence of
leadership or approach.l am saying this because T an convinced that the consequences '

-~

oS +this nisteke have been,and may continue to be,sragic in terws of the relationship
betwveen the osiracization of the Sinn Fein party and the vrolongation of the con- \
flict in ortlern ierand.

1 son't develoy this point any further ecept to say that the quality
of the present Sitn mein leadershin end their freedom to initiate and organise
their owm policies .ere illustrated at teir 1986 Annual Conference when the long-
standing policy of Deil abstentionisa .ias reversed without significant splits or
upheavals - & fundsmental development which even people like lZichael Collins, Bamonn
de Valera and others,including the 1eaders of Sinn Fein et the time of the split in
1970,could not 2ccomplish.This foct alone indicates the ability of the present
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Sinn Fein leaders to take great personal and solitical risks,to make great changes

and to move forward to new political horizons.

I would like,next,to suggest another wey of breaking the impasse we now
seenn to have reached.This impasse,such as it is,hes arisen,I believe,because,on the
one hand,The British authorities were waiting for the leadership concerned to say
theyiwuuld cell a truce provided talks would be held and,on the other hand,the lead-
?rsnlp concerned were waiting for the British authorities to say that talks would be
held provided a truce would be called. '

The guestion,then,is,who should tele the next step? £s neither side may
wish to take the initiative at the yresent time and as,up %0 now,the initiative has
been with ir.Hume and nyself,I believe that we should take the next step by asking
two hypothetical questions - "if the British authorities were willinz . to hold talks
would the leadership concerned be willing to call a sruce?!" and "if the leadership
concerned were willinz to call a truce would whe pitish suthorities be willinz to
hold telks?" Tiis,as I have said,is only susgestion but,if responses were given
to these guestions,the situation would,at least,be clerified.

Given your concern about the sincerity of the leadership in question,
tyust thet what I hove said in this letter about it will help to allay your fears.
have versoaclly ao doudt whatsoever about the honour of their intentions at the

present tiwe and in relation to the present contacts althoush I know this may appear
to contradict intormation thet is available to you and, especially,the sinister implic-
ations of the recent arcests near youxr hone.

T would likc to say,first of all,in reletion to these #ARESTSthat I
would personally abhor and condem any attempt by anyone to cause death or injury to
you or to any British politician.lly onky :e2son for helping to initiate the present
contacts and for continuing to bde involved in thea,in spite of all the probleas and
prcssures,and,indeed}my only reeson for writing this letter,is to do what I can to
end Torever the very possibility of such attacks.

o feer novi is that,if evidence aveilatle to you indicates that the
I.2... were,in fact,involved in what was heppening near your houe,you will take this
as a clear sign thet their leadership are not being sincere in their dealings with
sp ume wnd myself or in the conbtacts beinz made throuzh him and that y.u will,as a
result,decide that you chould not speuk to them at the »resent tinme.Il fully understand
why,in view of ell the circunstances,you should think like this.2l1 I can sayiis that :
even il it were proved today that the I.R.A. were involved,I would still stand by
my7 gggyﬁgyégggﬁgd wy ge?talgty that Fh01r leadership,in relation to the present con-
tactg,and ‘endv feir intentions .rc honourable and senuine.I say this for the reasons
set it in the earlier part of tuis letter ( which was drafted before I heard the
news of the arvests near your home) and also Zfox reasons related to wy knowledze of
the way the I.R.i. is organised .hich I shall exylain verbally to lx.lume and which
he wrill explein verbally to you.

T would like,however,here to point to another recent event which could
be interpreted as & clear sign that the I.R.A. leadership are sincere and that their

e
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intentions are honourable.

You will remember hovw,in August last,the holiday plans of 1r.Nicholas
Fenn,the British Anbassador in Dublin, were in the hunds of the I.R.4, before his holi-

dey took place and how they claimed that,although they could have organised an attack
on”him,they had decided not to 'but,instead,had decided to leak the information they
had about his holiday to the press.This claim was made in an officzial statement which
was published in the "Republican News" on the 20.8.87.

Was there a relationship between ti decision not to attack Mr.Fenn and
the contacts being made through Lir.Hume? I believe there was or,at least,that it would
not be an unreasonable inierpretation of this whole rather strange event,to say that
there was,nzmely,that the I.R.{. leadership decided not to atleck the Ambassa dor
beczuse of the present contacts and that,to ensure that none of their units on the
grouné would attack him,they lecked the information they had about his movements and
the fact that they had it to the media because in circumstances where,for reasons of
confidentiality,they could not explain their decision to their people on the ground,
this .zs the best way %o prevent any possibility of an attack on him.They were,on this
interpretation,wvarning the authorities that r.Fenn was in danger.

3e that as it may,my fear no. is that,in view of the arrests near your .
home,you will decide not to speak to the I.R.i. at the presentv time with the result
that a real opportunity to meke peace with thea will be endangered and even lost.

I an certain,indeed,that,by God's grace,we have,at the zresent tiae,not
only a real opportunity to make peace with the Republican moveuent out also to open
the door to a just and listing deace for every party end every interest concerned in
the present conflict.I can only trust and Jray that,again by God's srace,these oppor-
tunities_will contirue to be useld and develonsed until they are brought to success.

This has been a very long letter but I trust you have been patient with
me because of the imwortznce of the natters it discusses,matters,really,of life and
death,

I know that you .vill rezard this letter as strictly confidential and
personel to yourself.

S

Jith kindest regards and 'wrerinz that God may bless you
and jour raaily and srotect you nos and always,

Yours Sincerely,

Alex Reid C.Ss.X.
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