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in the "peace basket", we have mentioned how important
e gs . 3
'i 1s to press forward with the Talks process (a point which
e ak
111 not be lost on Sinn Fein/IRA and should Keep the
Wil

pressure on them). No clear response has been made by th:
Provisionals to the Joint Declaration but the omens do no i
look all that good. We have also tried, Fh?refore, to :vot
saying anything which would give the Prov151?nals a pretex
on which to hang a rejection of the Declaration.



the content (for example a response from the Provisionals oOr
an atrocity). We have been conscious of this in drafting,
but in sending the article to the Newsletter we suggest
that, as usual, you reserve the right to amend the text 1in

the light of developments prior to publication. You will,
therefore, want to keep in touch with events 1in Northern

Ireland over the weekend.

I am copying this letter to the Private Secretaries to the
Foreign Secretary, the Home Secretary, the Secretary of

State for Defence and Sir Robin Butler.
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PS/Secretary of State




