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I he composition of the Irish. Government's team for the negotiations on 10 June will 

be announced iater this week.

V!e" -■ • ' -vomment on the detail of our discussions.

\s part of a process to keep in touch with the main strands of opinion, and pursuant 

> an arrangement made at our previous meeting, I had a further meeting with Mr.

■ f the UUP today. We had a useful and constructive

h ■■ - i.j moad nodd 8S: t0 1 1..

Last week, on 28 May, 1 reported to the House on ray most recent formal meetings 

with the SDLP and with the Alliance Party. I have maintained informal contact with 

both Parties since then.
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Add Nos. 6 to 9 inclusive.

Miss Harney: Will the Taoiseach confirm if the role to be played by the former

Senator, George Mitchell, has been agreed between the two Governments?

The Taoiseach: There is a number of matters currently under discussion

between the Tanaiste, acting on behalf of the Irish Government, and the

Secretary of State for Northern Ireland, acting on behalf of the UK Government.

These matters are being discussed in London as we speak. The issue of the

chairmanship of the various parts of talks to commence on 10 June are among

those being considered. Other matters are also being considered and discussed

between the two Governments at this moment.

Miss Harney: Will the Taoiseach confirm if during his meeting with Mr. Trimble

he was able to agree on a role for the former Senator, George Mitchell and if he

was able to agree on the modalities for decommissioning?

The Taoiseach: My meeting with Mr. Trimble was not a negotiating one where

I was seeking agreements from him or he was seeking agreements from me on

..w; topics. It was a discussion where we reviewed the situation generally as I

via wed it genially n recent meetings I had with the Leader of the SDLP and

the Leader of the Alliance Party

J. At.Following the Taoiseach's meeting with Mr. Trimble this

: . .'.'S:,, Ms. Trimble raised further difficulties about the role to be played by
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process. Will the ’aoiicach tell the House it he considers he persuaded Mr.

Tumble or Mr. Trimble could be pesuaded in that regard?

The Taoiseach; I would not care to get involved in commentary on privau

meetings of the kind the Deputy i ig. The meeting I had with Mr. D

T'rimble was constructive and informative as were those I had with other party

Trimble, to muich the Deputy made reference, were concerns expressed by Mr.

fumble prior to his meeting with me. They did not in any sense flow from any

diilic.ult in light of the divided nature of the community in Northern Ireland and

the differing perceptions in Northern Ireland in regard to matters other people

might regard as not as important as they may be seen to be in the l-.ht of the

perceptions and the traditional divisions of view that exist in Northern Ireland.

Section E follows
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discussions he had with me, The issues on which agreement is sought are

criers ; c , in regard to this matter. The concerns expressed by Mr.

;cooioad woad 00:01 06b t- H. I1 -90

the former Senator, .. Mitchell - airman oi convenor of the talks
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■ 10 p.m.

Ms Harney: Is the Taoiseach confident that the remaining areas of difference

. the two Gover ■ . 4:> wP rested betor text Monday?

The Taoiseach: The two Governments have already agreed an enormous range

iere should be a fixed

jr those talks, something that had not been agreed previously and which

been the cause of great concern and frustration Subsequently we agreed on very

detailed and extensive ground rules for the talks. We had also previously agreed on

11 framework document which outlined a possible outcome for the talks which

a useful working document as a contribution in the talks.

is the wish ■

ij---..- <: ■: >. ■ ■ v- - rc ; ■■ ; h tore the talks commence b it

it is o, fact that the ; .. ; c ■ ~ '-J (each agreement on issues that are

■■ . / c foii.ng fi’>at''crythinq that

. ; ; z, Jiuiild seek to mi- ■ evhwth' ■ ; possitm
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terms - ommuniquS of 28 February wherein the content and recommendations
*■

uste cn behalf of the Irish Government and the

oh behalf of the UK Government These

discus$ata c J '.:''.; ■ ■ '■■v- b ''■■■ : ’J' is logistically possible the Tdnaisto

f progress on an hour to hour basis but the discussions are

not ye; • :•? ■ y?

Ms Harney: Does the Taoiseach agree with comments made by Mr. Seamus

fire and therefore the exclusion

ltd be more than capable of representing

h< at ■ N ■■ ' alks9

The Taoiseach: | would not care to comment on a stati n it of that kind which

re :0 T ■ C! • .. ?r • - .■i:,--
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Minister for Equality and Law Reform (Mr. TayiorP. The 0

The Taoiseach: .'.jn--. .. inccm.fgrry ny fciv; . c-



The Taoise^r is :
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are the first oppohur’.w for ■ ■ wow h; '■ ii pchhoa! parties to pet am-ond the

same tab;e w".c -••> '-natty railed on physical ’or-e This

ast be grasped now. it is not something about which there should be

prccrastina'.cr:. Oppod'jmtte’ .,fth> ■:. nature do not came easily, i told th** Denutv

- > -•.. !y .f was not easy to get agreement to a fixed date hr h oartv ta’kh -

. ■ . ■■■'■ aiment of this c
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me my predecessor referca to it the only report
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■ aoiseach’s reluctance to
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