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paradoxically, the recent tragedies have also created a new 
realisation even in sore surprising quarters, that violence is not 
the answer. As one kncwlcdgoabic and respected oernmentator put it to 

there axe note people in Northern Ireland now ready to

what the people of Northern Ireland. are desperately looking for is 
strong, clear- lead,I do not believe that this is new likely to cane 
flea within the Northern Ireland ocffisritutional parties represented 
at Westminster, I believe that you and the Irish Prime Minister axe 
rej/i the only people able to provide this, Many nope mat the joint 
statement issued after your mseting warn trie. Irish Prime Minister, 
together with your welcome decision to meet ail four constitutional 
leaders this week is an indication that you recognise the urgency and 
danger inherent in the present situation and nave decided to take 
personal charge of it and to invest the search for a new avenue 
towards peace with your own authority. I very much hope that this is 
you view.
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what is more worrying, is the feeling amongst many on both sides of 
the sectarian divide that nope is crying.

rre yesterday “■ 
deal than I can ever remartoer before".

If it is, then you and the Irish Prime Minister are entitled to the 
snpoort of all who represent Nuztiiexn Ireland and wish it wen, inside 
both w ..laments and outside them.
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Tf i-r-fto is allowed to die again in Noxlliern Ireland, toe consequences 
could' he very grave indeed. I urge you to waste no time in making it 
c'‘<-=r tn all that. the nanentum established by your joint initiative 
wi'h toe- irlsh Prune Minister is going to iv maintecined.
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I knew Belfast quite well, having been brought up just outside the 
ci tv and having served in it in the early 1970s. I must toll ynn that 
I have never known the city and its people so fearful, Tbera is an 
almost Qible sense of foreboding in the areas I visited.
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I fully understand, why it was necessary for you and the Irish Prime 
Minister not to pursue the Hure/Adams proposals. But this has left an 
ervan greater weight of responsibility on the two <Joverrsn®r.ts to act 
urgently in order to fill die vacuum which remains. The vacuum which 
was allowed to exist after the end of rne cross Party talks a year 
ago, created the space into which too men of violence were, once 
again, able to move. It is imperative that no such hiatus is al Lowed 
7i- develop at present.
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7 r»torn<=d from a short visit tn Belfast, vestomay.

FROM PT HON PADDY ASHDOWN MP
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