
3. APR. 200.1 13:01 3OFS PRIVATE OFFICE NO. 084 P. 2/3

1 April 2001

kj-As

INVESTOR IN PEOPLE

ltrs io Parties; NX local Gov Elecuons/SOFS/OS 04

(O fl '[Uh S^CT^I'<0c!A-|

The usual statutory 25 working day timetable for local government elections will apply. I 
attach a copy of the timetable for a 7 June local election.
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Following the Prime Minister’s statement yesterday, 1 have decided to postpone until 7 June 
the local government elections which were due to take place in Northern Ireland on 16 May.
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NORTHERN IRELAND LOCAL GOVERNMENT ELECTIONS

Although the incidence of foot and mouth disease has been less severe in Northern Ireland 
than in England, it remains a source of great concern. The Prime Minister and I have 
therefore agreed that it would be sensible to adopt the same approach to the local elections 
as in England, A Bin to postpone the local elections in England and Northern LJLuM until 
7 June will shortly be introduced in Parliament. It will provide for sitting councillors to 
remain in office until that date. The Bill will also extend Section 15 of the Representation 
of the People Act 1985 to Northern Ireland. This requires that, where two or more elections 
are to be held at the same time, they are to be taken together.

We have not taken tills step lightly. However, in the light of the representations which the 
Government has received, we believe that a relatively short postponement of this kind is an 
appropriate response in the circumstances.
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