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STATEMENT ON NORTHERN IRELAND

i

:’s

But fifth, the need to move on rapidly without Sim Fein if not

In my speech in Belfast on 16 May, I set out the principles of this Government 

approach:

Second, the need for urgent progress in the talks, in particular for the key 
political issues to be addressed as soon as possible; i

Matjam Speaker, with permission I shall make a statement about the 
Government's continuing search for peace and a political settlement in Northern
Ireland.

I 
i

First, the primacy of the consent principle, to make clear that any 
settlement must command the consent of both Unionists and Nationalists 
and cannot be imposed on Northern Ireland against the wish of tint -- 
majority of its people;
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Third, the absolute unacceptabilicy of violence or the threat of violence in 
the democratic process.

Fourth, the desirability of talks involving al! the parties, including Sinn 
Fein, if, but only if, there is an unequivocal IRA ceasefire;
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Northern Ireland can fed comfortable to which they can give their 
allegiance. The outline of a settlement is clear. The key elements are:

sensible cross-border arrangements between Northern fceiaM and the Irish 
Republic.

I believe there is’ a wide measure of agsmasm on these mo el 
there may be disagrees^ about te details.

devolution in Northern Ireland, including an Assembly elected and 
operating on a widely acceptabte basis;

ie

ms, although
i

-3-
iiu. as. t&auagr^p©U.tic^

situation in Nonhem Ireland means that delay is not acceptable. I also continue 
to believe that such a settlement must be one with which an the people of I

"I

Madam Speaker, terrorism conrinues to haunt Northern Ireland. We were 
reminded of it again this morning, when only prompt RUC action averted 
serious attack. Ten days ago, we saw the despicable murder by the IRA of RUC 
constables John Graham and David Johnston. Five more young children without 
fathers. The whole House will join me in condemnation of this pointless anJ 

cowardly crime. Those responsible deserve our contempt in equal measure tc t the 
sympathy we feci for the families and their colleagues. We will do everything in 
our power to bring those responsible to justice.

There will also of coarse to b© asw asangsmenu between the United 
Kingdom and the R^ublic of Ireland, including formal canstitotinnai acceptance 
on both sides of the principle of consent and a new more broadly based Anglo- 
Irish Agreement. These represent fe@§ strands of the
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But it was worse than that too. Let me explain to the House why.

I announced in my Belfast speech that officials could meet Sinn Fein to ensure 
that there was no misunderstanding of our position, and to tear Sinn Fein’s 
response to my statement that the settlement train was leaving, with or without 
them. This initiative was widely welcomed. Two meetings were held.

Following the second meeting, to mate our position absolutely clear and to 
remove any shred of justification for claims tta it was aot, I g®&«w-ed the 
sending of an aide memoirs to Sinn Feia to p® in writing the Government's 
position on the points where Sinn Feia ted sought clarification. Th® aide 
msmoire was passed to Siss Fein on Friday sveniag, 13 June, fee® feys Wore 
the Lurgaa murders. I have pteed a ee^y in the tay of tte H®ss®.

location and tilling of the murders, close to one of the most sensitive areas f&t 
marches, can only be seen as deliberately provocative.

-3*
4

It set out clearly and concisely the Government’s position on confidenee-buiJdiDg 
measures, decommissioning and how long we think the talks should last. & also 
repeated that Sinn Fein’s entry into talks required an unequivocal ceasefire, jLd 
that a period of time would be needed to ensure that this was genuine and that 
words and deeds matched. In order to put at rest fears that the Government 
might seek to spin out tills process, it added that toe Secretary of State for 
Northern Ireland would come to a political judgement about Sinn Fein's 
qualification for entry in some six weeks. Assuming words and deeds were 
consistent with, a genuine and unequivocal ceasefire, Sinn Feia would ar tout 
point be invited to join a plenary session of the talks. They would then need to
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Wasew Sirm Fein now say ar do, I am derermined to move on. It is essential to 
mate political progress rapidly. The preparation for substantive talks smst 
quieten.

This aide memoirs represented a reasamble approach, which ted tbs ffell support 
of the American and Irish Governments, although the text of the aide memoir e 
was entirely our own.

P

u if.

’ ■' * • done,' their absolute .esmnaitmetm^ ths*
Mitchell principles.

Briefly, we propose the establishment of an Independent Commission, to miite 
proposals for decommissioning and to monitor its implementation; and a

Then came the appalling murders in Lurgsn. These caused revulsion and murage 
not just in this country but right across the world. That was dear to me in dm 
US, where President Clinton csasfemned the cold-blooded Idffiags ® exaefiy me 
same terms as I did. ft was clear too in my discussions with the outgoing | 
Taoiseach, Mr. Bruton. The gap & ISA asd Sinn Feia have to ! 
bridge is wider than ever after Lsrgaa.

Last Autnmn,\we and the Irish Government, building on discussions tn the talks, 
began to develop a comprehensive set of proposals for the handling of j 
decommissioning. Final agreement was reached on them earlier this week. The 
two Governments have today given there proposals to the Independent Chairman 
of the talks, Senator George Mitchell, for circulation to the parties involved 3n 
the talks; and will be commending these proposals to the other participant* 4s a 
basis for agreement on this important and complex subject. A copy bis 
in the library of rhe House,
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I-s-
■' ■- Commitiee bf BeMeW to deal with these issues, wife a sub-C 

spedfcally on decommssioning.

The two Governments are fully ©onus! Red e© fee approach to d8ssmmissiosia|j 
set out in the report of the International Body. This recommended, a&d t qusts: 
•an approach under which some decommissioning would take place, daring fee 
negotiations.” The report foresaw mwai progms ondacsmmi&ssQnfng and I 

substantive poiideai issues leading to a progressiva pattern of mounting trust aW 
confidence. That is what th® wo Gowraassts want to see. Under our 
proposals, a plenary ©eetfeg should be convened every two months to mbfejall

I 
pamcipms to review progress across te entire spe@®a® of fe@ negotiations I 
including decominissiaimg, to consider whether fee aeesssasy esaSdesgJ is

4 4

being maintained. AU participants, isMsg Sta Feia if they ar© tee, will of 
course have already committed themselves to fe MfoeM Principles. These 
include sot osdy fee seal fesgswnzaaa of all paramilitary organisations fee 
renunciation of fores, or fe© threat of tee, but also action to prevent sensaW 
pmshmasg killings and tegs&gs.

If rhe proposals provide a basis for agreement, important preparatory work eke 
take place over the Summer. It will be crucial to put the maehinety 1q place-fas 
soon as passible, in particular the Independent Commission. I appeal ta all Hip

Madam Sp&a&gr, a seesnd sub-gommia^ will deal wife ote coaifids-n©©- 
buildmg measures set out m the Mitchell depart. There can be no qaesfca c f 
trading guns for political concessions in all this. There will need to be g@®ae 
progress in befe decommissiomng and fee political negotiations if fee process is 
to be successful. AU fee parties in the talks wfil have to face up to fegir { 
responsibilities.
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parties co look at the proposals ia a coustsuctive spirit* Ido not believe ter® i» 
another way forward.

And let me also repeat, in sass anyone still te® a doubt Any agreement wffl b© 
put to a referendum of all the people of Hwtea Iretand, as well as.to 
Parliament. So the triple tek is sseuye.

Agreement would at last clear th® way for sifessassw© tete to sun is earnest 
warn them to begin as quickly as possible. I as® also dgsgffi^ 
we can infipence the process, te tsfe will move as fest as pessihfe. I eaa 
therefore aanounes today for fee first toe a ctear ^aefebfe, The ©’tesmsve ©Iks 
should start in early September at the latest k my view they should also 
conclude by next May at A® test, when fee tesfe fe fe talks 
expires. That is an ambfesw target, but I to® n© tobt it is aeferabl© if all 
coneeraed put their xnfeds folly to it.

. :
As I said at te beg Wag of my meat, fese is bread sgreesm ma fee l^y 
elements of a settlement: devolved and iw psB®$ in Bfetea ftetad, j 
sensible and significant Ncsfe-^os^t arrangements, a
between rhe two govenEs^s. The m^ises of a reasonably e? ^ar,
even if wmy of the details will te feedy ©ve?. us ;sw gst dow to
the substance without forther ado or grewteato.

There is no time to waste. The situadsa on fe; psund' iu. Kwfem Ireland 
fragile. Everyone is conscious of the dangers of the forthcoming marching 
season. No-one wants to see a repetition of last year's dreadful events. He 
the Government arc determined to act. As the North report said, the best w 
balance the conflict of rights and responsibilities involved in disputed marct 
through local accommodation.

I
4 that, so fes as
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a

There ate of course risks in the approach we are taking. No lasting settlement 
can be arrived ar without caking some risks. But Ihave no doubt the mca 
we have put in place are right They provide the basis fat a way forwart

So, Mada® Speaker, this process has ges sawsg. ffeg @aia is
leaving, with or without Sinn Fein. If they want to join, it i« afcsateiy de®' 
what they have to do. I have dealt straight with dm. I expect straight dealing 
inretunt We and the other parties will not be waiting around for them.

The Government is absolutely committai to doing everything it can to encoura] je 
a local accommodation ar Dnuncree, as dsswtas. co sgeou® of te
legitimate concerns of all sides. Accordingly, the Scsre^ry of Stare is today 
issuing invitations to discussions with the Orange Order and the Garvaghy Retd 
residents at Hillsborowgh Castle on Friday. Nobody will to forced to talk fees - 
to*foce with those they do not wish to, tor my R£ Frigid will wate a fete 
determined effort to make progress. I appeal to a51 csasssod fo ssespt this 
invitation to talks. Accommodation need nss te a <&W toman lb es
may bs as 8£sk©.

I owe it to her, and this Home owes it to ter, all wh© have asd 
authority ©we it to her, co pur a step to the killing and to pin in place a lasting: 
political settlement. She has enjoyed me year of peace in the whale of tor life.
When hw children arc bom, I want eveiy year of their lives to to a year of 
peace.

This morning I met fie 12 year old gnt Margaret Gibney, who wrote to me^nd 
to other public fjfifc, urging us to ©@®ssi? ©rnsdws ea fciisgfeg afe® psses m 
Northern Ireland.
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V. —' —scfflenientwhhinamner ofmonto.^
Ireland want, need and deserve.
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Sinn Fein’s participation in talks. The enW of Sinn Fein into the mlks 
requires an unequivocal rutomtion of the IRA cemefire. Negotiating wlute 
violence continues, or under the threat of violence, ts unacoepable.

The British Government wants to see ds. talks proceed on an inctaiv. task and 

—r—x—
I Zned by the requ— set out * pmagraphs 8 and 9 of

Rules for Substantive AU-PartyWiadons”. The Seermmytf Stamn^ 
obliged to issue en invitation to Sinn Fein when she considers those re,unemen 
^^et, having made a political judgement of sU die circutnstancesm the round.

The purpose of the meetings on 21 and 28 May was to ensure there was no 
misunderstanding of the Government’s position or of Sion Fein’s. Tta note sets 
our the Government’s position, in particular on the points raised by Stnn Fem.

—'e~. 
therefore to remove any misunderstanding by saying the pen lidJune,
judgement is some S weeks. If sn unequivocal ceasefire is m phce y • 

end is satisfy * word and d«d. Sinn Fein would *slm 
session of the negotiations by the end of July. That would be the occasion 

Fein to make clem its commitment to the MltcheU i prmeipl«-
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,.„pfr,rap. -rfi« c°neaa » get this proca &e
SC?1 ._ tte Uta should Mt MlLy *’* *• to“

There wiB bo reg»I» »evle’ra of propels.

... ^^ivfeUowina aeees^ we expect panHpffiSMBht wish.....

w,fltEral 0±er meetings in Castle Buildings, indudmg between the 
tadepondootChM-MMdSiMfoiu- Sinn Fein woddsiso hove access to sn ■ 

ofiicc in Castle Buildings.

Third,dMOMd-^ n-^m^th^alwaysoa^itclearthrtitwwrtsto
ofdeoomndssiowg. The _^^^MthBajM,MtbledI 
resolve this rapidly » s Realistically^ te eaa ® teis of

ivUtchsh tap □st It Is working wish Irish

,k;< basis

across the speetnan of the negotwriow-
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Fourth, confidwtce-building. Tie Government wants to build confidence on all

' sides oftheconu^,'basedonpr»«p^^
treatment and parity of esteem Measures already announced include the 
incorporation of the ECHR into domestic law; a review of training opportunity for 
young people; a commitment to equality of opportunity in the labour market; a 
-pitmen, to legislate thia year on the North Report; and a commitment to 
implement proposals to develop a policing service capable of securing the support 
of*, whole community, including a mom independent complete system. In 
response to a farther point of apparent concern, the Government has always made 
clear it has equal respect for the varied cultural tradidons of both commuaaes, 
inking the Irish language and culture. It also recognises the particular 

sensitivities of prisoner issues on ail aides.

Confidence-building is of course a two way street. A p* end lasting 
abandonment of violence would do more to rebuild confidence across the 
community than any other step. OtherparemiUt^^^-"^ 
through so-cafied punishment attacks should also stop, on ail sides. , wo
help the Government to respond imaghadvely in mesa such as secunty fame 

deployments, and other consequences of the conflict.

talks, the substantive negotiations will be taken forward in Sep
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