
16.

18.

Conduct of the Proceedings

All participants in the negotiations will negotiate in good faith, seriously 
address all aspects of the agreed agenda, and make every effort to reach a 
comprehensive agreement. They will maintain confidentiality on all aspects 
of the negotiations except where they may from time to time agree to 
publicity.

17. The negotiations in the various formats, committees and sub-committees, 
will be on the basis of a comprehensive agenda for the negotiations as a 
whole, adopted by agreement in the opening plenary, as it relates to the 

participants’ area of competence. Without prejudice to any participant’s 
negotiating position, each participant will be able to raise any significant is
sue of concern to them and receive a fair hearing for those concerns with
out their ability to do so being subject to the veto of any other party in the 

negotiations. Participants may, by agreement, develop or refine the com
prehensive agenda.

Any participant in the format in question will be free to raise any aspect of 
the three relationships, including constitutional issues and any other mat
ter which it considers relevant. The conduct and outcome of the negotia
tions will be exclusively a matter for the relevant participants. No negoti
ated outcome is either pre-determined or excluded in advance or limited 
by anything other than the need for agreement. Participation in negotia
tions is without prejudice to any participant’s commitment to the achieve
ment by exclusively peaceful means of its preferred options. It is common 
ground that any agreement, if it is to command widespread support, will 
need to give adequate expression to the totality of all three relationships.

19. The agenda for each meeting of the negotiations shall be settled by the 

participants on the basis of proposals put forward by the Chairman in ac-

14. The timing and duration of meetings in the various formats shall be deter

mined by the relevant Chairman, having due regard to the views of the 
participants. However, unless otherwise agreed by the Business Commit
tee, negotiating sessions in different formats, or within formats, will not be 
held simultaneously, to allow participants, if they so wish, the option of 
fielding the same negotiating team throughout the negotiations.

15. The Business Committee will be available to advise the Chairmen on the 
day-to-day exercise of their responsibilities and to facilitate communica
tion between participating delegations and the Chairmen.


