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STRAND 2

AN ULSTER UNIONIST PARTY PAPER
ADDRESSING

AGENDA ITEM 6

1992.2B flugust,

The Rt Hon James Molyneaux, MP. 
Councillor Ken Maginnis, MP. 
Councillor Jim Nicholson, MEP. 
Dr. Christopher McGimpsey.



the approved Agenda for Strand 2 reads:-Item 6 on

aspects ofFundamenta 1 the prob 1em: realities;under lying

allegiance;ident i ty; constitutional .

Upder 1ying_rea1ities^

to addlittle toWe have those matters identified the basisas

Sub-Commi tteethe Report of the Strandfor 1 1992)( 16 June,

Dec 1 ar at i onand of Principles whichto the i n ourwe defined

submission to the Agenda Setting Meeting for Strand 2.

We would seek to emphasize:

i . bethat there must unambiguous acknowledgementandopen

of the status of Northern Ireland within the United Kingdom

of Great Britain and Northern I re 1 and.

i i . r ight self-determination people ofthat the of for the

Northern Ireland must be invi o1 ate.

i i i . that protection of the rights of citizens,mustthere be

accordancei n the principlesgroups and communities with

of international those established bylaw and the Conference

the Citizensand by

Charter.
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on Security and Co-operation in Europe



that those responsible for the government of Northern Irelandi v.
must be the democratic of theand accountable tochoice

electorate of Northern Ireland.

government and administration of Northern Irelandthethatv.

conducted i n with the internationalbemust accordance

obligations of the United Kingdom within the European Community.

arrangements which wouldmust be spec i a 1therevi . that no

derogate from the democratic rights of the people of Northern

Irel a 'd.

Identity

allis that the by now,The fact

sensitivities offully aware of the aspirations and the others.

already asserted in our Strandreiterate what we haveWe would

2 Opening Statement,

mutual understandingand"Identification of common interest a

of each other’s position is

and theUn i ted K i ngdomprogress and co-operation between the

Irish Repub lie”.

the matter of identityUnionist Party recognises thatThe Ulster

those whose1f-esteem ofandis central theto

In thisIreland. respect we will beUn i tedtowould aspire a

cogni zance to those acceptedto give ful1 andcontent proper
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a necessary prerequisite to political

parties around the table are,



principles which deal with minority rights.

Allegiance

Ulster Unionists that neither the issue of identity

the political aspiration of any participant should be confusednor

"a 11 eg iance”.with

hold opinionWe to the that no society can function properly

greater numberunless the of its willing to play

their full part in the life of the community.

We be1i eveno t that allegiancedo ex i sts in 1imbo . Rather ,

it derives from attachments and, like pebb1e tosseda

concentric circles e.g.pond , generates the family, friends

and neighbours, a church assoc i at ion, localthe town, theor

Thiscounty, the reg ion. is as evident in Nationalist circles

in those which are Unionist.as

Every citizen who rightly hisdemands ach i eves place andand

role within communi ty first of all, an obligation andhas,a

duty to that communi ty. U11 imate in aspirationalaffect ion,

terms, for either London that basicaf fee t

truth .

All democratic societies accept this concep t of

reasonab1e.
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are anxious

citizens are

a 11 eg i ance as

into a

or Dublin should not



Constitutional

UnionistsUlster respec t the Democratic Process. They neither

be re-wri tten that will ofthenor

the electorate can be ignored. They adhere the commonsenseto

approach that, whatever be the wishes of the electoratemay

in future, today’sthe mandate must be respected. They do not

thathowever, this abso1ves those electedargue, from their

responsibility to try to reconc i1e and accommodate differing

attitudes within the community.

The inadequacies of the present Direct Rule process combined

with the unacceptab 1e Ang1o-Ir i sh Conference are evident. The

Strand 1 stage has produced possible bluepr int for progressa

internally. Strand 2 is about how relationships between the

Irish Repub lie and Northern I re 1 and become constructivecan

meaningful.and Strand 3 should achieve the normalisation of

relations between the United Kingdom and the Irish Republic.

We existingwish to re-examine the British/Irish structures

and (a) improvements where necessary; rat i onalizationto propose (b )

where possible and replacement where they are unfair, unjust<c )

These include:-

The Inter-governmental Council.i .

i i . The Anglo-Irish Conference.

iii. The British-Irish

The Biannual Meeting of UK/Irish Prime Ministers.i v.
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Inter-parliamentary Tier.

believe that history can

or unworkable.



will proposing,be i n Strand 3,We that (ii) be replaced by

of the(*)Counc i1 British Isles comprising representativesa

the U.K. and Irishof both Republic’s governments and of any

assemblies which may, at time, deva 1vedbe within e i thenany

jur i sd i c t ion.

We will be proposing that the necessity for ( i ) be re-examined.

( iii ) continue we will par tic ipateShou1d in its deliberations.

We will be proposing that ( iv) should be co-ordinated to allow

both Prime Ministers to meet with where i tand to address, is

appropriate, the Inter-Irish Relations Committee.

We will be proposing that (*)Irish and EC Affairs Committeeany

which may be established within new devolved Northern Irelanda

administration should participate, under the rules of that new

administration and within the context proposed Councilof the

of the British Isles, (*)Inter-Irish Relations Committeein an

which would facilitate business between the Belfast and Dublin

administrations.

The role of such wi 11a committee be to provide a vehicle for

dealing w i th env ironmenta1economi c, matters whereand other

i t administrations thatis deemed by the two isthere

betterinterest and f ac i1i tate understand i ngto between both

Irish traditions and both political entities in I re 1 and.
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a common



General

cons i der that thoseWe matters at 7, a, and 9 on the agenda

should be dealt with simultaneously with I tern and6

specific timetable for these items should be accommodated within

(*)

be those finally adopted.

End .
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a 3-week schedule.

Titles given to proposed new structures need not necessarily

that the


