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Surprisingly Father Reid did in fact want to talk about a
Proposed MBW project however he then made the following points
in relation to his contacts with Gerry Adams.

He said at the outset that he meets Gerry Adams regularly both
on a social basis and on matters of mutual concern such as
Prisoners etc. I explained to him, as I have told him often in
the past, that I am no longer doing the PAB job but he assured
me he was merely talking to me as a friend and that he in no way
expected me to be doing other than simply having a chat with
him. On that basis we spoke for about 40 minutes on very many
different topics but the points of interest which arose are as
follows:

i. Gerry Adams went out of his way to make three or four
references in his speech to the recent Ard Fheis which were
aimed at drawing attention to the flexibility within the
Republican movement. Phrases such as "give and take",
"political risks" and "we will be positive" were quoted by
Father Reid in this context;

ii. on the political risk point Father Reid said that the
Republican movement and Adams are not in the business of
using intermediaries for any substantive issues and
generally required some indication that a risk was being
taken by the other party. He quoted as an example when
feuding is going on within the movement some sign of good
faith which carried some risk for the party concerned is
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always sought before proceeding;

1147 according to Father Reid, who assured me that he personally
holds John Hume in high esteem, said that the rank and file
of the movement regard Mr Hume as an out and out traitor
and that Mr Adams believes John Hume's assessment of the
Republican philosophy does not square with the Republican
assessment of the Republican philosophy - I did not pursue
an  explanation as I did not want to prolong the
conversation.

3 RTe Lam absolutely convinced that Father Reid was merely chatting
things over with me and that he is not acting as an intermediary
Or conduit and I am satisfied he is aware of my own position. I
expect he will be in contact with me again but it will be about
the MBW scheme that he has an interest in - I have spoken to Mr
McNeill and he has explained the sensitivities to me and I do
not intend to enter where angels fear to tread.
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