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NORTHERN IRELAND: FURTHER COMMENTS BY TAOISEACH

SUMMARY
& TAOISEACH REPEATS WILLINGNESS TO PUT IN WRITING
COMMITMENT TO HOLD A REFERENDUM ON ARTICLES 2 AND 3.

REFUSES
TO GIVE DETAILS OF PEACE INITIATIVE. OPPOSITION LEADERS
SUPPORTIVE.
DETAIL
2.

IN THE DAIL ON 7 DECEMBER THE TAOISEACH REPEATED HIS
WEEKEND PLEDGE TO PUT IN WRITING THE GOVERNMENT'S COMMITMENT TO
HOLD A REFERENDUM IN ARTICLES 2 AND 3 OF THE CONSTITUTION IN
THE EVENT OF AN OVERALL NORTHERN IRELAND SETTLEMENT. HE SAID
THAT ''TO BE SUCCESSFUL, THE PEACE PROCESS MUST TAKE ACCOUNT OF
THE NEED TO SAFEGUARD THE RIGHTS AND IDENTITIES OF THE TWO
COMMUNITIES IN NORTHERN IRELAND'', BUT HE REFUSED TO BE DRAWN

ON THE ELEMENTS IN THE DRAFT JOINT DECLARATION OR THE POINTS OF
DIFFICULTY BETWEEN THE TWO GOVERNMENTS.

So THE OPPOSITION DECLINED TO TAKE ISSUE WITH THE

TAOISEACH: INDEED, THEY CONTINUED TO EXPRESS GENERAL SUPPORT
FOR HIS EFFORTS OVER THE DECLARATION.
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