
t of a declaration which S unri Fein suggests should be rnadeJointly by the. British and L) uh Lin Governtnents,
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The developrnent of closer European Unity will Intensify theneed for Irel and to be unl ted in -i ts approach to all rnaJorissues, in the con text of Europe and beyond.

Bot h the Bri t; i s h Prime Mi n is ter and the •raoi sea ch are
c on v inc ed t ha t t he ng of a cornpr eh ensi ve poll t i cal
set t 1 ement , wi t h the consequent ending ot con f I ict and the
heal ir18 of divisions, can make a huge posi Cive contribution to
the ft-lture wel fare and prosperity of Ireland and Its people,
as well as bring to an end one of the Last remaining dlvislons
in Europe. Both of t hern recognise that the ending of division
can only come about through the a8reernent and co—operation of
the people i n or t h and sou t h and that the present
consti t uti on al arrangements have Inhibi ted the cleveLoprnent of
this process. •['hey therei ore Ina Ice a sol ernn comrni t t men t to
create a new poli tic al f r arnewor-k, encompassing a LL the people
of the Is Land and, In this context, to use all their intluence
and resources to t os ter. agreernent and reconciliation arnong
the people of Ireland and between the peoples of Ireland and
Bri ti an.

'I'he Bri t i sh Prime Minis ter rei terates, on behal f of the
Bri t Ish Government, that they have no selfish, strategic,
poli tic al or economic in ter lest in Nor t hern Ireland, and that
their sole interest peace, stability and
reconciliat.ion established by agreement among the people who
inhabit the island. The Bri t Ish Government acknowl ed8es also
that it is the wish of the people of Bri tain to see the people
of Ireland Live together in unity and harmony, with respect
for their diverse tradi t ions, Independen t , but with fuL-l
recogni t i ora of the special links and the unique relationship
which exists between the peoples of Bri tain and Ireland, 'Che
British Government, consequently, • comrni ts Itself to such unity
(wi thin a period to be agreed) and to use all its int Iuence
and energy to win consent lor this policy,

The 'l•aolseach, on behal f Q f the Irish Governrnent, accepts that
the exercise of the democratic right of sel by
the people 01 Ire L and as a whole would best. be ach]. evecl th
the agr eernent. arid the consent ot t he people of Northern
Ireland and that It must, consistent with Justice and equity,
respect the democra tic dignity and the clv1J. ri8hts ot both
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communi t les. •l'he Irish Government would, accordingly, cornmi t
itself to working in the spirit and on the basis ot the Report

t he New Ire Land Forum, crea t e ins t 1 tutions and
structures which, while respect Ing the diversity of the people
of Ireland, would enable them to work toge ther in all areas
which affec t them in common. 'l'hls would help to bull d the
trust necessary to end • past divisions, leading to an agreed
and peaceful future. Such structures would, of course, include
insti tut10naL recogni t i on of the special I Inks tha t exist
between the peoples of Britain and Ireland as part of the
totall ty of relationaships, whil e' taking account of newly
forged 1 inks with the rest of Europe.

Given the British Government's commit t ment to facili tate this
process, by removing the consti t u t ional barriers to peace and
reconciliation, the 'l'aoiseach has Indicated to the Bri tish
Prime Minis ter, his Intention of es ta blishing a perrnanen t
Irish Convention in order to consul L and advise on the steps
required to real Ise the unity of the L r Ish people by removing
the barriers of distrust +.ihlch presently divide the people of
Irel and and to develope adequate guarantees and sa.i eguards for
a I sec ti ons o f the Iri sh people, nor t h and south. 'Che
conven on would be open to all dernocra-tlcal 1 y mandated
poli ticaJ. parties in Irel and who share the 0b J ec t Ive 01- a
Uni t ed Irel and, or who wish to share in di al 08 ue about
Ireland's poLi future and the welfare of all Its people,
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