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JOINT DECLARATION - BRIEFING MR MOLYNEAUX

The Prime Minister will brief Mr Molyneaux, subject to any
decisions taken at Monday morning’s meeting of Ministers, on the
Joint Declaration Initiative. We envisage the Prime Minister will
not wish to ask Mr Molyneaux for a yes or no to the Initiative,
nor seek his commitment to it. He will rather give Mr Molyneaux
his own frank account and assessment of the present position, and
ask for his advice and judgement as an experienced political
leader in Northern Ireland on the chances of the Initiative
securing general acceptability. The Prime Minister may also wish
to seek Mr Molyneaux'’s personal support for his decision to make
the difficult judgement that the Initiative was something that
should be considered, given the possibility of securing the great

prize of an ending of violence by the Provisionals.
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In outlining the position to Mr Molyneaux the Prime Minister may
wish to sketch the background to the present position, including
an explanation that the Initiative does not arise wholly from

Mr Hume'’'s contacts with Mr Adams, and that the Government'’s view
has been conditioned by its own intelligence assessments of the
likelihood of a Joint Declaration leading to peace. He may also
wish to emphasise the Government’s insistence that any Declaration

would have to make explicit reference to the guarantee of Northern

Ireland’s constitutional status.

I enclose a speaking note in bull point form for the Prime
Minister, and copies of a slightly revised intelligence
assessment, and the current draft of the Joint Declaration
incorporating our proposed amendments (minus a single phrase 1in
the additional sentence in paragraph 4), which the Prime Minister
might show to Mr Molyneaux during the meeting. phe—speaking note—
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