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(As confirmed by the Irish side oOn 105102931

1. The Taoiseach and the British Prime Minister acknowledge
that the most urgent and important 188Uu€ facing the people
of Ireland, North and South, and the British and Irish
Governments together, is to remove the causes of conflict,
to overcome the legacy of history and to heal the divislons

which have resulted, recognising that the absence of 2

lasting and satisfactory settlement of relationships.between

the people of both islands has contributed toO continulng

\ tragedy and suffering.

2. They consider that the gevelopment of the Europeal
Community, in which both countries are€ partners,
fundamentally changes the nature and the context of
British-Irish relationships and will progreselvely remove

the basis of the historic conflict st raking place in
and opportunities of the

Northern Ireland. The challenges
European single Market will, of themselves;,
approaches to serve interests common to both parts of

require new

Ireland.

? 3. The Taoiseach and the British prime Minister are convinced

) of the inestimable value to both their peoples of healind
Ireland and of ending @& conflict which nas been

divisions 1in
so manifestly toO the detriment of all. Both recognise that

+the ending of divisions can coOme about only through the
nd cooperation of the people; North and South,
g both traditions 1n ireland. They therefore

agreement a

make a solemn commitment €O promote cooperation at all

-\ representin
| levels. They therefore make a solemn commitment toO promote

¥

| agreement and reconciliation, leading to a new political

\ framework founded on consent and encompassing the whole

i
\ cooperation at 211 levels. It ig their aim to foster
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igsland and its relations with the neighbouring island.

of the British

terates oOn behalf
ategic politicﬁl

The Prime Minister reil
or

Government that they have no selfish 8T

£ in Northern Ireland.
stability and recon
1 the people who 1n
rher with the Irish

which will embrace

he British

Their primary
ciliation
habit

economic interes
interest is to see peace,
hed by agreement among al

and they will work toge
n agreement,

establils
the island,
Government tO achlieve such a

the totality of relationships .
Government will be to encourage, assist and enable such

agreement over a period through a process of dialogue @&

d on full respect for the rights and
reland. They acknowledge

for Ireland

The role ot t

nd

cooperation base
jdentities of both traditions ko) 3
the legitimacy of any form of self—determination

hole which seems agreemen of consent,
of the people

ment may.,

tructures for T
r the peop

t on the basls
cland. They

rake the form
hole.

as a Ww
North and South,
accept that such agree
of agreed independent B
Both Governments agree
ne to exercis
pring abo
t, North and

that they will,
to give effect tO

living in IT

ag of right,
ne island as & W
that it is fo le of island

of Treland alo

self—determination to
£ freely given consen
gation
legislation
n future I€

basis O
reaffirm as @ binding obll for their

part, introduce the necessary
| re of agreement O

hout external

concurrent North/South
eople of Britain would

ndship to all sides, people of
how they may 1ive together in

pect for their diverse
al links

freely and collective
on a basls of

impediment and
lieve that the P

consent. They be
+o encourade the

wish, 1n frie
reach agreement Ol
with res

gnition of the specil
. ch exists between the peoples

Ireland to

and the unlque relationship
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of Britain and Ireland.

5T aoise .
he Taoiseach, on behalf of the Irish Government, conslders

and especially of
Y and well-beind will
fused

that the lessons of Irish history,

Northern Ireland, show that stabilit

not be found under any political system which 18 re
nde of identity by a
He accepts;

allegiliance OY rejected on grou
ose governed DY it.

£, that the de
f Ireland as @ whole

greement and

significant ninority of th
on behalf of the Irish Governmen

# of self-determination by the people ©

d and exercised with the a
land and must,

ect the democratic
g of both

must be achieve
consent of the people of Northern Ire

tent with justice and equity, reeP
d religious libertie

& consis
dignity and the civil righte an

communities.

meelves to

t accordingly commit the
Report of the

he basls of the
d structures

6. The Trish Governmen
irit and on t

| working in the SP

orum to create institutions an

jty of the people of
reas Of

puild the

|y New Ireland F

which, while respecting the divers

| Ireland,
over a period to

leading to an agreed
of course,
ecial links that

common interest.

‘ and peaceful future.
| include institutional recognition of the 8P
exist between the peoples of Britain and ireland as part of

11
\ the totality of relationships, while taking sccount of newly

forged 1inks with the rest of Europe.

FRRGES Sen 3 v ——
-y = - -~
— — L —— "
| ———
2 T
™
—

PN Ethe 1ight of their joint commitment tO promote the
foregoing objectives, the Taolsea

h Prime Minister his intention of establishing a

to consult and advise on the

ch has indicated tO the

Britis
permanent Irish Convention
steps required to remove €

sent divide the people O
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hem of self-determination

way of the exercise in common by t
£orthe convention

on a basis of equality. It will be open
n ways in which agreement,

and respect for the rights and
can be promoted

to make recommendations O as

defined in the Forum Report,
identities of both traditions 1n ireland,

and established.

authority of Bunreacht na hEireann,
It will be a fun

£ all differences be
of the right

damental guiding

established under TE
+rween the

nciple of the convention tha
e exe

pri
Irish people relating to th
1 be re

rcise in common

to self—determination wil golved exclusively by

peaceful political means.

mocratically mandated

de exclusively py the

dialogue about
11 its people.

will be open to all de
d which abi
to share 1n
nd the welfare of a

The Convention
political parties 1in Irelan

democratic process and wish

Ireland’s political future a
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