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NORTH/SOUTH COUNCIL - MATTERS AND POWERS

Intradustion

a number of functional ex

The establishment of a North/South Counci, w
bodies, and a Sccrctaria, is proposed in our separate paper on North/South St
“This paper makes proposals in regard to the mattes that might be designated as fallin
within the remit o such a Councl, and the powers it might exercise in resp

maters

2 at the Council
opertion and common action
these matters

i between North and South on all maters of mut

ould be three-fold:

andagree

@ it would in certain designated areas take decisions, determine pol
armangements for the implementation of those decisions or polices;

() in other specified areas the members of the Council would use their best
P o ptio
of a common policy;
Gil) on all other mattes the Council would act a a forum for consutation and co-
peration: it would of course be open 1o the o sides, by agreement, to take joint
action or adopt a common policy on these mattrs alo.
3. Wealso envisage that it would be open to the Counci, by agreement, o transfer matt

from one category of responsibility to another

4 Inisp ivided the matters which would
o e NS Comell - a9 all s i e o
administrations - nto three c:

1L witin e et

(®)  designatedmatters n relation to which the Council would from e outs:
decisions, determine policy, and arrange for implementation

in elation o which the members ofthe Council would use the
at on joiat actions or common policies.

) specified m:
best endeavours o reach ag

other matter, in elation to which the Council would be & forum for cons

©
‘might be agre

ind co-operation in whate

5 Wepropose st amuntes of at
from Alarger number of maters viould fllinto x}aw cond category, n
fll into the third category. A d in paragraph 3 above, if

i he bsis of agreement be

uld subsequentl




moved into th

e fistor second categon

Desi

In regard to those ed, category, it is important that the

gnation should be o the basi of clear mutial advantage and d gty The
o be designated

re are many matter

e belcv tht, iy both praccland
limited number of tems, rather than

I our view, the matters most apt for inclusion in the highest catego
Comnil would v xcluiedcson-akingand olicy.scig poves come o
in the following a

- scctors involving a naturalor physical all-Ireland framework;
- EUprogrammes and iniiatives

- marketing and promotion activitis abroad;

- culture, heritage and sport

cton of maters from these areasis set outbelow.

Sestors involving a natural or physical al-lreland framewor

everal sectors involve a natural o physical ll-Ireland framevork, cu
transport, energy, healts, marine matters and cconomic.pol

‘Agriculure appears partcularly well-suited to joint ac rmu

mmon approsches within the Nord/South Councl. The agricultral srucurs, nd
hence e intress, of the two parts ofthe island ae broadly simil
Goverments have aleady, o g e, deolved poe 0 e Eopean Union and

th administations essentially act 25 a Comm

Agricultural Policy (CAP).

Moreover, the two

Wepropose, therfors, it e NorSouts Counl e g o
o the sapets. af the CAP, oclding mplem
{ormuladonaf polc s regerd o s fke eveop

el b g g ol s o
pment of n, and
y into the remit of  North/South Couneil. The Council would




ble, subject o the teaty obligatons of Ireland and the United King
ion and managemen of EU programmes and initatives with
orall including G

csso, ad e Specil

csponsi

amme for Peace and Reconciliation. This role for

Marksting and Promotion Activities Abros
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and South, and should s posi £
f South, and indeed

key success s a positive, fo

support of private and. This has been

of reas.

s et b kgt i e ot o s, we bl i e

dcular case n terms of mutual dvantage, economies of scale and the avoidance

o dupeaion, o gt eponilty o e vkt andprmoto of s

products and sctivies abroad i b given 0.4 Noc/Soulh 5ody.. I many counries,

Ireland is peresi unit with a single “personality”. The most obvious arca is

oo, wherehe sl i o views . sege oot destnton, Thre s ready
two

fIreland abroad. For th
304 of s g it cferNortr land tough e Sou. The s Bt
hav it ofies n London and Sydaey. s sugsied heelor, . esponsvily
for the promotion of Ieland ab

e NorSouth Counil T wold e A o st ot Dmmoumml iy
abroad from the rest of the existing Tourist Boards® functions, so that it would be
refiabl tht thee be  sogle, il Tours Bosrd veder he directon of the
Council

d could be assigned to & NorthSouth Council. Th
erged in  single

For

ovided from the island of Irl

oot promoon oo of ABT and th 1DB coud, herefore, be
sation under the direction of the Council

nds;

ltue,

Tt woul for the Council e
heritage. This would serve as an important reflection of the ll-Irland dimensions of
both the nationalist and the unionist radiions, and would be  valuable means of

grester understanding and reconciliation betvween the raditions on the island.
' of the Irish language would be an example of an area which could
s in this cegard. In additon, there i clearly an

promot
The promo
usefully be treated on a North/Sout




rvation of our shared physical heritage in terms of
1 hisoratbing
efors dae 0 the time when there

a single administration in Ireland, and furu
would be best conducted on an all.
romoted and supported on an all-island bas's, including

means of the establishment of a single Arts Council

regar, we would propose the csiablishment o  single ~p
Counci, under the diretion of the Council The Spors Counil coud, ner
major

o 30t i 0o Sk o7 ot s B et et

‘Catcgorisation of Matters Falling within Remit of Council

16 Having regard 1o the forcgoing, including the issue of prioriisation, we propose,

m the outse, and those in respect of which it would
sssume esponsvily ik a pecified G-, vy e yors. The s roup
would be designated as such in any agreement reached in the Talks, but would in the

im be treaed as fallng within Category B, specified matters on which the members
ot Couneil would e i et codcouss s

17 At Annex B we attach a list of specified matters

flling into Category B.

Other matters would be the subject o consultation and agreed co-operation.
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AnasxA

Category A Designated Matters

Common Agricul

Policy: policy formation. and implemer

the NortSouth INTERREG proganme e Special
d Reconcilition and LEADER I

Marine research

The island's physical cultural heritage (including the establishment of asi
E e

The arts (including the establishment of asingle Arts Council)
Sport (including the establishment of a single Sports Counci)
Aquaculture

Science and technology policy

Environmental p

Waste management
Regulation of local radio
Management of inland waterways
Wildife conservation

and Employment Services

Support programme




AnnexB

Category B Specified Matters

Enterprise and Employment

Identifcation and rem

to North/South trade.
Promotion of asingle al-island market

Cooperation on the promotion invward investment n both jurisdict

‘Masine and Natural Resources

Im

entation of and policy towards Common Fisheri

- Tnlend Fisheri

- Foresuy

Bublic Enterprise:

Gas and Electrciy (including regulation)

Telecommunications including spectrum allocation, equipment type approval

Environment

Water resource manageme ss-bord

- Emen

- Promotion of environmental awarcness

Agtculure
Rural developmer

Animal health




Social Welfore

Action aga

nst welfare fraud

- Health promotion

- Cooperationind

planning of new medical failties and services

- Practical

elopment of a healh st

mplementation of EU programmes and iniiatives (SOCRATES, LEONARDO)

- Promotion of educational services abroad

- Youhissues and NIS Youth exchanges

pment of asingl gy and.

peration n planning faclies for students with special needs

- Development of allisland Education for Mutu

Understanding.

Cooperation on Iish Language schools, provision of books and material etc

Lustice, g

dity 20d Lav §

ement and education




Equality issues

ing prevention of

crimination on the




