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Annex

1. he Gover dosire Britich declar nterest
in eventual Ir nity was most rece ven

“In i 8
2. Informal British reaction to this call by the Government has

been to say that a declaration of the kind we seck wou

a removal of the "constitutional guarantee®. It would, British

officials say, be a message to unionists that they would no longer
- in fact,

acceptance of the nationalist aspiration.

have the support of the British Government which would

be signalling the

The British say they could not, on this analysis, make such a
declaration. They consider that at the practical level its

effects would be

¥ violent unionist

o provoke a strong, prot

On the contrary I.R.A. violence, the British feel, might well
increase also s the T.R.A. would interpret British
Jeclaration as a sign of weakness and a signal of incipient

withdraval :

3. our basic aim in
declaration of inter
the unionist section and
their political and ec
the British declaratio

unionist pojitical t

that is an evolution towards a more open attitude to this State and

towards recognition of our common interests in, for instance,

EBuropean context. The ceclaration is accordingly not conceived as




thing which w £ stself bring about an o

< @ const 1/politic

tar ioni ght-proc .

4. It seen o an 1
of giving a political st ¢ b
without specific wit a1 of tional 2
takin This would involve a de British of
interest in eventual Irish tnity and Of their desire to se

sections of the community in N

advantages to be derived f:

aeclaration 4 be completed or accompanied by an

that the o h would not meanwhile be withdrawin

taking n constitutional position of ies
until a majority desired change. The two parts a
statement would be compatible. The met effect could be to
produce positive effects on unionist thinking which we wan
while avoiding the negative unionist reaction whic Br
fear.
sal for such a tu eclaration n
ing accepted. A declaration along the line s
snt & change in the British position, and a chan
11d have brought about. On ghe basis of tentat
discussion on a personal basis abou

would seen that the B

However the British mig

to safeguarding waion

for a united Treland o




