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XCB cvo,

Hallelutah

The relist atter the long months of doubt about the Decemer
1 pur 81 muovil

lpables

beclaration is p

2ad thanks and congratulations to yourselt and John Chilcott for
your help, ur derstanding and hard work during those tortuous

There Lo a long way to go yot so 1 know you will forgive a few
superfluous w wisdon: this is the time for generosity
nee on all sides and a time to build

The framework being constructed by Sean and Quinton provides a
solid foundation

Dermg€ Nally
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Government_Statement

The Government warmly welcome the decision of the IRA to end

year canpaign and to make a definitive commitment to the

success of the democratic peace

is in keeping with the overwhelming and heartfelt wish for peace

of the vast majority of the Irish people over a long period, and

will be greeted with enthusiasm by our

and p

The Government look forward

seeing the decision for peace

and to reciprocal action

ed in paramilitary

St P Ao Talaa

1 constitutional parties,

p should lead to the

negotiationion an all-cound inclusive basis

£ a just and lasting

ical settlement between the people reland North and

rtunity to take the gun out o

ics foraver, and to achieve a new and far-

ceonnodatio

Ireland in a transformed atmosphore




Wo can also look forward to major h and

South from the establishment of peace, as well as material

the border regions

support for reconstruction in the North and

from the US and 20

There is now a reco

the for all groups and communities in Irela

only way forvard

Both Governnents are committed to the Downing Street

It has been the major catalys peace, and makes democracy the

cornerstone of all future political development

ercion to all sactions of the

thenselves to be under attack
will particularly

ss of life on all sides of

continue to sympathise with the

the relative friends of

those who have died. We must salute the courage and th
on both sides of the border who have

y without fear or favour in accordance with

protected

their duty and the rule of law.

The Government hope that it will now scon be possible to close
forever this x history and that it
will never be repe: o put the past behind us. The
main task ahead i w trust and foster a spirit of

31 August 1994
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v1(9)4
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a complete and permanent cessation of

g its welcome decision, the IZA was we!

at any ceasefire on a more limited basis would

been sufficient i

he esire

erwhelning mejority of the Irish people

pernanent an

lasting peace. Nor it would i

net the terms clearly and consistently set out b

ments in respect of full participation in political

ialogue on the way ahead,

he IRA deci;

n based on a sec:

Irish or British Governments?

all tines and




a rejected
onference.

enable Mr Adams to recommen

campaign?

s is something you will

an saying to you is

and private position on the
tally by the Joint Declaration. We said at the time of

» that one of its central

ively removed any last

has now been taken.

What about reacting to Loyalist o2

zegard itself as free to retaliate against

attacks on Catholics?




Authorities to ensure that

ely with the Briti

s delicate time the maximum

el of security i

vided to vulnerable Nationalist aress is our

nope, of course. milita:

will react positively and comstructively to the IRA

decision. They have said over the years

their actions were a

security of both communities in

aented

Northern Ireland. There is now an unpr

also

principle and to opt £

What would happen if the IRA were to undertake

retaliatory action and thereby contravene the terms of

their statement of cessation?

I do not wish to get hypothetical questions.

Judge und, and we are hopeful,
sensitivity and goodwill on all sides, that will

v on the

Irish Government - and no doubt

also - are utterly se:

© that the IRA




campaign?

this past

After everyt
the road to reconc

ably be a long and probably

believe the reaction of people on the ground to peac

will make it very difficult for anyone to resuse

and p1.

ge Nozrthern Ireland back in

Noreover, we hope

sides. Both

unequive

cally

total and permanent cessation of violence was 2 necessar

first step to the full

democratic process

identified as crucial to th the same time,

it is the hope of all of us that that increase in trust




Wnat happens now?

We must now begin the task of

e Jo

opportunity that has presented

Declaration stipulates that in the event of a permanent

paranilitary viole

end

parties” are fres to participate fully
aue course between

politics and to join in dialogue i
oLt

nments and ¢! a1

the Gover »
shead. The British et have stip

in their response of 19

orum now take place and whea?

as the Lrish Govergment are concermed, it was

he Joint Declaration that we would make our

own arrangements within this jurisdiction to enable

atic parties to consult together and

aialogue about the poli

referred to in this




envisaged at the

Joiat Declarai

There have been frequen

i2h Governrent's v

tish Government now take to achi

We have always held that the ending of

transforn the situation on the grousd a
and would, over time,

policies and practices. The British A

themselves have made scent months N

aispositions can be reduced
18 now




These are matters in the first imstance for the British

Government and I do not be:

o or useful to go into detai

verifiable handin

the cessation of violence.

from the use of violence for political

also clarity all around on the ultimate objective: I

hat we believe that the

eve that it would be

on spec

is year the Tanaiste spoke of the need for a

here is now a clear

ends. There <

to remove not only the gun, but all traces of the gun,

h politics, North and South

That is obviously

@ long process. The growth of Crust fron small steps

hope enable bigger steps o be




s

ave for sevaral

months been working on a frame:

rk docusent to
es as the basis for new talks,

are determined to
their work

enabling the

and against a

in be able to take part in those talks?

The Joint Declaration made clear that all democratically
mandated parties which establish

1y peaceful methods and w!
they abide by the democratic

e £




First of all, we recognise that the Unionist commumity,

which has suffered much in the violence of the past

five years, is understandably

ange in the status of Northern Ireland would only come

about with the consent of a majority of the peopls of

Northern Ireland, and that i

volvement in the peace pracess.

ven to both communities in the J

ng to fear from peace,

reiterate this to them face-to-face. We have an

ty once and for all to sscape from

lea

has bedav




peace settlement

egeneration,

nited States

st already rough the aegis of the

International Fund for Irsland. We will be sesking very

to encourage such assi. at every level

A Northern Ireland, such as

iscrimination and disadvantage. How will

addressed in the coming menth

The Irish Government have long rec

connection which exists betusen issuss of
campaign of viclence and political p

already been done through the

Agreener

New opportunitiss
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second-class communitiss, fo

is recognised by both Governments.

h

does the goal of a united Ireland now stand in

wake of the IRA ceasefire?

A unitad Ireland which ful

adgitions of bo

aspiration of a majorit
of a substantial past of
Ireland

unity could only

iven consent of a majox
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and their overvhelming condemmation of

deteraination of

violence. Secondly,

ments to stand together i

Thirdly, the courageous deta:
community, notably John

many leadars of the national
nce them by argument

o build bridges a

and example that t

follow. The key role played by President Cliaton and

0ad 1

poL

his Administration, by our long-standing f

sac of violence and

has also been

i1l the two Governments now be able to reach ag:

£ the Gover zeland Act and o

eneat, it has

the position of the Irish Government that a la




The precise form of such a p:

negotiation between

e Governnents and the po
parties. e would hope

e that the prospects for

snclus:

Q.21 Doesn

been rewarded?

A No. There has been no ewa:

on removed any

through inc:




oductive and I th

futile and counterpr

ps of Sinn Féin and

.23 5o y

ers is a danger that some loyalist

A obvicusly
paramilitaries will seek to destabilise

o situation, i

the mistaken belief that somehow peace represents &
On the contrary: all the peo
mmense relief and joy

the calm and responsible
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- (L AT

nderline our
b of Oglaigh
“<ou.2thers
v ‘operations. A1l eur

Recognising the potential of he current situation and in
e_democratic peace process -amd
§2 Soccons, the Teadeveht
from midnight
“ill be a complete cessation of wiiiio
units havé Been instructed accordingly

At this historic Srossrasds.

e xnaacr;mp of 0glaigh na héirknn
Salutes and commends

nteers; other activists; pur

sup-
Porters and the political  priseners wng mehAStSi this
Siruggle against all odds for the past 26 yasce. urage,
Trocdon soag and macrifices have demonstrated tat fma ecot oo
loosdom and the desire for peace based e s 1ait lasting
Tor Irfontecannot be crushed: “We ramember s11 ‘thass whe meca-sind
o o jone|roodom and we reiterate our commitent to oor meouritd
can objecti:

Qur_struggle has seen many gains and adva ances made by national-
the democratic position

ice ‘of cur strussie to aehimve

We note that the bowning Sereet Declaration

is not a solution no
was it presented

its authors. A solution will only b
found as s re. Tholusive mesptistions Others, not laast
Sissqacish Soverment, have a duty'to face up te. thetr Tapimey®
Oreation or s LypoushdesiraB to et oniticanti vl contrio RS EoT
creati “Shimate which will encourage this. We' urge everyine
saribhioach this new situation ‘with sneray. derersieatie’cnS
patier
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Government Statement

The Government warmly welcome the decision of the IRA to end

their 25 year campaign and to make a definitive commitment to the

success of the democratic peace process. This momentous decision

is in kee

g with the overwhelming and heartfelt wish for peace

of the vast majority of the Irish people over a long period, and
will be greeted with enthusiasm by our friends and partners

abroad

The Government look forward to seeing the decision for peace
being fully implemented on the ground, and to reciprocal action
n good faith by all other groups engaged in paramilitary
activity, as has been promised in the past. There is a heavy

onus on all, on both Gor

rnnents and all constitutional parties,

to contribute actively to the consolidation of peace by a
generous and flexible approach. The next step should lead to the
negotiation on an all-round inclusive basis of a just and lasti

political settlement between the people of Ireland North and
South of all traditions

here is now an historic opportunity to take the gun out of Irish
bolitics forever, and to achieve a new and far-reaching politica

accommodation in Ireland in a transformed atmosphere. The aim
of both Governments is an agreed Ireland, where the principle of

0ok forward to major economic benefits

South from the establishment of peace, as well as material




support for reconstruction in the North and the border regions

from the US and EU

The

Ls now, 1 believe, a recognition that the democratic system
provides the only way forward for all groups and communities in
24 S et ot Jy

! ooty e
Ireland. | the bowning Street Declaration,

of all future political development provides guarantess
against coercion to all sections of community. Thosa who
have felt thenselves to be under attack or under threat, wheth
Unionists or Nationalists, will particularly benefit from the
establishment of a comprehensive peac

ALl of us deeply regret the tragic loss of life on all sides of

the last 25 years, we will continue to sympathise with the

surviving s, and with all the relatives and friends of

those who have died the courage and the

sacrifices of those b who have
protacted the community without fea avour in accordance with
r duty and the rule of law
he Government hope that it will now soon be possible to close
this and violent chapter in our history and that it
will never be repeated. We past behind u ne
ain task ahead is & new trust and foster a

reconciliation between all the people on this island




We have had a long meeting, a very serious meeting.
Wa have had a frank discussion and cleared the air on a number

of issues

There is very serious work to be done. We don’t know whether

we will reach a satisfactory outcome but that is what we are

working to achieve

tions along the way but we are not going to

There nay be frus:

let that stop us. We want to succeed.

¥o have asked our officials to meet in the course of the coming

week to take further the work we began today. They will report

back to us and we will meet again in Brussels

We are working to succeed




