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SECRET

TETE-A-TETE BETWEEN THE TAOISEACH AND THE BRITISH PRIME MINISTER,
DUBLIN CASTLE, FRIDAY, 3 DECEMBER 1993

After . Mr Rod Lyne and

‘were invited in to take notes.

‘The Prime Minister said they should try and agree ideally what they would 'k the
end product to be:

2 permanent cessation of violence

- the basis of a lasting polical settiement

“They were different possible routes to these objectves, il of which had dificutes
They wanted 1o take two tricks, the PIRA and the Nationalists, and the Unionists
and Loyalists. Thesre had 1o bs an agresment that was polically saleable to both
Pariaments and Gabinets, and to publc opinion on both sices

‘The Taoiseach said he shared both objectives. But ifthey could find a peace

formula, it would change the whole environment of the talks process. He reminded

the PM of their first conversation, where they committed themselves to trying to find

adifferent way forward,

‘The Prime Minister also emphasised that frst Dow

ing Street mesting, though they

did not have a particular route in mind at that stage.

The Taoiseach said they had spoken about this every time they had met. They had
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their own agenda, long before people had heard about Hume/Adams. He had
given him the document in June to start the process towards getting a oint

‘Statement that was widsly acceptable. Obuiously, it had to command the support

of both communtties as well as attract the paramiltaries. It required a very neat
and delicate balance. He expressed frustration and annoyance at some recent

events. The Irish Government had exchanged information on a bona fige basis.

had caused tothe cabinet
last Tuesday, especially aftr the lengths they had gone at Brussels to distance
themselves from Hume/Adams. He had had dificues in his own party over it
Under the Anglo-ish Agreement they had an opportunty to exchangs informaton.
The war s over constiuted a major securly message. The Minister for Justice

had been told nothing about t. The two Goverments were not so close as we
thought. He acknowledged that a courageous decision had bean made to keep the
connection open. Were there two processes going on in paralie, a sort of Dutch

auction?

“The Prime Minister said it was a good idea to ciear the decks. They were stil

talking about th in June, and were They

stil wanted to produce an acceptable document. Last February's IRA message

was very starting. Throughout the whols of the subsequent correspondence, there

A None of the two
messages departed from publicly stated Brfish Government posiions. Should they
have discussed t with other people? Oriy a hendiul of people knew. It hed not
been discussed in the Britsh Cabinet. Could they tak to others, before taking to
the Gabinet? I certain circumstances, ives could be et risk. The body language

o' the IRA wes very unhelpful. The McGuinness and Adams statements had

completely fabricated mestings, quotes, and messages.

‘They were not in a Dutch auction situation,

i all had gone well, they would have




been entering taks about taks (with SF).

He then talked about rustrations. He said the Taoiseach had taken a number of
brave decisions, 50 had the Brtish in acknowiedging the nks with the IRA,
publishing the documents, and affirming the inks would stay open. The Guilhall
‘Speech was another rsk, and saying that i the IRA gave up violence, they could
enter talks in a matter of months. The foint deciaration was risky, partculary i i
did not bring about an end in violence. It would have given some advances, which
ould be used as a new starting point. He said the British were uttrly serious

‘about the pursut of peace. But they

were fusirated over some recent newspaper
reports, which mad it more dificul o sel the outcome. He gave as an example,
the report that the new Britsh paper /proposais had been Totally Unacceptable), the
line on self determination. There was no Maastricht deal with the UUP. The UUP
Supported the Government, becauise they did not ke Labour Party policy. Amore
practical point was thatthe Brtsh Government were ot justfed up, these matters

made it more diffcultto reach agreement

He asked what about the document from the Irish Government for Strand Il There

had only been a leaked version, which had caused quite an uproar, but that was

now gone. They either needed the paper or mutual agreement on the British
paper. If people separated the two Governments, the only gainers were the

paramiltaries.

‘The Taoiseach reminded the Prime Minister that the Irish Government had the right

to putin a document, whatever was in it The Prime Minister had talked about

Kicking it over the roof. He also said some of the Irish brisfing was to counter the

notion coming from British sources that the Irish Government were seeking




self-d n for the island as a whole, and this meeded to be corrected, as it

was driving the Unionists mad.

A cessation of violence would transform the talks process. There were real

problems and fears in the talks process. If vl

& were taken out of , people

Would come to the talks in a better frame of mind. His aim was to freeze the
position in time. The document did not undermine the principles of the British
Government. The only people making serious sacrifices were Provisional Sinn

Féin, in all their main objectives. He i not beleve the frustrations of ether

Government had pushed them off course.

“The Prime Minister said there had been anger at the suggestion the meeting would

not go ahead, and at suggestions the two Governments had fioated apart.

“The Taoiseach, referring to the leaked Irsn paper, said it had been an attempt by,

someone to nail down the peace niitive.

“The Prime Minister also expressed some annoyance about the airing of the

American postion

The Taciseach referred to Molyneauxs suggestion of Strand I talks only.

“The Prime Minister said the American view was that it was important the talks
shou

continue. He said the Irsh saw the Unionist block. The Unlonists had to be
brought along, even if they did not like every bit of t. Sel-evidently, he was ot in

anyone's pocket.




The Taoiseach said there had not been such discussion in depth between the two

Prime Ministers before. The document had taken on the Unionist fears, and

inputted material. He had heard Gusty Spence was trying 1o get the Loyalist

paramiltaries to the provisional IRA.

The Prime Minister asked, did we know, in the light of what the IRA were saying

and doing, what their bottom line was, ifthere was one. If we were pretty sure that

there would be a cessation of violence, this would obviously be a factor.

‘The Taoiseach repliec we know what their objectives were, and what their
Justifications were. Their campaign was on the basis of ideology. The situation
was wrong. It was clear after 25 years there was not going o be a miltary victory.
There was a new generation of young Turks coming up, as in the Loyalist
paramiltaries, who would make matters worse. They were on the polnt of

generational change, existing leaders having led the IRA since they were very

young. His information was that at every branch and sectorallevel, the momentum
for peace was very strong, But it was essential to challenge and test the notion that

there was an opportunity for peace, and expose ft for real or otherwise.

The undersigned was invited 1o give an assessmen. | stressed the IRA'S
determination above all else to remain united and not o be spit. Naturally, they.
wanted peace on the best possible terms. At the moment they were bring left off

the hook. They needed to be clearly pinned dovin.

jons of a power struggle. What were

‘The Prime Minister said they had some indic:

they playing at n the leaks?




“The Taoiseach said SF's main opposition was the SOLP in the North and FF in the

South. It would be fatal to be seen to sell the Nationalist position short.

The Prime Minister then reverted to the worries of the Unionist Community. Rod
Lyne, invited to intervene, said that over the last 1216 days the Unionists had been

more frightened, not ust

the tracitional bedrock, but the moderates. Eames was

wortied. The Convention represented a sortof hidden agenda.

‘The Prime Minister said the middie-class who were strongly in favour of peace
were beginning to wonder what was going on. The party did not know. There were

fears of a slippery siope. Consent was not a total guarantee. They were paying

the price of the Anglo-Iish Agreemen, when the Unionists had ot been kept

informed. The Taoiseach recall

led his own opposition to the Angio-rish Agreement,
partly on this basis, and explained the Convertion as a walting room. Iftalks did
not start, SF had nowhere to go.

“The Prime Minister said they could solve that problem. He then made a number of
points about Unionist fears

not knowing what was going o

‘concer that the two Governments wouid adopt a prejudicial formula on
self-determination;

that the British Government would join the ranks of the persuaders;

that the British would acknowledge the alue' of Irish unity.

tstarting points were:




reatfirmation of the constitutionl guarantee and consent;
an acceptable sef-determination formui

fear o jont authority and pan-rish structures;

worries about Articles 2 and 3

They agreed to go through the document in th

noon. Then, next week in

ints of difference

Brussels, they would identiy reminaing The tete-a-tete, which

began at 11.15 a.m. fnished at sbout 10

clock.
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