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(Commss)

“The Taciseach and the Brtish Prime Minster acknowedge that the most
urgent and important issue facing the people of Ireland, North and South, and
the Britsh and Irsh Governments together, is o ramove the causes of confict,
1o overcome the legacy of history and to heal the divisions which have

resulted, recognising that the absence of a lasting and satisfactory settement

pe the peoples of both islands to

suffering. They ofan

for peace, which h over
the past 18 months, and which is based on a number of key principles,
articulated by the two Governments over the past 20 years together with the

‘adaptation of other widely accepted principles, provides the starting point of a

‘The Taoiseach and the British Prime Minister are convinced of the nestimable
value to both their peoples of healing divisions in Ireland and of ending a
confict which has been so manifesty to the detriment of all. Both recognise

that can ugh th and

cooperation of the peaple, North and South represening both traditions in
Ireland. They therefore make a solemn commitment to promote cooperation at
alllevels on the basis of the fundamental principles, undertakings and

obiigations under international agreements, to which they have jointly

Itis their aim to foster agreement and reconciliation, leading to a new poliical
framework founded on consent and encompassing the whole island and its

relations with the neighbouring isiand.




‘
3.

‘They aiso consider that the development of the European Communiy, wil, of
itsef, require new approaches to serve interests common to both parts of

Ireland.

“The Prime Minister riterates on behaf of the Brtish Government that they
have no selfsh strategic or sconomic interest in Northern Ireland. Their
primary interest i to see peace, stabilty and reconcilation established by
agreement among all the people who inhabit the siand, and they wil work
together with the Irish Government to achieve such an agreement, which il
embrace the totalty of relationships. The roe of the British Government willbe

twer

urage, assist and enable such agreement over a period through a
process of dialogue and cooperation based on ful espect for the rights and

identities reland. They t may

as ofright, take the form of agreed independent sructures for the isand as a
whole. The Britsh Government agree thatt s for the people of the island of
Ireland alon o exercise thei right of se-determination on the basis of
consent, freely and concurrenty given, North and South, o bring about a

united Ireland, f that is their wish. They reaffirm as a binding obligation that

they wil for theirpar,introduce the necessary legisiation to give effect to

s
or to any measure of agreement on future relationships in Ireland which the
people iving in Ireland may themseves freely and collectively determine
without external impediment and on a basis of concurrent North-South

consent people of i P

sides, to enable the people of Ireland to reach agreement on how they may five
together in harmony and in partnership, with respect for their diverse traditions
and with ull recognition of the special links and the unique relationship which

exist between the peoples of Britain and Ireland.




The Taoiseach, on behaltof the Irsh Government, considers that the fessons
ofish history, and especial of Northern Ireland, show that sabilty and
welkbeing wil not be found under any poliicalsystem which s refused
alegiance o rejected on grounds of identity by a signifcant minory of those
governediby it He accepts, on behalf of the Ish Government, hat the

‘democrati right of selt-determination by the people of Ireland as a whole must

be achieved and d with the people of
and must, respect the.
and the civirights and religious libertes of both

‘communities. These would b reflected in any future poliical and
constitutional arrangements emerging from a new and more broadly based

agreement.

The Tacissach however recogrizes the genine difculties and barrers to
building relaionships of trust ether within or beyond Northern Ireland, from
Which both traditions suffer. He willwork to Create a new era of trust, in which
suspicions of the mative or actions ofthe other i removed on the part of ither
communty. He considers that the futurs of the island depends on the nature
ofth Every effort

must be made to buld a new sense of trust between those communities. In
recogniton of the fears of the Unionist community and as a token of his
willngness to make a personal contribution to the buiding up of that necessary
rust, the Taoiseach willexarine with is colleagues, with a view to removing
or moditying them if necessary, elements in the Ife and organisation of the
Irsh State that are presented to the Ifsh Government inthe course of political
dialogue as a threat to their way ofife and ethos, o that are ceemed
inconsistent with a moder democratic and pluralist sodiey, having due regard

1o the desire to preserve those inherited values that are largely shared




thraughout the island o that belang to s cutural and historical roots in all thelr
diversty. Th Taoiseach hopes that over time a meeting of hearts and minds.
willdevelop, which wil bring althe people of Ireland together, but he pledges
inthe meantime that as a resuit of the efforts that wil be made to buid mutual
confidence no Norther Unionist showld ever fear that this ideal wil be pursued

inany other way, either by threat or coercion.

The dominates

50 much of Northern Unionist attitudes towards the rest of Ireland. He believes

that dat of our history when the g gs of all

tractions i he Nort must bs rscognizad and acknowecged. He appess o
both raciions at thistma to grasp the opporunityfor  resh start and  new
beginning, which could hold such promise for all our Ives and the generatons
10.ome. He asks the peopleof Norther reland tolook on the people of te
Repubic a5 fends, who share thergrief and shame over al the recent
Suffering, and who want o cvelop the best posse reatonship with them, &
relatonshipin which rust and new understanding can flourish and grow. The
Taoiseach also acknowiedges the presence i the Constution ofhe Repubic
ofsements wich ars eeply reserted by Nortern Urionists, butwhich a the
same time reflect hopes which i dsep n the hearts of many ish men and
women North and South. But 25 we move towards a new era of understanding
inwhich new rlationshiss ofrus may grow and bring peace o the sand of
lan, e Taoisach blevestat h e s corme to considr fogtner
owbest those hopes can be expressed in ways which o onger engender

division and the lack of trust to which he has referred.

“The Tagiseach s firmly convinced that dialogue is the only means of removing

‘alack of trust and providing the foundation of peace. He recognizes the need




to engage in dialogue which wauld address with honesty and integrity the fears

North

people and their representatives of both parts of Ireland must be entered into

h of the people of
thisisiand wil depend on an open, frank and balanced approach to allthe
problems which fo

long have caused division.

“The Irsh Government willseek to create in the spirit of the New Ireland Forum

which, the people of

Irelan, o allareas

“This will help over a period to build the trust necessary to end past divisions,

leading p of course,

i
peoples of Britain and Ireland as part o the totalty of relationships, while

taking account of newly forged links with the rest of Europe.

In the iht of thei jont commitment o promole the foregoing objectives, the
Taoiseach has Indicated to the Bitsh Prime Miniser his intention of
estabishing an rish Gonvention to consut and advise, as long as is
necessary, on the steps required to remove the barriers of distrust which at
present divide the people of Ireland and which aiso stand in the way of the
exercise in common by them of self-determination on a bass of equalty. It will
e 0pen to the Convention to make recommendations on ways in which
agreement, as defined in the Forum Report, and respect for the ights and

identities of both traditions in Ireland, can be promoted and estabiished. The

fullrespe

established by the

Il differences between peopl to the exercise




1"

in common of the right to sef-determination will be resolved exclusively by

peacetul, political means.

The Convention willbe open to democratically mandated polfical parties in
Ireland which abide exclusively by the democratic process and wish to share in

dialogue about Irelandss political future and the wefare of all s peaple.




