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The Taciseach and the Britsh Prime Minister acknowledge that the most
urgent and important issus facing the people of Ireland, North and South, and
the British and Irish Governments together, is to remove the causes of confict,

10 overcome the legacy of history and to heal the divisions which have

resuted, 9 settioment

of both isiand

continuing tragedy and suffering.

2. They consider thathe development of the European Communty, Ertich
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opporuities.of the. Eurepean-Singie-Marka) wil, of themeanes, require new

approaches 1o serve interests common to both parts of Ireland.

3. The Taciseach and the British Prime

value to both ]
confict which has. y
that the ending o through

cooperation of the people, North and South, representing both traditions in
Ireland. They therefore make a solemn commitment to promote cooperation at
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the whole island and ts relations with the neighbouring isiand.




The Prime Minstar rsteates on benal o the Bish Goverrment ha they
have 10 selfshstategclgoicalir sconomic nterest i Norihern s
,sabity and

primary
by agreement among all the people who inhabit the island, and they wil work.

together with the Irsh Government to achieve such an agreement, which wil

to encourage, assist and enable such agreement over a period through a
process of dialogue and cooperation based on ful respect for the rights and

identiies of both traditions in Ireland. They accept that such agreement may,
a5 f right. take the form of agreed indpendent snucures forthe siand a5 2
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binding obiigation that they wil, for bei part introduce the necessary wisk

onthe b

legisiation to give effect 1o ths, or to any measure of agreement on future
Jationsh f

Ireland may

abasis of

y
ENABLE

wish, in
agreement on how they may live together in harmony and in partnership, with

pect for ecog
and the uinique relationship which exist between the pecples of Brtain and

Ireland.

The Taoiseach, on behalf of the rish Government, considers that the lessons
of rish history, and especialy of Northern Ireland, show that stabilty and

dentity by




governed by it. He accepts, on behalfof the Irish Goverment, that the

‘demacraticright of sef-determination by the people of Ireland as a whole must

e achieved and exercised wih the agreement and consent of the people of

Northern Irsland and must, consistent with ustice and equty, respect the

of both
communites[WHick WOULD  BE REFLECTERD N ANY PITURE

(PouTic AL AN“? ConSTITUTIONAL ARRANGEHENTS BMERGING FRen
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6. The Irish Government g inthe spirt
and on the basis of the Report of the New Ireland Forum to Create Instiutions

people of Ireland,

This will

help over a period to b the trust necessary 1o end past divisions, leading to
an agreed and peaceful future. Such structures would, of course, include

of the special of
Britain and y of relationships,
of newly forged inks with the rest of Europe.
7. Inthelightof g objectives, the

‘Taciseach has indicated to the Briish Prime Minister his intention of
estabishing a permanent rish Convention to consult and advise on the steps

quired
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sofdeterminaton on a basis of squaity. (it wil bs open o the Convertion to %

agreement, Forum
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authority of the Irsh Constitution, and the institutions established under . It
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between the Irish people relating to the exerciss in common of the fight to

by peacefu,

dialogue about Ireland's political future and the weltare of al its people.




