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J9ested Government ine after meeting John Hume

The Taoiseach, Mr. Albert Reynolds, T.D., and the Ténists, Mr. Dick Spring
.D., this morning received from the leacer of the SDLP, M. John Hume a verbal
as well a5 a writen report on the progress of is ciscussions with the leader of Sin
Féin, Mr. Gerry Adarms.

The Taciseach and the Ténaiste took the opportunity to express their deep

appreciation of the work done by John Hume over the years in the cause of peace.

The Taoiseach and the Ténaiste belive thatthe highest polfical priory must be
givento establishing a basis for ajust and lasting peace and a permanent
cessation of all violence. They will accordingy evaluate carefuly this report, and
onsuitwith the Government, with a view 1o ensuring that t can make a very
important contribution towards buiding a consensus for peace. It would be theic
intenton to take full account o the report, and decide how best to continue their
effots in their ciscussions with the Briish Government fr the achievement of the

objective of peace on this siand.

By definion, this work wil require much patient effot and preparation, some of
which must necessarly be carried out in confidence. The Government wil not be
elaborating in further detal for the moment. A period of eflecton, assessment and
discussion is now necessary, and the Government believe that n the interests of

peace the need for confidentiality shouid be respected.

The utimate goal of al parties committed to a peaceful approach must be o reach

alasting politcal settlement, which can only be achieved on the basis of the widest
politcal dialogue and participation, with the consent of the people fving in Ireland,

both North and South.




