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The Ta

" and the British Prime Minist

acknowledge that the m

and important sy

cing the people of re]

"4, North and South, and the Bri

nd Irish Governmens ¢

her, is o remove the c.

ct, 10 overcon

4o heal the divisions which have resuled, ecy

18t pastfaiurestosete relationships between th

People of both slands

sabfactorly has led to contining ragedy ang suffering,

They consider that the development ©f European Union fundamentally changes

he nature and the context of Brish 1y relationships and will progressively
"emove the basis of the confict el aking place i Northern Ireland, The
challe

8% and opportuniies of European Union wi, of themselves, require new

“PProaches (0 serve interests common to bot Parts of Ireland.

The Taoi

2ch and the Briish Prime Minister are convinced of the inestimable

e 10 both their peopts ofhealng divisions i Ireland and of ending a

i s been 0 maniestly o e deiment o, oy recognise that the
€74 of iviionscan come abou oty through e agreement and cooperation
o8t peape, North and St represnsing both o, inlreland, They

herefore make a solemn commitment (0 promore cooperation a all evels. 1y
R i 1 oster agreement nd reconciiion, leading 0.2 new poliical

framework founded on consent ang encompassing the whole isjan,

The British Prime Minister re,

rates, on bebalf of the British Government,thac

they have 1o selfsh, srategie, politcal or economic i

erest in Northern Ireland,
and thatthir sle nterest i o see peace, stability and reconcilation establisheq

by agreeme

4 MO the people who inhabit he istand, The British Governmen;

#6cept the princple that the Irish peaple haye e right t0 national

o Bonteect} 18

Soovantin ) sec 4 gy,




ation and that the exercise of this right collectively could take the

ed independent structures for the island as a whole. Such an

0 be achieved over an acceptable period and allowing sufficier

r the building of consent and the beginning of a process of national

would have 0 be freely negoriated and agreed to by the Iish
veople, North and South. The Briish Government afem their readiness to
introduce the measures (o give legislative effec t the exercise of the right of
P ihat bass. The Brish G

use all their

ence and energy to move forward the proces of national reconcilirion and
0 win the consent of a majoriy in Northern Ireland for an agreement between all
the people of Ieland on their politial future, which recogaises both the urity of
Treland and the special links and the unique relationship which exist between
Treland and Britain. They acknowledge that it i the wish of the people of Britain
1o see the people o Ireland v together in unity and harmony with respect for
their diverse traditions,recognising thatthe whole sland of Ireland has a right to

independence based on agreement. For their part the Irish Government are

committed

anew and agreed Ireland

neration.

‘The Taoiseach, on behalf of the Irish Government, considers that the lessons of

Irish history, and espe

ly of Northern Ireland, show that stability and well-being

) notbe found under any poliical system which is refused allegiance or
rejected on grounds of idensity by a signficant minority of those governed by it
He accepts, on behalfof the Iish Governmen, tha the democraticright of
self-determination by the people of Ireland as a whole must be achieved and

exercised with the agreement and consent of the people of Northen Ireland an

must, consistent with justice and equity, respect the democratic dignity and the

ivil rights of both communities.




<

rish Government accordingly commit themselves to working in th

on the basis of the Report of the New Ireland Forum, to ereate institu

s and

structures which, while respecting the diversity of the people ofIrcland, would
enabie them 10 work together n allareas of common inerest. This will help to
build the trust necessary t0 end past divisions, leading 0 an ageeed and peaceful
e, Such structures would, of course, incude nsttutional recogpition of the
special lnks thatexist between the peoples of Britain and Ireland as part of the
‘otality of rlationships, while taking account of newl forged links wih the rest of
Europe.

In light ofthir joint commitment o promote the foregoing objectives, the
Taoiseach has indicated tothe Brsh Prime Ministerhis inteation of estabishing
a permanent rish Convention to consul and advise on the steps required to
remove the barrier of distrust which at preseat divide the people of Ireland and
which stand i the way ofthe exercise in common by them of self-determination

on a basis of equality. It will be open to the Convention to make

inwhich 1,2 defined in the Forum Repor,
and respect or the rights and identiie of both radiions in reland, can be
promoted and established. The Convention will be governed by the authoriy of
Bunreacht na hEireann, and the insttutions established under t. 1t will be &
fundamental guiding principl of the Convention that all differences between the
Trish people relating 0 the exrcise in common of the rigt toself-determination

will be resolved exclusively by peaceful, political mears.

‘The Convention will be open to all democratically mandated politial parties in
Treland which abide exclusively by the democratic process and wish to share in

dialogue about Ireland' politcalfuture and the welfare of alis people.




