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SECRET
I attach a note of yesterday's meetin

ha a copy to Sean 0 hU
pecting with Butier and Cnilcot

n and am trying to arrange an early

st thot consideration be glyen to veviving, and if possible
our inforsalcomunications with the Unionisti, ot

oot but to"develop infornal
omuncation,  Ostensibly, ¢ "ihe contacts could be comected
With the poss o111ty of the revived talk

ik also that consideration might be given to the question of work
through ¢ in Londen on Bricish H.P.s sinilar o that s a
preliminery to m, Ang16 Iriah Rgresmants - This.could, nomever, wait
iR SRRt UBESR
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te-a-Tete Meeting Between Taoiseach
and Prime Winister Hajor

F-an-hour. fpart fron the pr
ry Butier, the Prine Ministe
signe

The meeting took place on 16th June in the Cabinet Room, Downing Strest,
ncipals, it was
Tiat

n chance to deny
he-ChanceTors Guild Hal) speech. on the

he subject of critical comentary in the media,
e it had been delivered: even the pposition had cone out ith
Hhetr criticisn before the speech was delryered!

There nere then sone brief references to current problens here -
ncludin yment, Aer Lingus, and political .
Winister said tnat he was. -not going to Rince words.in Copennagen

was tine, 1d for a peasant's res The Comun

balny idéas. ~ Some straight talking was long o

nonetary poiicy, the result o over 18 m

Community. Was that not a success? He then t

S e e s S

The Taoiseach said there vere o munber of points he would like to make
First 3 to'be clear that the Govermment
was fu +"the primc. Hin

should 3 ere not. going anymher

should A certain

roa " about wiich ha'had

bee e was very anxious to stop. the
Viclascals o fracetiat st  was ot interested.

Fina d a in its present fora, was wel
crafte n roblén pecple” of the
dea of consent i lorthern mm to Irish unity. Tha

olitical shift - and By Tead away from violence and back to
The Taoiseach went on to say ¢ didn’t believe that anyone outside
vou1d sceept that we could get. 5o far.  Peace was on offer with some
mininalist conditions for the other side.  The paper inciuded a Iot of

Stuff said before by British Governments and had in it the idea of self-
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mination by the Irish people, but the Unionists could still withhold

olence could be stopped, then there would b

c Stene." N were aot 1alking asout anyih
happening wichin a parcicular tine Tinit - even a generation was not a
i nit

The Prine Winister said he was g1ad to hear o the Taoiseach:s continuing
support for the talks. Paisley was not at his nost cooperative - but
st "keep hope alivel.  They vere cxtremely graterul o the Taoiseach
for letting ne brief Butler 5o fu the whole backgrowd to-the new
text. The Prine Minister felt th ant we should know
clearly the British view of the tex

First, it was 8 vory isportant development that there s  text at a1l
i Fein and the RA have no got a text they can bring forward but
there were. a0 questions che Prine Minister mist ask

Would the text be acceptable to the House of Commons? and
would it have the effect we want with the Unionists?

They had ooked at the text ith the very helpful aide memire which
acco at struck thea tost shout Tt vas what was 1ot in the
toxt - the did not bark. ke have to be

a1 about. he sensytivitis of the Unionists dnd the sensitivities of
he House of Commans, 50 far a3 they nere ed the text falls down

o) t would not be remotely acceptable to the
roduced In s present.forn,"there would
e -Ir otests. (when 500,000
R S L
(2)  this would promt an escalation of parailitary violence. The
Unianist viblence wou < proactive Tather. than reactive:
these developrents would put back political progress for many
years. 1t nould cenent up the Unjonist blockager

(8)  exen it the rovos kept their word and tried to stay avay from
Violence, they would have to respond to Unjonist viol his
o5 & Formela for maxtmum bloodshed

the same cine, che Prine Winister said, he did not wish to be ¢
2, how these assertions could
nclude an explicit reference
d'~nat. Sest the whole of
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The British would not act to persuade the people of Northern Ireland to
er consent to a united Ireland. Any attempt by then to do o would
be < productive.

they couldn't conproise the rights of Northern
f . ihey

e
T Che Unjecd Kingion or a5 lono a5 tney m this reason
e ) etk fora s s bt ta el s ey et IEeLonfe e

They were particularly concerned about sentences in paragr
R b e s & e R S

In short, the text as it stood, vould not really run
A A e A throush
11 parts with me - to see if they could develop together the sor

principles we could . F e R P e
hilcot into the negotiating tean? The Prime Minister was
ressed hat e have kept the text private so far.  The smaller

t noves, the bette:

here is he in this whole question? What about his
Gerry Adans?

0n John H
discussions w

In short aft was ot bearable as nds but he felt we could
try"to keep progress gaing as a huge prize if "1t can be
For him, the test must the docunent be receive
Cabinet?, by the House of Uistersent and pre:
e o exchonae views.routh The chammers he hed mentioned on

these questions

he Taoiseac
political reactio
But e wou1d su

brought 7

¢ in o position to judge

Insofar as Chilcot w

o abject ion to his oining in th process
0 hiliginn wight also be

then we could Teave.

esent.

eas which he knew

When he had g rejected
would ot be remotely
On the idea of foint selfdternination, to which the Prine Minister had
referred, the Taiseach ed this idea in a speech sone tine ago
n Teaction fron the Secretary of the Unionist party -
unfavourable. e had no wish to put

< picture mv have changed.

Sonk of then fad ~m him Ghat 52 of children under 11 g6 are

can ,w—\mm ey re saying fhat mybe %iney
making preparations for the

Should be looking ahea
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et be was susgesting now s that we should sit dom and try to do
no enda reanty

1
ve got.things
e would have peace. " That would be a

righ could stop.
great prize.

The Prine Minister said that i the Prosos stopped for a period and then
cane forward with documents 1ike this, there would be hop

But If they started oler - for example, Warring
and then cane forward mln Ju Bt e Thranar e fope L thAe
Scenarto would be disastr

he Taoiseach said that that would not happen in his jugement. It
7ot an easy docament 10 get through- If. there s progress. to be made. in
Ts'area, 12 15 the Prima Minister and he who mist and could do. it

On John Hume, he had talks on and off for sone tine, certainly since
%8.  The Taoiseach was not

Teak would finish the proposa for a1l tine

The Prine Minister said that ¢ tter for the Taoiseach and
el Neither of then co T M otiate with the paraniiitaries - and
onp ea rhaps we could go ahead s we had

s point - approxinately
gn Secretary turd

Tatherwick and h s
Separate notes are available on this.

A comunique issued after the meeting is appended to this note.
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Jermot TaTly
17 June, 1993,




