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‘The Taoiseach and the British Prime Minister acknowledge that the most urgent
and important issue facing the people of Ireland, North and South, and the British
‘and Irish Governments together, i (o remove the causes of conflit to overcoms
the legacy of history and to heal the divisions which have resulted, recogaising
that past failures to settle relationships between the people of both islands

satisfactorily has led to continuing tragedy and suffering,

They " of European © y changes
the nature and the context of BriishJrsh elationships and willprogressively
remove the basis of the conflct sl taking place in Northern Ireland. The
challenges and opporturitcs of European Union wil of themselves,require new

approaches to cerve interests common to both parts of Ireland.

‘The Taoiseach and the Britsh Prime Minister are convinced of the inestimable
value to both their peoples of healing divisions in Ireland and of ending a conflct
which has been so manifestly to the detriment of ll. Both recognise that the

ending of

through the agreement and co
of the people, North and South, representing both traditions in Ireland. They
therefore make a solemn commitment to promote cooperation at all levels. Ttis

the

im to foster agreement and reconcilation, leading to a new political

on island.

The Brish Prme Ministe efterate, on behalf f the Beish Governmen, that
they have no selfish strategc, pliial o economie nterst in Northern Ireland,
and that their sole ntesst 10 s puc, sablity and reconcliton esablished
by agreement amon th people who inbitthe sland. The Brish Governmert

ccep e prncile it the L pople havethe rght e etrmination .




that the exercise of this collective right democratically could tak the form of
agreed independent structures for the island as a whole, They affirm their
readiness,in cooperation with the Irish Government, o establish by legislation a

procedure to reach agreement on how the right of slf-determination could be

" and collecively ime forthe buiding
of consent and the beginning ofa pocess of nationl reconciiation. The progress
ofthis procedure will be reviewed within a specified time to be agreed and, as
necessary, regularly thereafter. The Britsh Government affim thei readiness to
introduce the measuresto give legislatve effect o the exercse of th right of
Selt.determination on tht basis. The Britsh Government will use alltheie
influence and energy to move forward the proces of national reconcilation and
10 win the consent of a majority in Northern Ireland for an agreement between all
the people of Ireland on thei political future, which recognises both the unity of
Treland and the specil links and the unique reltionship which exist berween.
Treland and Britain. They acknowledge that it s the wish of the people of Britsin
10see the peopl of Ireland live together in uniy and harmony with respect for
their diverse traditions, recognising that the whole island of Ircland has a rightto
independence based on agreement. For theirpart the Iish Government are
committed to making substantial progress owards a new and agreed Ireland

within a generation,

The Taoiscach,on behalfoftheIrsh Government, onsiders that the lessons of
Trish hisory, and especialy o Northern Irland, show that stabilty and well-being
will not b found under any political system which i efused allegiance or
rejected on grounds ofidentty by a signficant minority of those governed by it
He accepts, on behalf of the Irish Government,that the demoeratie right of
self-determination by the people of Ireland as a whole must be achieved and
exercised withthe agreement and consent of the people of Northern Ireland and

must, consistent with justice and equity, respect the democratic digity and the




civil rights of both communitis.

The Irish Government accordingly commit themselves to working in the spirit

on the basis ofthe Report ofthe New Ireland Forum,to create institurions and
structures which, while respectng the diversity of the people of Ireland, would

enable them to work together in al areas of common interest. This will elp to
build the trust necessary to end past divisions, leading 0 an agreed and peaceful
future, Such structures would, of course,inelude institutonal recogaition ofthe
special ks that xist between the peoples o Britan and Ircland as part of the

totaliy of relationships, whil taking account of newly forged links with the rest of

Europe.

i the light of thei joint commitment to promate the foregoing objectives, the
Taoiseach has indicated to the Brtish Prime Ministr his ntention of establshing
a permanent Irish Convention to consult and advise on the steps required 0
remove the barrirs of distrust which at present divide the people of Ireland and

which stand in the way of the exercise in common by them of

ietermination
on a basis of equality. Tt wil be open to the Convention to make
recommendations on ways in which agreement, as defined in the Forum Report,

and respect for the rights and identities of both traditions in Ireland, can be

promoted and established. The Convenrion will be governed by the authority of
Bunreacht na hEireann, and the insitutions established under t. 1t will be

fundamental guiding principl of the Convention that al differences between the
Irish people rlating o the exercisein common of the right (0 self-determination

will be resolved exclusively by peaceful, political means




‘The Convention wil be open to all democratically mandated political parties in
Ireland which abide exclusively by the demoeratic process and wish to share in

dialogue about Irelandss polit

I future and the welfare of ll it people




