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NORTHERN IRELAND: LEAK OF IRISH PAPER

SUMMARY

1. IRISH TALKS PAPER PUBLISHED. DFA APOLOGETIC AND
EMBARRASSED.

DETAIL

2. OHUIGINN (DFA) HAS CONFIRMED THAT THE TEXT IN TODAY'S IRISH
PRESS (FAXED TO RID AND NIO - SEE ALSO MIFT) IS INDEED THE
VERBATIM IRISH DRAFT RESPONSE TO THE BRITISH LIAISON GROUP
PAPER HANDED TO THE IRISH IN SEPTEMBER. IT HAD BEEN FINALISED
BY OFFICIALS BUT NOT APPROVED BY MINISTERS. OHUIGINN SAID HE
WAS DEEPLY EMBARRASSED AND APOLOGETIC. HE RECOGNISED THAT THE
PUBLICATION OF THE PAPER WwouLD BE DAMAGING IN NORTHERN IRELAND.

3. THE SECRETARY TO THE GOVERNMENT CLAIMS TO BE UNSIGHTED.
MANSERGH (TAOISEACH'S OFFICE) IS AWAY.

4. THE DFA ARE NOT ISSUING A FORMAL STATEMENT, BUT TELLING
ENQUIRERS THAT NO SUCH DOCUMENT HAS BEEN PRESENTED TO THE
GOVERNMENT OR APPROVED BY THEM, THAT A NUMBER OF INTERNAL
DOCUMENTS ARE CIRCULATING, THAT THIS DOCUMENT HAS NOTHING TO DO
WITH THE PEACE PROCESS, AND THAT IT HAS NOT BEEN PRESENTED TO

HMG.

(4. OHUIGINN AND MURRAY SEEMED GENUINELY SURPRISED BY THE

LEAK. IT coUuLD 1 SUPPOSE HAVE BEEN AUTHORISED BY THE
TANAISTE IN ORDER TO PUT PRESSURE ON HMG TO

PROCESS/ AND/OR TO SET OUT THE

ON A TAKE OR LEAVE BASIS, PERHAPS IN THE

EXT C(IN AN ACCOMPANYING ARTICLE THE JOURNALIST
URCES CLOSE TO THE TALKS/

ARATION DEMANDED BY HUME /ADAMS IS VERY MUCH
G ON SELF-DETERMINATION). ON THE

ISH MUST BE AWARE OF THE DAMAGE THE LEAK
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COULD DO IN NORTHERN IRELAND AND TO THEIR RELA

CES MY
AND WHY PUBLISH? THE DFA'S PRESS BRIEFING Rgégf’?ﬁls MAKES IT
SUSPICION THAT IT IS INDEED UNAUTHORISED. Sl ek o
NO LESS DAMAGING, AND IT LEAVES UNANSWERED TH i acis: SO
SUCH A DOCUMENT COULD HAVE REACHED THE PRESS AT e R
TIME. IF NOT A SIMPLE BLUNDER, IT COULD BE A BIT

PRIVATE ENTERPRISE BY SOMEONE IN THE IRISH MACHINE.
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