22 December 1993

eveni.ng at Hillsborough Castle. The cast was Archbishop Robin Eames,
Cardinal Cahal Daly, Dr. Andrew Rogers and the Reverend Richard Taylor.
Your Secretary of Stat

: € Was also present. The Prime Minister started with an
account of his visit to Northern Ireland today, and of the latest state of play on
the joint declaration.

Dr. Eames said that if after a period there was no positive response from
Sinn Fein then there would be a tremendous well of support for the Government

In taking action. This could include some measures which would otherwise be
very difficult to secure acceptance for. He himself was against general
internment, but following a rebuttal from the IRA there would be a lot of
support for carefully targeted selective internment. One of the problems last
time was that internment was perceived to have been very badly handled.

Dr. Rogers agreed; a rebuttal by PIRA would be one of the few circumstances

where this might get a fair bit of support. Dr. Eames said that, among
measures short of this, he favoured increased support and back up for the

RUC’s terrorist finance unit. He also agreed with your Secretary of State that

changes to the law of evidence proposed by the Chief Constable might be
possible measures. -
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Paisley had
diminjshing.

Jonathan Stephens, Esq.,
Northern Ireland Office
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