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JOINT DECLARATION — REVISED HANDLING PLAN
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3.
The attached ‘handling plan’
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is meant to be self-explanatory,

but it -
may be worth spelling out one or two points raised at this

Torning’s meeting:

a.

it was forcefully arqued by Belfast colleagues, with whom I

agree, that the Secretary of State or the Prime Minister
should be present in

(though the latter seems improbable)
Northern Ireland as soon as practicable after the Declaration

is made: partly to ensure the right basic note is struck, but
also - and perhaps even more important than enabling the
Secretary of State to field the inevitable barrage of
requests for interviews etc - to demonstrate that he is
there, in Northern Ireland, and able to apply the maximum
possible balm to what could be a febrile body politic - if
both Declaration and Statement are on the same day, the
Secretary of State obviously cannot go to Belfast between the
two events, but the basic argument - Northern Ireland is
where the Secretary of State should go as soon as he can
still holds although our handling plan envisages other
Ministers standing if the Secretary of State cannot make it;

advance briefing for the Chief Constable and GOC should take
account of the need for them to brief their own people
adequately in advance of the Declaration being made. This
would be important not least because of the especially

difficult position many police officers and Royal 1Irish

soldiers could find themselves in following the Joint

Declaration;

gimilar considerations would apply to Civil Servants (of all
gervices including those NIO staff working for the Police

Authority), and they should have both information and

reassurance;
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it would be essential to find a Ppos
the Declaration - if the IRA were to say that
they would end the violence this need would be ans

it could not be guaranteed in advance. The question
are you doing this for?" would have to be addressed.

On the one hand, care must be taken not to oversell the JD as
the ’Solution’ to the problems of Northern: Ireland, or &8

though a clear indication from the

'Peace in our Time' -
IRA/Sinn Fein that they were making some Iresponse, even if
only a ceasefire, would be welcome. On the other hand, the

o explain positively that,

to be able t
y believe that t
ffirm fundamental

sacrifice deeply held
It

Government needs

together with the Irish, the
which rea

side to

cessation of
are at one on the

he principles
enunciated in the JD, policies
without calling on either
values, should justify the
nstrates that the two Governments
and it is now up to the terroris

violence.

demo
ts to respond by a

sation of violence. 1f they do

the determination of the two
of the fundamental

(We shall Dbe

basics,
complete and permanent ces
not, it will simply renew
to co-operate in terms
in the Declaration.

principles
working to provide rsnappier’ positive bull points);

Governments
enunciated

gement needs to be exercised about
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approached in advance, he will certainly make capital out of
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o being given to other points

3. Additional consideration is als
lected in subsequent advice and

d at my meeting, and will be ref

raise
in particular, about:

priefing material,

a. how local opinion formers should best be rrecruited’
central Secretariat in collaboration with PAB are working up
a list of Northern Irish names, including influential ‘non

politicals’ clergymen etc; and
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