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arrangements within Northm'n Ireland, for the whole Island, and bctwco ‘/ese 
islands’
than through the close cooperation and Involvement of the two Governments.

I
J

Given hat the remit of rhe preparatory talks is to prepare for albpatty negotiations 
which he two Governments intend should lead, hi the. words of the Downing Street 
Declarition, "to a new political framework founded on consent and encompassing

”, it is hard io imagine how these talks could bd adequately prepmed other
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I unde'Stand that this agreed approach to (ho management of the talks is entirely 
consisent with that practised in respect of fhe 1991’92 talks, in which both 
Governments were ccntially involved and in which > our party, and, I understand, 
you pt rsonally took part. (I might mention incidentally that, contrary to your 
suggc.- tion on RTE Radio recently, I myself was nut a party to those talks, 
although I fully supported them). As In 1991-92, the Irish Government is not

1 l/t 1
i [P December 1995

I
I Mr David Trimble MP 

Leader
Ulster Unionist Patty 
3 Glcngt II Street 
Belfast ST 12 5AE

i In your letter, you wonder on what basis 1 wrote to you. The following might help.

The twin-track process, of which the preparatory talks are part, is a joint initiative 
of the I ish and British Governments. In paragraph 3 of the Joint Commmiiqi.l6, 
the two Governments announced their intention to Invite the panfry 
preparatory talks, having agreed, in advance, that these invjtaij..,, me 
by mea is of similar letters which the Secretary of State and I would address re 
party barters.

Thank you for your letter of 4 December, responding to my invitation to the Ulster 
Unionis Party to participate in preparatory talks, as referred to In paragraphs 3 and 
4 of the Communique adopted by the Taoiseach and die Prime Minister on 2g 
November.
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participate In talks dealing with relations within Northern Ireland, This

appropriate strands". My approach to you therefore did not depart
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Yours sihcctely »

t
! Dick Spfing TD

Tfinaistcj and Min; -■’ for Foreign Affaiis
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j seeking to
! tact is signalled in the Communique, which refers to the Governments being
i involved “ n
either frorr what had been agreed between the two Governments, or from existing 
precedent

; f )ou frorA your letter dial your party docs jv??. consider the preparatory talks truck 
( to i ; the pest way forward. Notwithstanding that, 1 hope, given the vital need for 
j dialogue, that your party will bo willing topiuiicipate in Ute preliminary talks on the 
( fuU vmlei^landing that these talks will have ar, open agenda, allowing your party co 

put forward your views on how you sec the best way forward.

| I also understand from your letter chat while, as in 1991*92, your party does not 
wish to talk to the Irish Government about the. internal affairs of Northern Ireland, 
you are ready (o discuss aspects of North-South relations. I would very much 
welcome i meeting at your earliest convenience, to discuss how the two 
Governments and the parties might reach widespread agr-.c-meni on th_ basis, 
punicipatibn, structure, format and agenda of substantive negotiations, Including on 
the relationship betwec he Yariuus ■‘ands. It would of imuise be open to you in

i that context to raise matters rehtii."!! to the Anglo-Irish Agreement and the
' Constitution of Ireland, such as you mention in your leitc I will be happy, in turn, 

■? 5c; on - ’for you the views and polities J' the Irish Ge .'eminent on these matters.
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FROM ALLIANCE PART?
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-sent cessation ■: violence oiler pol>. . . . ■ .
<r people would wish us to use to the hr ’ 

ay to rest tho old antagonisms and suspfc ?ns 
suffering in the past. Let us ensure that our colic .'

,s ethical period will be seen in retrospect >have ; > tnv
G . ..cuing a transformation for the better of e - ur n’lai-.-.'ishlps. 

should :: ; . ■ . > 5 of now, to lay the g oundwork for th >t-s uccessery
; acliicv - ;pat goal.

i hope wp can soon meet again to take our dialogue m, the; i mau< funht ■
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11 January 1996

Mr Spring,
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substantive negotiations is through an Elected Body and thqit qo far 
car be
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and future inter-party talks.
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Ae you know it. is our firm opinion that the best way to approach ------------------------------- J - -t--------- ._l_ __ 41,Jx

bs ths Northern Ireland parties are concornsd, only thos^ who obtain a democratic mandate in thee© naw circumstancea should conalderod for participation in those negotiations.

Spring TDmt and Minister of Foreign Affaire

tiCipate 
tU*"*

ULbltD*yrWn,';l,?n'tp^^r.-

it is obviously for those who meet this criterion to discuss way tn which substantive negotiation® will evolve fror. Elected Body. As you know w® Neva to&da suggestions on thy wpy which the Irish Government can make is viewy known to the Elected Bogy on relevant issues. It will aluo be- necessary, at »i prgpriate stage to agree on how the Irish Govsrnmant can par­ticipate on those relevant istuofi, but I think it would b® prems- ture and somewhat pre&ujRptuouf to try to settle those matter’s nw without the participation of all those who may meet the criteria 
fo:r inclusion in the negotiations. j
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Thapk you for your letter Of 18 December 1995.
I n'ote your implied willingnews to stick to existing precedents and hope thar^^u. will follow those precedent® with regard tc

particular I welcome your Btatement that the Irish Goverment not seeking to participate in talks dealing with relations within Northern Ireland.
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My understanding 
ritn that express

of tie 
For this iseson J have continued our close, cor -

may
, can

Sincerely

> . — 

..........
Da'rid Trimble mp
Lesder, Uietear Unionist Party
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rooet urgent matter before us, particularly in the ligh recent ww of murders and other outrac-e committed by.FeiA/IRA. i& to ensure that we have a uenuinely permanent csiaea- tion 'of'violence in the terms agreed by you and th® British Government in th® Downing Street Declaration two years ago.
of the 1991-92 talks is somewhat at varipnc i 

with that expreesad in your letter. Thar® wa« no joint num^go- ment by the British and Irish government of those talks, | Th|& concept of joint management io deeply flawed. The two govern­ment® aro two distinct parties who represent diifax'cnt inte^este and cannot with integrity portray themselves as acting with idonJ- tical views. In any avent the concept of joint management if Ini- con[si£tent with equality of esteem for th© other participantu aryl with a genuine search for agrasiunnt, freely entered into. ‘ . process will only succeed if those in government s-eek such agtee- meijt. T '
am deeply conscious of the opportunities and the perils 

present axomsnt, '' ' ’ 1. with our Government and the Alliance, Democratic tinlcJniJt Social Democratic and Labour parties. I hope that from rhei corjt&cts there will soon emerge agreement on the role and efruq- turs of th« Elected Body so that wo con Bet in motion the p' duips for an election in ths spring or early summer. I hope this can be done even bafor® the target date referred to in t: Conmuixiqvw of 2$ Nov&iab&r 1995.
would than be in s position to discuss the way in which V 

Irish Govornmont c®a mak® its constructive contributidn 1 realising the opportunities before us. I 
di^cuBsion and would in any avent be glad to hear any idea.

referred to

ua v i c

e. . olook, forward to Leach
have on how this timetable and the criteria be met.


