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At Meeting of the 1y fing Commit(ee
Dubliy Casde, 9 May 19 05

Summary Nt

The firs: Wecing of the Dratfting Comminee Was held in Dublin Castle on 19 May. The
Committee Was estublished by the Foy o explore the extent (o whicly agrecment ol
be reached On, and to sech 1o drafl, a ser of Regliticy relating to the natue of the problen,
and the Pringjples upon wlich a resolution might be based. T establishmicq of fhe
Committee wi, nfollow-up (o g Previous series of debates i) the Forum on the "Natwe
of the Problem a9 the rincipies underlying jtg Resolution".  As an aid o the
Commiittec's consideralion of (e issuc, the Seeretariat cleculated a papey T2/, seliing,
out broad possib)e headings jor a set of such Realities and Principles. This not sets out
W SUMmey forny the i points of the discussion o Jo May. (A list of those attending
the meeting is aitached,]

Main Poinis of Discugsio:

In her opening remnurks, (e Chiniperson jeiterared the background 10 the establishment
of the Commitice. S vinphasised the cotupiex and sensitive nature of the jnitiative
being embarked vpon, and the need iy, that regiard for a high Jevel of confidentinlity, S
suggested that the Committee might seck 1o meet, iy Principie, once g fornght, bt that,
allowing for e Washington Conference and ofher comantments, its next session, might
be scheduled o1 9 June (ie three weeks hence). She saw the principal business of this
first meeting as « eneral discussion of the role and objectives of (he Conmitree,

There followed u v, ide-ranging discussion giong the lines supyested by the Chaipersor,
It was clear that 1l Was a lnoad spread of views amony: the members abou( wihiy Was
envisaged, Thes,: may be: summagised 4« follows (it will be clenr that 1je points istedd
represent - in preatly condensed form the views of Individual, or groups of, members,
and 0ot in any sense (he consensual position {n eacl cqge of the Committee as a wholey:

Wes an agreed repo; being sought? fimportan BLOUDS Were 1ot in the Forum: there wa
a danger that production of such 4 doc ument would widen further the gap between
those who were b and those who were not, Oye possibility in seeking, (0 addyéas this
danger was to Ensine, 10 the preates( exfen feasible, that the UBTODST perspective was

factored into (e drafiing process,

There was real value this tiie in AEreoig a sel of principles wisich could he preseuted
to the unionists 45 4 basis for biginning a diglogue. This was g more proper appioach
than devising aciyal sliuctures and mode)s, {oy LOVErament, given that unionisi< would
certainly reject fliese. Unionist thinking was in an evolutjonary phase a'}d lhcn‘:t'\;uc
presenting a set of imciples tor discussion (o them now could be Mo muc.ly.' The
Forum's Capacity 10 engape in this process had been strcngiheuc@ by 1h§~ Tact that it had
received input from froups and individaals reflecting the views of naportant and
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miloential Commanies mside the utionisioyalist tradition

What Kind of principles were iuvolved? Would ilsey be of a “catch-all/motherhood”

nature, o whch evernybody could signup? I so, what was the value of such an exercise
N ‘ : Ware principles iunuiable? Reference was made 10 a
sk prinaples” exercise undenaken dudng fhe 1992 Tulks. Moreover, were not the
e priverples i any case alicady recently set out i the Joint Declaratioty and the
Framewarl Docnment” Was there ot o danses that e indtiative now being proposcd

which contd be superficia!”

micht fead to o putline bock from the ponciples set out iy those 1wo documents?

Quertions had been saised o wlnely it was impossible 1o pive onswers af this time, What
was involved was an meremental process ~ answers nneht become clearer as we went
along. What was being embaiked upon was, in o sense, an update of the principles
' outitned inhe New Ireland Foran Report. [ndeed, on a specilic note, it was suggested
that meabers might re fook a the faiter and consider the extent to which they were still

releva
[ was mportnt 10 avord any sense of & “pan-natonalist front".

- The work ol the Commitice, and indecd the Foyam penerally, could not be divorced from,
and needed to keep in step with, whal was happeming elsewhere. One might hope {or
some convergence between siuch outside developraents wnd the Commitieee's work.
Consenius on the Kev issues was gome 1o be difficalis both i the Forurn and outslde. but
thicy Biad 1o be serionsdy tackled  What was the position of the Ritish Government?

- A Jresh ook was needed o die concept of consensus within the coniext of sel-
determination. Whai was seguired wirs o consensus-based decision which everybody
ol Tve with,

e dhincuties wepe comge 1o centie o the 1ssucs of sebl-disternnnagon. apreerent and
consent. Should the Comntice starl with these, or should onge begin with the "casier™
st apd move proviesovely o the "dulticol”?

Fheesmmpiogowaes that jepresentatives in the Commutee wonld seriously enpage in it
vork but there vwas ol con (o be 100% qereement, ceraimly at the outset. There was
o need for confidenee building (within the Counnittee). “The experience of the New
rcland Poram and other negotiations  suggested it one lefl the difficalt elements
nntl the o

Hhere was @ case Jor laiang blocks of selated sealitics and principles 1ogether.
Deleeations shopld revacw thedr imilial papers o ibe Natare of the Problem in Light of

sabucguent discassions imn e Foruny,

Ihere was i eie alio Jor taking the realities Tinst and, onee those weie agrecd, moving
i o the principles. Moseover, 16 was prsterable, if the Committee was 10 be workable,

it iy cach case e a1 and other carly dradts came from {he Secretarial (rather thian

o
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_ ‘}béwc}(wcry])ciu;_‘uuinn bling s own). As g first slep, the Secretariat conld {lech out the
- beadings listed i B/

NestSteps

Following this discussion, it was apreed that. as a nest step, the Scerctariat would
produce a dradt m advance of the next meeting. fleshing o the headings under the
Realitics scetion of 1210 1 was agreed that Delegations could forward any views in
this regard direetly to the Sceretariar,

The next meeting, was fixed for Friday 9 June

Forum Secratana
A1 May 1995
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