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Modalities of Debate on Naturg ol the Preblem

i At ils meeting on 18 Noveniber, the Forum approved a paper trom the Co-ordinating
Commitiee (F 020) on the allocaton of tine (1) [or defegiton:" preschtabon ol ey

‘ papers and (ii) for initial questoning by other delegations. 1 was agreed ihat the
overriding aim was to allow for free general debate. The Co-ordinating Conumitieg was

acked 1o ook further at the modalitics of debate

Possable Approygh
2 The following approach, which would incorporate the decisions already take:n vy the

Farum on time allocation, 1s proposed.

3 First of all « delepation would introduce its puper, takiog up to 15 minutes (Jarger
delegavons - down to and meluding Democrate Left)y or 10 punutes (soadler

‘ delegations), This initial presentation would oceur i public session.

dq, Next, in priviate session, each of the other eleven delvvationy wonld i tum question the
presenting delegation on 1ts paper. A maximun of > mmnutes (larger delegations) or 3
minutes (smaller delegations) would be allowed 1oy Juestions and answers combined.
[ iz suopested that, m the interc:ts ot clarity and the need to focus on key points, each
delegation should, at the stnt of its period , put ope gquestion onlv. Tushould be porme in
mind ihat, given the number of delegations, it questioniny should Nodivthe fess
succeed in addressing numaous issues. 1, followung the first question and Answer,
Mere ware tme Jeft over within ity ajlocation, a delegation could either puse
supplementaries o1 ask & second question. This phu- should take a lintle less than one

hour

., Thercafer, it is proposed that there be open debate (5101 in private session) With 1ienhers
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of the Forum having the option of puiting additional questions, pressiny, putits i ther,
or making observations. A3 & rule, the delegatisn presenting & paper shall be invited to
respond 1o gach question pul or point mude. In cepulating the debate, the Charperson
wil! aghere 1o the principles sct out in paragraph 5 of her overall Note on procedures.
Qe will seek to ensure that mterventions are succinct and 1o thie point, and she will Aso
kave regard to equity of treatment both betw.en delegations and between Forum
rembere. She will accordingly endeavour to ensure that as mnany individual members

as possible are facilitated in making interventions.

6. While the duration ot this cecond phase of debate will inevitabiy be constummed vy the
Forum's other business and the desirability ol concluding its meeungs il 4 reasonable
(ime, the Chairperson Will seck to be as flexible as possible in this regard, with 2 new w

allowing for the fullest possible discussion of the issucs raised.

7 It i proposed thal folluwing the conefusion of the Forum's consideriion ol each
delegation's papet, it should be open to any other Jdelegation 1 put in witiing any urthet
points it might wish (o make (which it feels might notbe fully or satisfactonty adaressed
i its own papen). [twould then equally be open to the presenting delegation respond,
ar 1o ¢larify matiers in its paper, also in writing, Thesc papers would be ehannlled

through the Secreturiag, which would circulate (nem to all other delegations.

Forum Secretasiat
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