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MINISTER TO JOIN WXPf.-ORATOR'.' DTAWGDR WITH 91 N.H '/•• •-
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sub ject is excluded from th<-
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The Government has made clear that... 
dialogue, there will first need to be 

on decommissioning of

Following intensive exchangee with Sinn Fein the Government r: - ' 
that a sufficient basis now exists for the entry of Ministers ird ■ 
the exploratory dialogue with Sinn Fein.

The Government has reiterated that, no
It will be glad to explain its policy and approach o: 

Sinn Fein have made clear their wish to rai^e - r.c.v - 
including those arising from the need for what, they t-

The purposes of the Government’s exploratory dialogue wj/h «j i«•.•••. 
have been.: to explore the basis upon which Sinn Fein would c-xtf ■ 
be admitted to an inclusive political talks process; co ■■
views on how Sinn Fein would be able, over a period, tc play tic- 
same part as other parties in. r.he public life of. Northern IreiaV 
and teo examine the practical consequences of the ending of vic-

Ministers have needed to be clear, as with th© hv/aliet parties 
that, if and when they take part, constructive discups lor - 
particularly in achieving substantial progress on the
decommisBloning of arms - would be facilitated and acce 1 evfit,-.-? >■ 
their joining the dialogue.

The Government has told Sinn Fe- n that the undo re i .and!
the Government's l-et.tere, reflected i<> this statement pr.- •'1 
basis for Ministerial cuntncts in the exploratory dI1 ogiu 
Government han therefore.proponed that a meeting Ab.uiO. d
this basis as soon an it can be arranged, -I which I he Mi' < 
State, Michael Ancram, M. lJ. , would lead tin- Go'-ernwent r

once Ministers join the 
a substant ive discussion. “. . ? 

separate issue, on decommissioning of arms. Including an ox’-lor■ 
of the. specific ways this can best, be achieved. In reply, ?;.r • ' <■ 
have said that they will, discuss, in a serious and construct •..-••• 
manner, any issue-which the Government wishes to rnlae : ,-.1:
decommissioning of arms, with a view to seeking a resolu.i-:ion of 
and all re levant issues.


