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Hom I’iiihj McGmiy

I;oi attention ot : John Alderdice

ke SDLP at the loium on Jan 27

i hey were more uncomfortable dealing with (Jordon than with kF

U 1.29. 1 •? 9 5 2 :RECEIVED FROM t.61991

Ute SDl.P's response to Gordon Wilson was fascinating in its exposure ofterlnii, under Ivinv 
atiutudes towards those who do not fit in with their world view

Intellectually the SDLP (and one must include capable people like Mark) have no real 
perception ot how to deal with the exceptions (increasing all trie time) io Johns flawed 'two 
I. dd:tn,ns' •’oiKvp'

p, 1

Just as Seamus Mallon got very upset over Dessie describing u» (lathci than the st>i Pl; as the 
centre-ground.so Mark was vet v perturbed about being seen as part ot the (rid Ireland' I his 
kind of reality therapy is so distressing for them that we must expose them to more of it (and 
others to then ovei-ieai.tion to it)

Bud's comment on the 20% of Catholic RUC applicants not being nationalists (a theme used 
by other SDLP people recently) is a real hostage to fortune Would she call them unionists'' It 
she does how does she know’’ If she doesnt is she recognising that man) people do not tall in 
to one of the two tribes9 It so doesn't that coiifnin the validity ot your answers which so 
mystified Seamus Mallon cm Jan I ‘*

Brio started by immediately stating that Gordon wa*- a unionist (a claim made ever, more 
unacceptable by her palrpnisimg comment that he was 'no ordinary unionist')
1 he sense of Gordon's paper,the media interviews which he gave after presenting it and his 
answers on the 27th (including his comment that he was voting and encouraging others to 
vote Alliance over 20 years ago') give no clear giounds lor describing Inin as a unionist When 
Sean put the question to him directly he certainly gave no sense of describing himself in the 
terms ..syd by -hid
Gordon went very tar with his statements on the inevitability of a united Ireland Arid vet 1 he 
SDLP still felt the need to pigeon - hole him as a unionist J ins is despite (he fact that Guidon 
is no political threat to them whatsoever as he has always eschewed party politics 
Here is a man who has suffered grievously at the hands of nationalists,who shows huge 
forgivencss,wiio comes to Dublin to political iota and who stands up to so many unionist 
prejudices And yet, beyond the platitudcsjhev me totally unable to assimilate what tie is 
say in/1.
Such a man.a man who doesn't lit into his allotted place.is a huge threat to their whole belie! 
system In the end they practically end up by insulting his viewpoint 1 ms is extraordinary
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In N) when the SDLP have had power thev nave generally used n more raiib than the 
unionists I'he comparison should tn reality be with nationalists in the South and paiticiilatiy 
Fianna Fail i heir tcoord has not been much better than that ol the unionists tn trie North

1)1 he SDLPs hostile response to Gordon underlines that at the cote they remain signiheariiiy 
scctarian.with no understanding of and a contempt lor liberals and many misperceptions about 
unionists
/1 For most ot the time they don’t lenhse this
3) When these issues are addressed openly they appeal as intransigent as tin unionists
4 ) 3 he more exposure the parties in the republic and people like (. atherme Me tiuiiiiicss have 
to this (and particularly to Brid t the beiiei
5) The theme of the 'third tradition' oi 'the othei other (Man l itzdult s term) Oi wh.ilcxet we 
call it can be a winner for us Despite the SDI. P's rhetoric when it comes to piaclicahties

Denis' statement near the end about unionists being less likely to stand up to exiiemisis than 
nationalists is what most ot them believe despite the fact that Protestants have never voted foi 
terrorists and that Molyncaux currently won t be seen dead w-ith I’aislev 1 hey are influenced 
unduly by the more 'honest' and clearly expressed nature of Pr otestant prejudice Nationalist 
fundamentalists on the othet hand know that it is mote eflectixe to kill,intimidate and 
brow-beat opponents while simultaneously expressing your deepest regard for them Hie 
media love ii and it works every time'
f he SDLP are unable and unwilling to accept the patently obvious tact that prejudice is fairlv 
evenly distributed between ( atholics and Protestants. J his view itself is of course totally 
sectarian
Mary Henry said afterwards (and Caiiierinc Me Guinness seemed to be agreeing with hei) 
that she objected to being lectured by peope such as Bud that Protestants like her didn't feel in 
any way discriminated against')
Catherine herself said that she was not surprised but still quite depiessed mat tew nationalists 
understand that the C ot I. is not headed by the Queen1
She made an observation that she told Austin (. unie that she understood how he had fell 
walking into Stormont past ( arsons statue,but that he was somewhat nonplussed when she 
said that she fell uncomiortable going into pubiic hospitals to be suirounded by images oi the 
S.ieied 1 fe.uti

Dems failed to sec that it 'most unionists believe that lush unit', is inevitable (a highlv dubious 
proposition in the first place - much ot this wtshlul thinking anses from me age-old suspicion 
unionists have about Britain,something winch is real but is in no way a pi elude towards 
embracing nationalism) then their paranoid demeanour is ail the tnoie 
understandable Dangerous and unscientific hype about demography only makes mailcis 
w orsc
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(note Barry U hire's commt it on tin icr of >DLP respon tl IRFl mt cm sst ) we 
can show them a dean [. m o' ■
6; Wc should liainmei away (Sensitively expressed) on the theme of ('A ) 1101 If panidpation 
in the state and let the SOI P make whai they w»v of h
i) Pei haps we should tie strongei in regard to integrated schools and the need to move on all 
sides on the issue of symbols

i hr J urum is wi y useful and eomloiiable lot us.much less so tor the sl)' P We are able to 
queei their pitch quite spectacularly I.cfs keep doing in


