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The Secretai'y of State 
discussions with the other parties, 
avoid what mathematicians cal I. the "Zero Game" 
way one pa ’d win would be at the expense of

TO DlSOUjfe THE OUTCOME OF TUP SECRETARY OF STATE’S DISCUSSIONS 
With THE CONSTITUTIONAL PARTIES AND WITH THE IRISH GOVERNMENT 
ABOUT TUB OBSTACLES TO EOLTTICAI DIALOGUE.
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Peter Brooke, Secretary of State for N I, 
Jan Burns, John MeCunnel.1 and Another (N I Office) 
Dr .John A iderd . ci- ■ 
Gordon M a w h i n ney

On tiie second of the Unionist, demands that there should be a 
suspension of the Con Terence it. is agreed that at a future 
Conference an announcement will be made of a fixed date fox’ the 
next following meeting of the Conference and the hope will be 
expressed that, the parties will take the opportunity of the fixed 
time scale provided to enter into discussions about the future 
governmeht. of Northern Ireland. When that date is announced that 
Conference meeting will take place come what may and even if Mr 
Collins should find himself jri some far1 flung part of the world 
I,hen the Cpuforence meeting will be held in that, place. This 
does not mean that the negotiations arc time limited. There is 
no intention to time limit the negotiations and the parties would 
be quite free Co continue th" discussions:.

The Unionaala had introduced pre-cond i t ions to any 
everyone was aware of those pre-conditions, The SDLP had 
that there were no pre conditions to them talking but he 
aware that there were circumstances which they sought to 
the beginning of any sucn 
were pre Conditions, 
related to a replacement fox- the Anglo 
universally accepted that if there was 
parties in Northern Ireland 
what John .-Hume called "the totality of relationships" 
parties will have a different view o 
should be .and that is a matter for discussion but all 
there has "to he some sort of
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The Secdetrary of State said that he would anticipate chairing 
each of the plenary sessions and it did not seem to him that any 
other acceptable candidate is likely to be nominated.

it was necessary to prepare 
The Secretariat would not be 
to functon in relation to

■

; i• ?

On an Agenda for any discussions (.he Secretary of State said that 
he had not- to now been sufficiently optimistic to give much 
thought to an Agenda and Mr- Burns said that in outline it would 
involve diiecussions about the arrangements within Northern 
Ireland, arrangements between Northern Ireland and the Republic 
of Ireland1 and arrangements between the two Governments.

Between now and the start of that Conference it is proposed that 
the Civil[Servants who will be directly involved will enter into 
bilateral-discussions with each of the parties on what the 
Secretary-of State referred to as "the house-keeping 
arrangements" and that further bilateral discussions may take 
place between the Secretary of SI.ate and the parties.
At an appropriate time the Secretary of State will chair a 
plenary session of a meeting between all of the parties and 
although' the detail following that has not been worked out it. may 
well involve further bilateral meetings between himself and each 
of the parties.

The third’of the Unionist demands relates to the Secretariat.
The senior staff in the Secretariat are career diplomata and are 
for example currently involved in discussions about, extradition. 
The Secretary of State had asked the Unionist leaders if they 
wanted those discussions to be disrupted and quite clearly they 
did not. What could be agreed between the Conference where the 
starting gun is fired and the next Conference following is that 
the Secretariat cease to service the Conference. The Secretariat 
would complete its work on the last Conference and would do no 
further w®rk on the Conference until 
(.lie paper# for the next. Conference, 
suspended’as such but it would cease 
the work of the Conference, r
All of these terms have been agreed in outline with all of the 
parties and the Secretary of State says that he has taken 
considerable trouble to ensure that there are no 
misunderstandings. It will now be necessary to agree the precise 
details but it will not necessarily mean that all those details 
are made public at the Conference at which the starting gun is 
fired.
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It is possible that parties could pul to the Civil Servants any 
matters they sb wished.

It is agreed that the Irish Government will be involved in the 
discussions but that is Iikely to happen at a later stage if the 
discussions between the parties in Northern Ireland 
successful. There is clearly no point in involving the Irish 
Government if those discussions do not. bear fruit.


