JTA/ER/P.L./Environment 25/4/88

Cllr. Mervyn Jones,

Please find enclosed 3 coples of a reply from Richard Needham's office

to our letter of 14/3/88. I have not heard anything further from hinm

about a date for 2 meeting, and will make contact with him in the next

week or two if I hear nothing further.

Best wishes.

Dr. John T. Alderdice
PARTY LEADER



DEPARTMENT OF THE ENVIRONMENT FOR NORTHERN IRELAND
STORMONT, BELFAST BT4 3SS

John T Alderdice

Alliance Party Leader

The Alliance Party of Northern Ireland

88 University Street

BELFAST

BT7 1HE 7 april 1988

Dear Dr Alderdice

As Mr Needham is on holiday at the moment I am replying on his behalf to thank
you for your letter of 14 March 1988 requesting a meeting with yourself and

a delegation from your Party to discuss proposals to improve existing

Planning procedures.

You mention that your attention has been drawn to certain shortcomings in

these procedures in the case of the planning application for a housing
development at Cregagh Sports Club. The planning application was for 8 dwellings
and 4 apartments on a portion of the Club's grounds and was refused on

23 March 1987. Unfortunately, due to an oversight, objectors were not informed
of the decision to refuse and apologies were tendered at the time to all those
who had made representations.

However, when the Sports Club appealed to the Planning Appeals Commission the
hearing was advertised in the local press to allow the local residents the
opportunity to present their views either in writing or personally at the
appeal. At the hearing the Department's representative did not base his
evidence on the substance of the objections received. Rather he argued the
Department's case on the planning merits of the case and I can assure you that,
where issues raised by the objectors were regarded as relevant planning
considerations, they were presented forcefully at the appeal. In response to
a specific request from the Commissioner who heard the appeal the Department's
representative stated that 7 representations had been received in relation

to the planning application. 1In reaching its decision to allow the appeal,
therefore, the Commission was aware of these objections.

The Commission allowed the appeal on 9 October 1987 and you will appreciate
that its decision on planning appeals are final and not subject to direction
by the Minister or the Department.

The Minister regrets the oversight in not advising the objectors of the
decision on the club's planning application, the appeal hearing was advertised
and the Commission was aware of the objections before arriving at its decision.
In the circumstances he hopes you will agree that the relevant planning issues
were fairly presented at the appeal hearing.

On the general issues Mr Needham shall be very happy to meet with you and your
colleagues to discuss your proposals and I will contact you shortly to arrange
a suitable date.

Yours sincerely

J P A BREADY'
Private Secretary
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JTAJER/P.L,. /Envivonmnent 14/3/58

dr. Richard Needham, M.2.

Pariievncntary Under Secretary of State,
Deportmient of Environment,

Stomont,

Bt4 35S,

Re: Requect for Meeting re shortcomings in Planning Apneuls Procedures
At

iy colieague Cllr., :Hervyn Jonec has bhrought to my attention a serious
situation regarding a Ploaning Application ror ¢ hwusiang Development ot
Czegugiy Sports Club (Rel lNc. 2/87/0502), and a subsequent Appe=al to the

Plamming Appeals Commission (Ref ALSS5/1987).

Cibson Park residents Associztion, wialch covers the area invoived, objectad
co the orlginal Planaing Applicution for a Housing Development oi J§ nouses,
and 4 apartments on part of the ground of Cregagh Sports Club in March 1987.
The decision of che Planaing Dapartment wus to refuse cthe Planniog
Application, and whea this cppeared on the relevant Planning Schedule, Cllr.
Jounes Informed the Residents Association that the Application had been
cturned down. The residents Association realised that they should have been
notiried chemeelves as objectoxs regarding the decision, and aware that
none of the objectors had been notiiled, assumed the delay to be because
of some ctechnicality in announcing tihe decision, and were not therefore
expecting an Appeal at this stage.

Normal procedures were not carried out 1in this case, however, and oo
notification of che result were sent to objectors, Notice of the Appeal
way placed In the pupers during the holiday period (24th July 1987) and
waes not noticed by any member of the Residents Association, or indeed, by
Cllr. Joues.

Contd/.......




Contd/eeeee =-2= 14/3/83

The uppeal was held, therefore, without any representations from the local
residents, who had wished to employ a Planning Consultant on the matter.
The lack of local objections at that Appeal was obvlously a factor in the
Planning Appeals Commission overturning the original decision and granting
permission, as the Commissioner in his report stated that "the development
of open space lands often leads to vociferous objections by local residents
that proposals to build on open space lands would diminish the visual
amenity of the locality and make exlsting homes less pleasant places in
wiich to live. It 1s noteworthy that neither the Department nor local
residents made any s<uch claims in this cace, and it can only be assumed
that the residents of Graham Gardens and Ladas Walk view the proposals with
equanimicy'.

As 1 stated above, I view or this case as an extramely cerious one, whera
the views of the Jlocal residents have effectively been 1gnored in
overturning che original decicion to refuse planning pernmission for this
developuent, I appreciate, however, that there 1is little that can now be
done in this particular case, especially as the builders are now on site.

There are wider dmplications regardlng planning procedures to this case,
however. I have discusced these withh several members of my Party, including
Cllir. Joues, the Alliance Party Housing Spoxkesmain, and Cllr. Hontgomery,
the Alliance Party Eunvivoument Spokesman, and we would like to arrange
meeting with youwrself at sorme stage 1o the near future to discuss these
with yourselfl.

Arongthe topics that we would like to raise would be the pogsiblae extansion
ol the neighbourhood notirlcation scheme to the 2ppeal stage, the
introduction of a sysctem whereby objectors to zn original application are
inforrmed when an appeal is to occur, and the strecunlining oi the advertlsing
of cppeals so that they appear in the press at the some tirme, z2nd on the
same page as the regular wveexly planniag lists, to minimise the possivility
oi the appeal notice being umisced.

1 Jeel that it is In everyoues interestc to attempt to Improve the existing
planning procedures, which are seen by many to be impersonal and remote,
and we would welcome the opportunity of meeting with you to discuss our
propucals to improve the exizting systen.

Dr. Johu T. Alderdice
PARTY LEADER
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vear Dr. Alderdice,

Thang you very much for your xind invitation to
tne Alliance Party's 18th Annual Conference, but I fear I must refuse.
I nave resigned from being a spokesman for tne Liberals/SL) and I hope
& successor will oe appointed before long to back up Lord Donaldson, wno
leads for us on horthern Ireland.

However, I remain Hon. Secretary of the House o Lords Ireland
Study Group, whica meets at 5 o'clock on a Wednesday afternoon, roughly
every other montn, to hear a spsaker for 20-25 minutes and ask questions.
The meetings are limited to one hour and a2re open to peers of all parties.

Wle are hoping to get John Hume of tne SDLP and Harold licCusker for
the Unionists. It would oe much appreciated if you could one day join us.
Lord Blease went so far as to suggest that I ask you for July 6th. It
is asking a lot of you as I fear we cannot pay fares, but it would be

good to meet you.
I look forward %o hearing from you.

Yours sincerely,
/Z}'%‘;ﬁfy;ﬂ /" V‘fwﬂ"?/ﬂ'é"’

Lord Hampton

¥ abor IS 205850

Dr. Joan T. Alderdice
Leader, The Alliance Party of Northern Ireland Wre-wst oy stz te o
88 University Street el
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pe Thank vou very much for vour letter of 2ist. i would be delighted to try
F
to get alomy to one oi =he meetings of the :ouse of Lords Ireland Study

Group, and I am sure I could find some way of getting there. However, July
5

6th is not possible for me since I will be oun holiday during that forkaisght.
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- 1f you couid suggest some ocher pogsibilitles I will do my best to fit in.
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your kind invitation. I look forward to hearing from you.
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Dr. John T. Aldevrdice
PARTY LEADER



To: D.U.P., 0.U.P., S.D.L.P., W.P., James Kilfedder (Party Leaders)
Alderman James McClure DUP HSS Spokesman
Rev. Martin Smyth, OUP g 0
Cllr Joe Hendron SDLP 3 u
Ms Mary McMahon WP Y g 10/2/%%

We have all been appalled at the critical deterioration in the Health Service
in Northern Ireland, brought about by the Government's savage financial
cut backs. There are almost unbridgeable gaps between the Parties on
Constitutional matters at present, but as demonstrated by the joint meetings
of the Ad Hoc Committee on the future of the Shipyard, there is no reason
of principle why we should not meet to produce a joint approach to Government
on the future of the Health Service. We are told that the Treasury is awash
with money and the Chancellor will therefore be making a decision in the near
future as to whether to use this money to repair the damage to the Health
Service, or to cut taxation.

We would therefore propose an early meeting of Leaders and Health & Social
Service Spokesmen to produce a programme of joint political action on this
matter. On hearing your response we can co-operate on the necessary practical
arrangements for a meeting, at a mutually agreeable time and place.

Looking forward to hearing from you.

Yours sincerely,

Cllr Stewart Dickson Dr. John T. Alderdice Cllr Brian Wilson
Spokesman PARTY LEADER Spokesman
HEALTH & SOC. SERVICES SOCIAL SECURITY



JTA/ER/P.P. Mtgs 5/1/88

Mr. James Kilfedder, B.A., B.L., M.P.,

Thank you very much for your letter of 30th December. Your suggestion
of leaving a meeting until after the next King/Paisley/Molyneaux meeting
in January seems a very reasonable one, perhaps we could be in touch after
that.

Hoping that 1988 sees the beginnings of a more peaceful and hopeful future
for our people and our province.

Best wishes.

Dr. John T. Alderdice
PARTY LEADER



STA/ER/P L. [P P.IEES,

. James hilfedder,

Best wishes.

Datray b.l., L:.oPl’

Pr. John T. Aiderdice

PARTY LEADER

4/6/86



The Workers’ Party

NORTHERN REGIONAL EXECUTIVE

6 Springfield Road, Belfast 12 236 Antrim Road, Belfast 15
Telephone: 228663/226852 Telephone 752870/754427
Telex: 748076

Dr. John T. Alderdice,

Party Leader,

The Alliance Party Of Northern Ireland,
88 University Street,

Belfast BT7 1HE
28th.March 1988

' Dear John,

Thank you for your letter of the 18th last inviting The Workers' Party to a
further meeting with The Alliance Party .

As you may be aware , Seamus Lynch is out of the country at this time . I would
suggest, therefore, that we meet at the end of April or early May. Perhaps you

could suggest a time and suitable venue.

Yours Sincerely,

5, "/7/ '\,r-)-(:‘) ol

Seamus Harrison , Secretary




JTA/ER/P.L./P.P. Mtgs 4/5/88

Mr, James Kilfedder, B.A., B.I., i.P.,

Thank you very much for the arrangements you have made. The period 3.30pm
to 5.00pm seems ideal, and I would be most grateful 1f you would be able to

have it wmentioned in the All Party Whip.

I am trying to make some other arrangements,and will let you know my progranme

when it has been firmed up.

Again, my thanks, and looking forward to seeing you again.

Best wishes.

br. John T.Alderdice
PARTY LEADER



HOUSE OF COMMONS
LONDON SWIA 0AA

/ /,M/A.L7 /7 $&

41_24 (5 \/ D
s // /\7'\, L L‘DW‘(’L,,( A \f el Aovrin /\
“«7 A 2/%:14”777 i Qs fraly /L«

ARAW4M7 285 Ma, fo (G Perest
33,0 5‘/\‘,\ /‘/\ ‘ZC"?("‘H«\ Zq /LZ s

“/7/\;\,« Aun Z(?L V< K \‘/ '7"/1'\
/LVI/d/Z\ f}6 /\/l/v‘f 1:/» e m,/7 e Y\ /C,
ﬂ{( /2_4_&7 /47\_ 7‘\ d /\,Aa/‘ 7 N Lol
'%\/é-f //O 0(() @/* /\7’&\\ Loy )

CL?//Ultlif \C/cuccu;(7

' J’%\ /‘@c ?FL,L/[[/(



HOUSE OF COMMONS
LONDON SW1A 0AA

L3 /J7m-4/c)8<g

/\(,TZ 1% \/‘ﬂ\ L
i Jned i 7
/\\'Vl é“o—v-{'{ A\ q/\aﬁ"‘w ) L7 a0 Lin /L(
g RicV”
AWML 1 / Gy 'j\ ot A L’ZL'-Y/ /2:.' l\//[k\ LLovSA
3‘7 Iyl S /W&u, , \/A\I/w/ﬁ Mo/ fhae tadl
!~,~' 2 7Lopren /\4L : ./ /Z[L,m&‘c et LA unf Ly Ao
/h/m w - \/ vl Le Kl g Enng “/[LJ: -//'Lc'//»/um
(g %Y 7;1'.{) ‘,(&LL7 /é /\Q’av‘)’[/!,l.' ‘L :’L{“( . [\/Z\/E Lr A ‘V”L(A

R
/LL/[[ AL’(L()

\/4LL\ | /'éttgxwtféc %



JTA/ER/P.L./P.P. Mtgs 19/4/88

Mr. James Kilfedder, B.A., B.Il1., M.P.,

Just a note of thanks for your hospltality and for the chance of a
chat at such short notice. I thought about your suggestions, and since
I will be over on Wednesday 25th May to speak to the House of Lords
Ireland Study Group at 5.30 pm, maybe we could set sgomething up on
that afternoon. I have written to Julian Brazier letting him know that
I will be over that day and I will do my best to fit in with any

suggestions that either you or he might make.

Again, sincere thanks and best wishes, I very much enjoyed the chat.

Dr. John T. Alderdice
PARTY LEADER
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