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Admlnlstratlve plannlng for a referendum is now underway and
hwe have reached the point where we need to make ‘decisions on
';certa1n central aspects of the leglslatlon. In partlcular I LT
;.would welcome your party S v1ew on, the extent of the franchlse R
L we should‘employ i ' s b o

My own v1ew is that'on a matter of such 1mportance 1t should ‘

. be as broad as poss1ble Naturally those entitled to vote

5 must be reglstered electorsf— that 1s, they must satisfy BT
Northern Ireland’s three month res1dent1al quallflcatlon. gAs"igo"?;:
- you know, “the Parllamentary franchise excludes peers and AL :
European Union c1tlzens but 1nc1udes overseas voters. ‘The" '
“Local Government franchlse 1ncludes peers and European Unlon
‘c1tlzens but excludes overseas voters

My 1nc11nat10n on thlS occa51on 1s to 1nclude peers but‘ /
.. exclude European Unlon c~tlzens and overseas voters. ST see no
compelllng argument to 1nclude European Union citizens P e
';Ire51dent in Northern Ireland and I feel it would be iR ﬂﬂ ,jﬁ?
oy 1nequ1tab1e to allow overseas voters a voice which is not A
‘available to Northern Irish people living in Great Britain by
‘virtue of them not satlsfylng the residential quallflcatlon

% Suspending the re51dent1al quallflcatlon is not an optlon I
would support. f/}uvf '
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I would therefore, apprec1ate an early response from you on
‘this matter so we can continue to make progress on the
referendum preparations.
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