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THE NORTHERN IRELAND LEGISLATIVE PROGRAMME

It is a custom (that I have agreed to continue) that at the start of each

are likely to come forward up until the Summer recess.

Ajh/N! Legislative Programme/SofS

The Annex also gives details of those Orders in Council that have completed 

their parliamentary stages in the pre-Christmas term, those we plan to bring 

forward in the current session and those Proposals for draft Orders in Council

NORTHERN IRELAND OFFICE 
II MILLBANK 

LONDON 
SW1P4QE

Parliamentary term Northern Ireland parties and Opposition spokespersons at 

Westminster receive a copy of the Government's intended legislative programme 

for Northern Ireland.

It now seems to that it would be appropriate for the smaller parties involved in 

the Talks but not represented at Westminster to also be aware of forthcoming 

legislation. I therefore attach an Annex detailing progress expected on 3 

Northern Ireland Bills currently before the House and those Orders in Council that

Secretary of State 
for

Northern Ireland

Ms Monica Williams 
Nl Women's Coalition 
c/o Block B 
Castle Buildings 
Stormont Estate 
Belfast 
BT4 3SG



MARJORIE MOWLAM

Ajh/N! Legislative Programme/SofS

I am writing in similar terms to each of the four parties involved in the talks but 

without representation at Westminster.

we intend to publish in the course of the summer along with details of negative 

resolutions for Northern Ireland which will stem from GB Bills.

If, as I hope they will, the talks produce a comprehensive negotiated outcome by 

May, we can also anticipate a need for urgent legislation to conduct a 

referendum.



ANNEX
NORTHERN IRFI AND BILLS

1. Police (Northern Ireland) Bill

Purpose

Parliamentary Stages -'Easter TPrm

2.

Purpose

3.

Parliamentary Stages - Easter Term

DU/DC(NI LEG PROG ST OF T LTR)

To increase f
Police Authority in line with the Government 

------------in the Hayes Report

To amend the law of Northern Ireland relating to public processions 
by implementing recommendations contained in the North Report 
presented to the Secretary of State in January 1997.

Parliamentary Stages - Easter TPrm

The Public Processions (Northern Ireland) Bill is due to go into 
tnT?^? T tho HTe °f COmmons on 15 January. It is expected 
to be ready for Royal Assent at the beginning of February.

Northern Ireland (Emergency Provisions) Bill

Purpose

the accountability and effectiveness of the RUC and 

and’the recordations in th, Hayes Report 
complaints procedures. p

To extend the life of the existing Northern Ireland (Emergency 
Provisions) Act 1996, with amendments.

6-8 weeks. Commons Report Stage may take place before Easter 
depending on a number of factors.

Public Processions etc (Northern Ireland) Bill

Scheduled to receive Second Reading in House of Lords on 12 
January, bill should be enacted in good time, perhaps even before

e Easter recess. As this bill makes provision for the 1998 renewal



DU/DCfNI LEG PROG ST OF T LTR)

t0?e Wa,ved' if the BHI is enacted before 15 June 
aas, the next EPA renewal debates will be in June 1999.
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