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Opening Statement

A Relationship between Northern Ireland and the Irish Republic.

It is hardly an say that relationships betweenexaggeration to

Belfast and Dublin have historically been and at timespoor,

hos tile. Unionis tsopenly Nationalists must accept theirand

part in the breakdown of relationship which should, on thea

it, be warm, friendly and mutually beneficial.face of We would

not, however, accept that the antagonisms have been solely or
mainly created in Belfast.

small island, and all parts of it are easily accessible

to all sections of the population. Yet there exists an alarming

ignorance amongst peoples as to the aspirationsour respective

and on-going ambitions of the two distinct and equally legitimate

empathy is apparent, not only onandlack of underslandingA
within the Provincean Ireland-wide basis, but more particularly

gulf, reinforced by religious bigotryUls ter Thisof itself.

the heart of Ireland's difficultiestribal sus pi cions lies atand

dynamic for violence, which has tragically provedand provides a

self-sustaining for over 100 years.

shown bythis division isdemons tra tion ofPerhaps the best
population of thethat 75% of thewhich indicaterecent polls

Ireland whichpart ofset foot lit that
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Irish Republic has never

Ireland is a

entities on the island.



wishesapparently and subsume.it to This figure isannex

staggering when one considers of thethe size island, and also

the highly fruitful relationships which have been built up between

the Republic and the rest of the United Kingdom.

direct corollary of this, a large section of the population

of Northern Ireland views the Irish Republic with fear and distrust.

mutual ignorance suspicion between Nationalists andSuch and

Unionists is the tragedy of Ireland, and 11 is largely to this

Strand 2 should direct its attention. Identification

interest and a inu t ual underslanding each other'sofof common
to political progress andprequisiteposition is necessarya

co-operation between the United Kingdom and the Irish Republic.

relationships best be overcomeThe historic breakdown in can

the future which wouldes tablishing modus vivendi forby a

facilitate contact between Belfast and Dublin and would anticipate

sympathetic contacts - literallydose, mutually beneficial and

doing business together.

will be expanded under a paper entitled "The Way Forward

for joint action”. It canand areasfor agreementfacilities

the past,absence of such contacts has, inthebe argued that

antagonisms and petty animositiesto theenormously contributed

which have all too often been translated into violence and

sectarianism.
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Matters which could easily have been resolved have been allowed
to fester and have become

On one level themu r d e r. traditionstwo sadly too familiarare

other; a higher level ignorancewit!i each is profound, andon

this basic lack of knowledge and understanding must be addressed.

allowsall- too-of ten my th t o overcome reality. Recently,This

deliberate misrepresentationhas b e e n the effectthere over

and 3 of tlie Irish Constitutionany change in Articles 2that

Northern Ireland Nationalists tothe right ofwould have on

scare-mongering is palpable nonsense.Irish Passports. Such

of Ar tides 3 wouldThe removal and effectmore on

the 1956 Pitieenslip Act t !i a n would have t he capacity toit

the F o y 1 e Fisheries Act.terms ofannul the

contained in various SDLP documents,theNo I wi t hs t ar.di.ng stat emenIs

of esteem",presented during Strand 1, which r e f e r t o "parity

one which deniesIrish Nationalism i sreality ofthe political

The rhetoric beliest r adi lion.Irish Unionistlegitimacy to the

during one of the plenary sessionsFor example,the

stated:-last summer.

.just look acrossIrish Identity,t hewish to"If you see

We (the SDLP) are the Irish identity".table.t h e

that Irish NationalistsThe position of the Ulster Unionist Party is

Irish identityThere 1ano therisrepresent an Irish identity.

in both Northern Ireland and the Irish Republicwhich Nationalists
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a catalyst for hostility and on occasions

an SDLP delegate

have no



has notappear incapable of understanding since it been defined

exclusively by them.

the realFor Nationalists problem is their inability to accept

of the Irish Unionist identity.the legitimacy Their question

is invariably, "What or who doto think you are?"youus

overwhelming of cases in Northern Ireland theIn majoritythe

"British". Those Irishmen and livinganswer is, in thewomen

island, who hold themselves to benorth-eastern of thecorner

determined toBritish and who are remain British, are entitled

esteem as Irish Nationalists in either jurisdiction.t o t h e s ame

It is no exaggeration to state that for Unionists the primary

the maintenance of the Union. Thisobjective is translatedi s
determination to keep Northern Ireland out of a Unitedinto a

any proposals whichIreland. and a distrust for

the Union. of an independent Ulster,as weakening The concept
support in Northernwhich from time to time has attracted some

Ireland, is similarly objectionable.

Britain is Union in the hearts and mindswith GreatThe Union a

we cannot change,of the Unionist people, and is something which

This feeling of Britishness is so deeplywe wanted t o.even if

gene ti call y encoded. It is no talmo s tingrained as to be a

been imposed on an unsuspectinghaswhichdevice artificeor

Unlonis t s to impose onsome thing w 1 s hi tpeople: neither is

But for Unioniststhose who have different political aspirations.
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can be construed



their basic political heritage is their Britishness.

Failure to recognise this is fundamental and enduring mistakea

of Irish Nationalism.

Failure to recognise who supportthat those desire theor
continuance of the Union will never consent to a United Ireland

fundamental and enduring mistake of Irish Nationalism.is also a

failure to that those who support andFurthermore, recognise

continuance of the Union will neverthe consent to anydesire

settlement which would precipitate movement towardsorprocess

United Ireland, is similarly fundamentala error.a

While IRA terrorism has provoked deep distrust, the overwhelming

of Unionists not, by definition, hostile tomajority theare

Neither they hostile toIrish Republic or its ci t izens. are

a peacefulN o r t h e r n Ireland who havefellow-ci t izens w i t li i n

British andIreland. They simplyaspiration to a United are

intend to remain British.

Britishness is at the heart of Unionist philosophy....the feeling

our fellow-citizensof sharing withof belonging; the feeling

events; of being part ofnationalgreatBritain inGreatin

omething larger than simply the six counties in the north-easterns

shared psychological bond;It isisland. aof aourcorner
and of sharedof historybond....common bondsshared emotional

shared triumphs and shared sacrifices.adversities,
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3 uch commi tmentIt is a

and women to vote consistently thesince ISSOs for pro-Union

par ties. While the the Irish people chose a Gaelic,rest of

Nationalist and independent Ireland, Unionis t s showed a clear

preference for continued membership of a modern, pluralist and

liberal democracy which consisted fourof nationalities, three

linguis tic groupings, e thnic minorities and a multitudema ny

of religious denominations.

Britishness, in its best form, seeks to manifes t tolerancea

respect different cultures; pluralistic and exibitingforand

common decency it does not seek to interfere with the faith,a

aspiration of any individualcreed Where eitheror group.or

t o fallfear, distrust or ignorance short of thiscauses us

ideal know mu s t seek appropriate meanswe we

deficiencies.

The British presence in Ireland is not merely the 12,000 regular

Ireland in support of the CivilNorthernstationed int r oops

and theStatesimply the Secretary ofPower. Neither is it

Administration at Stormont.

the one millionreal long-term British presence in Ireland isThe

of the islandthe north-eastlive inUnionists whoplus Irish

the ballot box, theirdemonstrate, throughtocontinueand who

While these are mainlywish to remain within the United Kingdom.

the Ulster Unionist and other unionistsupporters ofmembers or

they exclusivelyexclusively so,parties, they are not arenor

Protestant.
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which has led thousands of Irish men

to overcome our



thisot d'?epReCBU 5 P fundamental principle of belonging,and

thein f o r s e e a bl e future, isor

not forthcoming.

Unionis ts have the right to 32 county state....

but they also have the right NO.t o Their position issay

by virtuesecured of overwhelming democratic majority inthe

Northern Ireland and reinforced by constitutional National!sts’

apparent profession to only by consent"."unity If Northern

Ireland was set Nationalists allege, the basis ofup, a s on

headsectarian count, by the same definition,thena so, was

the Irish Free State.

The so-called guarantee to Unionists by the Westminster Parliament

is simply an acceptance of reality. A vote in Westminster to

expel Northern Ireland from Kingdom stop thosethe could not

feelingwho suppert the Uni on from

convince Unionists of the desirability of Irish unity.

its continuance therethose who support the Union and desireFor

being Irish and Britishcontradiction in

Welsh andScottish and British,being

points were alluded toBritish. Thesea ndEnglishBritish or

June 1991 (pagessubmission of 2Sin the Ulster Unionist Party's

9-10).

proud to be Irish, and will always hold ourselvesMany of

equally proud to be British and will always

feel similarly committed to
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say YES to a

is no contradiction in

But we are

unity by consent, either now

is no

us are

as they do, nor would it

that sense of identity.
so to be.

just as there



in Ireland,Many people elsewhere, appearand some to hold to

the belief that to be Tri shmantrue must bea or woman, one

Gaelic andRoman Catholic, ruled from Dublin. Irish Unionists

the personification of illegi t imacythe of suchare a narrow

defini tion.

notIreland does have, it need,does or unitednor a common

theology orculture, poli t ical allegiance. Over the past 70

Irishthe Republic has progressed as an independentyears, a s

state, it has moved in politic al, social, economic and cultural

further apartterms from the people of Northern Ireland.all

Eamon De Valera recognised in his 1937 Cons titution that the

Irish Free State effectively s topped a t the frontier with

Northern Ireland.

While the territorial claim enshrined in Articles 2 and 3 was

inserted in order to placate the most militant elements within

Irish Nationalism at that time, they embodied the irredentist

attitudes implici t Irishin nationalism. The Irish Supreme

C o u r t tried to soften their meaning in 1977 (The Criminal Law

(Jurisdiction) Bill), but through the interpretation as recently

Ireland) these Articles have clearly assumedas 1990 (McGimpsey v

aggressive and irredentist significance.

that Ireland can only be united in a way whichIt has been said

that Unionists do not have to sacrifice their principles.ensures

principle to which Unionists adhereHowever most importantthe

is simply remain in Northern Ireland citizens ofthat they a s

Page 8.

a more



the United Kingdom, in peace and amity with their fellow-citizens

with different

to countenance an independentThe Union is inviolateaspirations.

32 county Irish Republic is for Unionists, by definition, impossible.

If that can be accepted, then all matters pertaining to a working

and we will consider anyfor discussionarrangement are open

reasonable and workable suggestions.

In approaching this Strand of the Unionist criteriat alksthe

that any arrangement must....success isfor

(a)

tb)

fall within accepted International(c) norms

consent of the overwhelminga 11 r a c t themu s tarrangementAny

can only beof Northern Ireland. Thistiie peoplemajority of

addressing and resolving, within Strand 1, theaccomplished by

under Directin Provinceexis ts thedemocratic deficit which

It will necessitate, within that Strand, the establishmentRule.

of government whichinstitutionsof structures and are open,

Furthermore thea n s w e r a bl e to the electorate.andresponsive

Agreement withneo-eolonlalist Anglo-Irishreplacement of the

the totality of relationships withinaddressestreaty whicha

islands is absolutely crucial.o u. r
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further the cause of peace

and without threat to, or domination over, anyone

be sustainable on the basis of mutual trust and respect



The rt-cent his t o r y of failed set tloments demonstrates clearly

that Unionist involvement obvious prerequisite for thei s an

achievement of peace, stability and reconciliation.

At Sunningdale, and at Hillsborough, the two Governments appeared

thatto believe the greater number of the people of Northern

Ireland could be ignored and disregarded. Or,

so prosaically pul it in 19S5, "We must lance the Unionist boil"

and, "We must face down the Unionists".

But Unionists have shown will not be facedthat they down and

have continued to demand with ever increasing vigour, a restoration

of democracy to Northern Ireland, and end secret andtoan
rule by the minis terial conference and Maryfielda r b i t r a r y

Secretariat.

the historic breakdown in Nor th-Sou th relationsWe consider that

best be addressed through the establishment ofc a n

(a)

(b)

the difficulties which weunderstatet ofoolishII would be

Page 10.

a s 
the

A benevolent, liberal and pluralistic democracy in Northern 
Ireland in which both communities share; which disadvantages 
neither and which fully protects all individuals and groups.

An Inter-Irish Relations Committee, to facilitate business 
between Belfast and Dublin administrations, in which the 
two could co-operate, as equals, to achieve social and 
economic benefits for the Irish people as a whole. It 
would further form an integral part of a larger body, 
details of which will be tabled during Strand 3 discussions.

as one participant



now seek to address, for they are very great, but are certainwe

advantages whichthat the can be obtained for all our peoples

prize for which it is worthwhile taking a risk.a r e a

Our goals are peace and Justice. We desire an end of violence,

andsectarian religiousto bigo try and to mutual suspicion

throughout Ireland. a political stability which can

provide social and economic thatprogress

We seek to establish working relationships both between Northern

and the Irish Republic and between the Irish RepublicIreland

and the United Kingdom, t o which contribute andeveryone can
threaten nowhich one.

agreement in 1925 which provided forthe tripar titeWe recall

Joint meetings between the Government of the Irish Free State

Northern Ireland Government. Meetings took place underthea nd

regret ably, they ended a t the insistaneethis provision but,

of the Irish Government.

work which realisticallyout theto carryI n short, aspirew e

failure to doTheseventyshould have been done ago.years

been visitedwhich hasthis was sin ona

since.

number oftenderwilldiscus sionsDuring the course of awe

regard critical to progress.whichsubjects aswepapers on
they areconsidered contentious,beof these mightWhile s ome

follow the criteriont omatters which cannot be ignored if we are

the table".that "all things are on
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each generation ever

We pursue

will exclude no one.



in dueWe will, the historical and political

background to the present breakdown in relationships.

Na tionalis tThe ideal andsolution was,

independent Republic.Irish Thetwo county ideal Unionist

and is, thirty two county Ireland fullysolu tion was, a united

integrated within the United Kingdom. Both have proved mutually

both have impossible to achieve.exclusive; proved Both are

literally pipedreams.

Unionists have always held firm to the belief that Ireland should

United Kingdom, that all parts of the Kingdomo f thebe par t

should be treated equally and that no region should suffer unfairly

in any respect.

Unionists accept that failure, in the past, to provide acceptable

all parts the United Kingdomand equitable government for of

genuine desire by some within Ireland for separation.provided a

did not,equally that UnionistsNa t ionalis t s recognisemust

Kingdom cannot provide, within itsand do not, accept that the
its constituentallsatisfactory government forframework, a

their aspiration.citizens, whateverall itsparts and for

the socials tudiescomparativeWe will refer to papers onon

parts of Ireland in generalby bo tliand economic
made betweenwill becomparisonsince 1921, and in particular

from Dublin and the other fromcounties....one ruledtwo Ulster

Belfast.
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progress made

is, a united thirty

course submit papers on



We do not and will never accept that Northern Ireland can give

righti t s to self-deter mi nation. The constitutional futureup

for Northern Ireland is entirely matter for the people ofa

IrelandN o r I h e r n and be fullymus t respected by the Irish

This positionGovernment. basedis international law andon

will illustrate the legitimacy of our position in more detailedwe

form, by the submission of a document entitled 'Self Determination

and Sovereign Equality'.

therein,We will 193" Irish Constitution withthat thereason,

t e r r i t o r yits claim to our peopleand contained within the

Preamble and within Articles 2 and 3 is illegitimate in inter­

national law and remains an obstacle to progress.

The background to these articles is well known. In effect they

illegally constituted a repudiation by Mr De Valera of the legitimacy

of the recognition of Northern Ireland contained in the Treaty

(Confirmation of Amending Agreement) Act 1925. Article I of

the schedule of that Act was in the following terms:

are

(2) of section

The text of the Act spoke of,

with t li e
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"The British Government and the Government of the Irish 
Free State, being united in amity in this undertaking

Government of Northern Ireland, and being resolved 
mutually to aid one another in a spirit of neighbourly 
comradeship...".

to the 
extent

"The powers conferred (by the 1921 treaty in relation 
Boundary Commission) are hereby resolved and the 

of Northern Ireland for the purposes of the Government 
of Ireland Act 1921 and of the said Articles of Agreement 
shall be such as was fixed by sub-section 
1 of that Act".



and regis t ered the Government of the Irish FreeIsles bywa s

State with the League of Nations a body of which Mr De Valera

The Act formally been repealed and the agreement it

enshrines is still valid international law.in It, with the

fact the1921 act is in legal basis for the very existence of

an Irish State separate from Unitedthe Kingdom. We do not

the illegitimateaccept that repudiation of the 1925 agreement
can be taken to indicate that arbiIrary abrogation by one

party to internationalc ontracting agreement invalidatesan

that agreement. The enduring wrong created by the 1937 Constitution
must be made right.

Preamble

In the Name of the Most Holy Trinity, from Whom is all authority

final end, all actions both of men and Statesour

must be referred,

We, the people of Eire,

all our obligations toHumbly acknowledging our Divine Lord,

sustained fathers through centuries ofJesus Christ, Who o u r

trial,

their heroic and unremitting struggleGra lef ully remembering

to regain the rightful independence of our Nation,
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has never

was later to become a distinguished President.

This Act was endorsed by the three Parliaments within the British

and to Whom, as

The relevant provisions are:-



And seeking to promote the good, with due observancecommon

of Prudence, Justice and Charity, that the dignity and freedomso

of the individual may be assured, true social order a11 ained,

of our country restored, and concord established with

other nations,

THE NATION

Article 2

The national territory consists of the whole Island of Ireland,

its islands and the territorial seas.

Article 3

Pending the re-integration of the na t tonal territory, and
without prejudice to the right of the parliament and Government
es tablished by Constitution to exercise jurisdictionthis over

laws enacted by the parliament

shall have the like extent of application as the laws

of Saorstat Eireann and the like extra-territorial effect.

The Interpretation of these provisions was given by the Supreme

Court in the Criminal Law (Jurisdiction) Bill (1977). It asserted

from the Right of the State:-the Right of the Nation as distinct

held in 1937 by a substantial number"One of

from a State,a Nation, di s 11netthatof citizens asw a s
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the unity

area and

the whole of that territory, the

Do hereby adopt, enact, and give to ourselves this Constitution.

the theories



that people living in what isrights: Irishhad the now

Republic andcalled the Ireland in Northern Irelandof

together formed the Irish nation; that a nation has a right

to unity of territory in beform, it a unitarys ome as

federal state; that the Government of Ireland Actandor

1920 though legally binding, a violation of that nationalwas

right to unity which was superior to positive law".

people ofThus, the Northern Ireland were effectively, within

Irishthe law of the Republic, denied the inalienable right

to self-determination.

These provisions f u r t h e r defined in McGimpsey V Irelandwere

(19 9 0) by the Supreme Court. Articles 2 and 3, when read with

the Preamble, were deemed to that,mean

"The reintegration of the national territory Is a
constitutional imperative"

claim of Legal Right to the territory of Northern Ireland. This

leads to the conclusion that in Irish Law:-one

(i)

(ii)
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the recognition afforded by the Irish Government to Northern 
Ireland is (and can only be) that of de facto acknowledgement.

reference 
means

3 by the Supreme Court in this 
the multi-national agreements to 
a party concerning International 

the Helsinki Final Act of CSCE), can, 
domestic law, override the provisions of

the reference to Article 
case means that none of 
which the Irish Republic is 
frontiers (such as 
as a matter of 
Articles 2 & 3.

and a



fey51 ven the Irish Government

a matter of Irish constitutional law, entirely worthless

In this regard, the bygiven the Irish Governmentassurances
Irishthe Anglounder Agreement and were clearly knownare,

to be, entirely worthless.

This point was confirmed in the McGimpsey case when their senior

Mr Hugh O'Flaherty,counsel S.C., Mr Justice O'Flaher t ynow

of the Supreme Court Bench, quoted Article la. of the Anglo-Irish

Agreement....that the two Governments:-
"affirm that any change in the status
would only come about with the cons ent of majority ofa

the people of Northern Ireland".

Mr Owen Fitzsimons,

instructed by the Chief State Solid tor, sea thing in hiswas

response:-

"Now, Mr. O'Flaherty referred to Article 1, my Lord, headed

The Status of Northern Ireland.

a t the status of Northern Ireland, it is notlooksone

defined at all. It is carefully no t defined, my Lord,

carefully not defined".

MinistersIn f 0 u rt h epractice

in good faith nor behave honourably towardstoobligation to act

h e r e today.mee tVr.ionis I s theyw h om
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of Northern Ireland

silting opposite are under no

as far
are, as

When one reads that Article,

S.C. representing the Irish Government and

as the legal status of Northern Ireland is concerned.

In fact the Helsinki assurances

Their Constitution, as



4

interpreted by the Supreme Court; place 3 obligation uponan

them to seek to destroy Northern Ireland.

such an impediment to progress?

therefore,It is, mat ter for the present Irish Governmenta

clearly how it intendsto state worthwhile and binding

Unionist sagreement with under the auspice s of these talks.

prepared toIs it free itself from the constraints of the 1937

Constitution? It is incumbent Government ofupon the the Irish

finally demonstrateRepublic to its commitment to Iniernational

Law.

Irish ConstitutionThe position of the is properly an issue

clearly a matter relating thefor Strand 3, since it is t o

of the United Kingdom of Great BritainCons litutional position

be a matter for the two Governmentsand Nur them Ireland and must

t o agree.

that "nothing ist h e r ul eserve n o t i c eHowever, we

not e n ter intowe willagreed until everything is agreed", tha t

irredentistRepublic's h a r s h,thewhilstarrangementsany

extant. Our positionterritorial claim isuncompromisingand

International lav; on selfprinciples ofupon acceptedis based

Treaty ofand theCh arte rNationsUnit edt h edetermine lion,

Rome.

theof itsConstitution wasTh? Irish

within theaccepted doctrine"lebensraum" anwasconcept of
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How are we

a child

to make a

now, under

time, insofar as

to overcome



I

the 1330s.Europe of That doctrine

discredited after the horrendous sufferings of the 1940s and

has certainly Europe of today
toward the 21st century.

Terrorism and the rule providesof law absolutely crucialan

addressed. Surelybe allt o regret the wanton wastearea we

of so many lives the 20past years. Use of violence toover
further political objectives, and the equally immoral toleration

of such violence within a democracy are entirely unacceptable.

We would emphasise that the parties here today
in "peace talhs", because the belligerents cannot be afforded

a place the negotiating table with constitutional parties.a t

However, we would nut be engaging in the present dialogue if

did not consider that progress can be made to bringwe

abo u t a peaceful state of affairs in Ireland.

The problem appears to be, how democracy combat internal

terrorist forces and still remain a democracy?

We h a v e practical sugges tions t o put forward and will do s o

in a more detailed form, which will address the role of security

Islands and beyond. Comparisons willt h r o u g h o u. t thesea gencles

be drawn (and we will s ubmi t required) between thepapers as

and the other branches of slate institutionssecurity services

a ndb o ! h I n I r eland the I r i s li Republic. These willN o r I h e r n
terrorism can be comprehensively defeatedthat

real will to do so.
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no place within our as we progress

was, however, subsequently

are not involved

underline our view

where t lie re is a

does a



I

it is of rec o r d that theFor instance. a ma t ter bulk of recent

to Provisionallethal supplies IRA has been "imported” through

the Irish Republic. Although we accept that the Garda S i o c h a n a

committed to enforcing the rule of law, we will expandare fully
the view that much more can be achieved.

interna tional dimension.A further the of terrorismpaper on

with particular reference to the United Nations' actions against

Libya and Libya's response submitted. Anwill be is sue to be

addressed will be how we may set about securing full and adequate

reparation for the deep suffering inflicted upon our community.

We have expressed, in Strand 1, views on Human Rights andour

have submitted our proposals Bill of Rights for Northernfor a

reland. We will seek to expand this crucial topic­ in aupon

paper which will consider community law and precedent, and the

ffectiveness of such measures in securing individual and community

rights and freedoms. We also wish to consider the vexedmay

q u e s t i o n extradition.o f

When the Irish Republic's illegi timatc territorial claim is

better able t oremoved, v.' i 11 be respond the concerns oftowe

friendly neighbour; not least because what happens in Northerna

for theIreland have ramifications whole island. But thiscan

must, logically, be two-way and it will be easierprocessa

neighbour who can demonstrate that lieto do withbusiness a

does not demand more from, t !i a n he is prepared to concede to,
t he relationship.
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recognise that the island of Ireland isWe economically deprivedan

region or. the periphery of mainstream European Community activity.

Close co-operation between Northern Ireland and the Irish Republic

basis of equality is not only desirable, but may be crucial

in creating the prosperity that all our people deserve and expect.

theNo twiths t anding declared intent of Irish nationalism in

Poblach r.a hEireann (1916) wherein it asserted,

Consequently, it i s cle a r that Dublin only hasnow

for the wellbeing of t h e so-called minority community within

N c r 1 h e r r. Ireland. No r e 1 a t i o n s hi p succeed if it isnew can

of the Irish Republic's Government to persist

along such derisive and sectarian lines.

that the immoral use of violence by various

Northernin Ireland haspar a mill t ary organisations

and economic wellbeing of the citizens■;ffee t s a f e t ytheon
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proposals 
in

terms 
to,

Ke fur the r acknowledge

"... equal rights and equal opportunities to all its 
citizens, and declare its resolve to pursue the happiness 
and prosperity of the whole nation and of all its parts, 
cherishing all the children of the nation equally”.

"... put forward views and proposals on the modalities 
of bringing about devolution in Northern Ireland, insofar 
us they relate to the interests of the minority community".

on a

a concern

a direct

Irish Republic's Government under the 
A agio-Irish A g r e e m e n I n o w w i s h e s

re note that the
of Article 1(c) of the



the Republic. and that Government therefore hasDublinc f t h e

obliga tion t o facilitate stable political institutions inan

this portion of the United Kingdom.

Through our discussions seek ofwill supporting suchwayswe

by> definingobligation mechanism which will facilitatean a

dialogue thepermanent devolved administrationand pe rm:ta

and theBelfast Dublin Government a constant and ongoingin

method of doing business together.

Ulster Unionist Party, anticipateWe, within the that futureany

within therelationship island will no t only be cordial and

u:: t h : a t e:. i n g, b u I will be of las ting practical benefit for

people through closeall co-operation between both partsv u r

We intend to work unstin tingly;U. island.

End.
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to that end.


