
COMMON ISSUES AND PROPOSITIONS

AN ULSTER UNIONIST APPRAISAL

The Ulster Unionist Party welcomes the valuable debates1

that have taken place both in Plenary session andand discussions

the margins of the Conference.i n

for

to be aired in a manner that has not been possibleall parties

for 16 years .

t hethe views attributedWe recognise that2 t o

theConf erence,

i ssued to delegat es atdocumen t,

necessarily exhaustive. Tha t1991,Wednesday 26th June,

aspects of important issuesi s I o say, some

and will not be precluded fromtouched

fur ther negot i a t i ons .

add i t i on,In

Issues""CommonConf erence, but recognise thatattributed to the

the specificdocument does not reflect view

thei nassist delegatessubject , and that

preparing further papers of theirtask of o w n .

3 Cons t i t u t i ona 1 Status ami Guar an t ee

that Northernunanimous agreementb e 1 i e v e that there wasWe

part of Hie United Kingdom. I he Secre LarjIre1 and We favouri s a

of State's the House of Commons of 5th July, 1 990 ,own phrase i n
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are not

were only briefly

This has given an opportunity

upon or not at all,

I he vi ews

a wide variety of major and fundamental

the p a p e r was merely to

the close of proceedings on

we challenge the accuracy

as expressed in

of some of

of any Party on every

issues of concern to

"Common Issues and Propositions"



J

that

The Alliance Party of Northern Ireland in its statement of

a

The SDLP accepts,
of Northern Ireland as part of the United Kingdom. It will, by
definition, if it involves itself in any form of administration
in Northern Ireland, underline this acceptance by helping to
govern the Province as part of the United Kingdom. The SDLP

the removal of Northern Ireland from the United
Kingdom by consent and its incorporation into
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and
It 

and 
the

"Northern Ireland is part of. the United Kingdom in 
National and International law."

"We support the constitutional position of 
Northern Ireland as an integral part of the United 
Kingdom...The Union is in the best economic 
social interest of all citizens of the state, 
also implies British standards of democracy 
social justice....We are firmly committed to 
principle of devolved Government."

That party also states its objective at 2.1 as

an Irish Repub 1ic

"To contest elections in Northern Ireland with 
view to forming a Government".

aspires to

Her Majesty’s Government, together with the two Unionist parties

Principles of April, 1970, stated,

and the Alliance Party accept and support the constitutional .7^,'
position of Northern Ireland^

The SDLP, on the other’! hand, states in clause 2.4 of its
Constitution that it wishesjif'

i Filial«If"To promote the causeifpf; Irish unity based on the 
consent of the majority of people in Northern 
Ireland" :

for the timebeing, the constitutional position



independent from the United Kingdom.

We accept the right of

Irish Republic to aspire Ire!andIreland and the

in Northern 1 r c 1 and,the consent of andbased upon

the SDLP both by its Constitution and by itsrecognise that

this Conference is prepared in turn to accept the

position of Northern Ireland within the United Kingdom for the

mean t ime.

and deal with more fully in paragraph nine,

reject constitutional politics as

have forfeit cda 1 ong with other terrorists, t h eof change and,

this table.right to

Ir eI and Communit v4 Nature o f the Northern

frequently difficul.t andiden t i tiesDealing with communal i s

identities there arcmuch discussion took place to how manyas

recognise the contagion of t heI r e1 and.within Northern We

similarities andBritish Isles and suggest that no

a 1 r e a d y d e I i n e a t e <1.i den t i liest heclear

t h estated (ha tThe Alliance Party,

t heencapsulated the blurring of r a c i a 1name Mag inn is

And even though they speltIr e1 and.i s1 and o f

Iaken .the point w e 1 1the SDLP incorrectly, w a s

Nevertheless, the SDLP was c o r r e e t
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a major i ty

a place at

a method

a 11 endance a t

Irish Nationalists within Northern

Maginness of

there are many

in devoting considerable

to a United

the names of Ken

We recogni se,

cut distinction between

Ii nes on

that some nationalists

Maginnis of our Party, Martin McGuinness of Sinn Fein and Alban

in its Presentation.



I line to the concept of Irish identity. They summed up Irishness

the feeling of being a part 'widero f the ,as

island of Ireland'. A similar and equal 1y strong case could be

both in themade , that all of United Kingdom and inhowever, us ,

Irish Republi c, part of the larger Irish fami 1y withinthe are

this archipelago.

The movement for Home Rule,

former member of Grand Orange Lodge of Ireland, whoIsaac Butt, a

for Ireland than a system of government s i m i 1 a r t o

the entire island.

Charles Stewart Parnell, half Anglo-Irish and half American,

Confederation of Great Britain,

movement during the last three decades of the nineteenth century

to the 20th century and the founding of the

it should be remembered thatState,

t he Isle of Wight,

Mi i n Lancashi re. Patrickyeas

Thomas MacDonagh's mother.

Burgess and this later beelime

tradition within Irish nationalism most

hen .John Stephenson, former Lance Corporal in t he Bri Ii sh Armya

Camden Town, the Provisionalr om

RA.

We would sugges t that whereas there may be

ifference between the nationalists in Northern Ireland a nd the
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wished no more

and the entire nationalist

i further

Uathal Brugha was baptised Charlie

b old Stormont system for

emerged as Chief of Staff of

His successor,

recently seen

If we move

was dependent upon support from the

James Connolly was born in Edinburgh, whereas

a qnan I i t a I i ve

Pearse's father was English as was

Irish in Great Britain.

for example, was commenced by

Tom Clarke was brought up on

Irish family on the

gained control of the movement through the Home Rule

ael Davitt spend his formative



Irish in Great Britain, that

Irisli nationalists i s s i in i 1 a rThat the pos i t ion ofis
because each exists within the British state, bo th here

theand in Great Britain,
United Kingdom.

thousands of young'If there was
Irish people would not have left the Irish Republic each year t o
live in England 'beneath the jackboot of the oppressor'.

since the Irish Free State became the Irish Republic,S i m i 1 a r 1 y ,
there has been no evidence of the hundreds of thousands of Irish

living in the United Kingdom flooding back home.peop 1 e
to Irish Nationalism has historicallyThe British dimension

than the Ulster dimension and the Britishbeen more important
element of the Irish identity was elegantly and effectively

this week.
it would be incorrect that all Irish

'nationalists' throughout the centuries have desired independence
i s1 and of Ir e1 and.the Professor Rose till' University off r om

undertaken at the end of 1967, immediately before the ou tbreak
o f the current troubles that within Northern Ireland 3 3'7(1 of so-

actively supported 3 1% activelythe Un ion.
And recently Fathermo r c

McGra i1e i n study of political a t t i t u d e s i n ofa
Ire1 and found tha t the citizens of t he Irish

opposed to f i nd i ngs haveII i sw e r e

subsequently been borne out by surveys o f
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R e p u b 1 i c

a qualitative difference,

called nationalists

and many,

I ho Republ i c
a ma jority of

Irish unity.

f o r
trathclyde discovered in his study,

opposed it and 32% expressed no view.

to say,

unde r t aken on beha 1 f

described by Seamus Mallon earlier

the research for which was

In any case,

play a vital role in the workings of

there is no qualitative difference.

to assert



ERS 1 .
Ulster Unionists have often been described as people whoAs
identity crisis it might be useful

essential Britishness.be ourbe 1i eve t o
Great

the United Kingdom Government and Parliament forc r i t i c i s ed
decisions they have
have no difficulty in justifying this. To be British is to be
able to differ and disagree with our

government. We see
Engli sh/Br it i sh, Weish/Br it i sh Irish/Bri tish. The Un i t edor

theKingdom is
i nc1ud ing

culture and ethos which
but which has traditionallythis part of Ir e1 and,exclusive to

broad international outlook. s ing 1eUnionists do not have a
considerable diversity with inview of the Britishness there i s

and why not? We identity with t lie Head of Slateconimun i ly
being tlie personification of the British Nation, and t he

r i gh t, uphoIder o f and defenderthe Cons t i tu t i on.
the f a i tli.o f

take great Pride inWe her wider family,Queen,our o n r
armed forces, and the symbols of the na t ion, wh i ch i ncIude the

I r e 1 and. sough L par ti t i on of i s I and. a ndW e n e v e r
the wider nation with those whowanted to share res ide (hei n

R e p u b 1 i c .
We have common history and have faced shared adversity.a
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our

I h i s

legislators and our

symbol of

Great Britain. We identify with a
a sense of belonging to

have an

a coming together of different nations under

no conflict between being Scottish/British ,

a w i der na t i on,

had a

that we have severely

Guardian of our

stress was made on the fact

to set out what we

i s no t

taken with regard to Northern Ireland. We

Crown. We feel



the sacrifices

in the World Wars.

in April/MayBlitzthousand citizens of

like terrorist bullets of today did not

the politicaldistinguish Protestant from Catholic o r

the families huddled in bomb shelters.proclivities of

including Irish nationalistsWe see the as

gives the United Kingdomdiffering elements whichone of the many

imped i men tThere shouldstrength and diversity. toi t s

participation

creed, class,

5. Local I ns t i t u t i ons

overwhelming dissatisfaction with the presentThere is

method of governing Northern Ireland. theIo

local politicians. All of us

difficulties associated with day to day complaints made by

and the undemocratic and highly centralised methodconsti tuents,

fully endorse

the call for greater local political involvement i n the

the best

local 1y

responsibilities.

local Assembly has

at tributes i t is to be successful.1 f 1 i s t e dSome of

b e 1 o w : -
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elected Assembly with administrative and legislative'

British nation as

be no

governance of Northern Ireland,

One obvious example of this was

method of

Reference was made

these are

in the nation's affairs as

doing so as being the creation, by Parliament,

gender or aspiration.

of our young men

that over one

"powerless state" of

this city died during the

to have ce r t a i n

1941; German bombs

o f a

and we see

f administering Northern Ireland. Ulster Unionists

We believe that a

In addition, we are mindful

know the

a result of colour,



i

i i

thisUlster Unionists have to

these with the otherand weConf erence,

Her Majesty's Government. hope that thisWeand withParties

will be the next step.

i s t ha t each partyThe guiding

in the community,commensurate with its supportrole

partiesthosewish to point out t ha thowever, or

rights in thisindividuals who espouse violence forfeit their

r egard) .

I ha I the

interests of their respective electorates threat cned. Weno ta r e

envisage the involvement a I
the highest level Assembly. that

the 1973 and 1982 models inheren 11 y unwo r k ab1 e .

6 Re 1 a t i onsh i p between Nor them

Uni ted Ki ngdom

The practical expression of this relationship i s t he

I he constitutional parties I re 1 andof No rt he rn

in the United Kingdom. however.Here. as we

expressed to the Conference, 1 ies of deep anxiety I o

Unionists. Nor thern Ir e1 and 1 eg i s1 a t i on is dealt mos t

disadvantageous way in Parliament r csu1t of I he Order i n
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The Structure must be workable and durable, and not capable 
of being held to ransom by a few cranks or malcontents.

It should bring to Northern Ireland a political 
accessibility which is sorely lacking today.

a number of proposals

(we would,

participation of

will have a

are anxious to share

table al

in any

Ir e1 and and t he r est o f t h e

principle of our proposals

openness and

t he Par1i amen t of

Experience has shown

as a

a cause

of all major constitutional parties

Participation of all Party representatives ensures

of devolution are

w i t h i n a



Counc i1 sys tcm, to bad Government andand con L r i bu t es to

the position of Northern Ireland within t he

frustration i stin i t cd Ki ngdom. cans cd M ember::Grea t

Parii amen t and i t is also t he r i gh t sa

the people of Northern Ireland. We strongly suggest t ha Iof 11 c r

Majesty's Government should rectify this by the methods s e t on t

our Party's name 1y, by ensuring that legislationPresentation;in

non-transferred matters should be handled in aon

regions of the United Kingdom.that affecting other and I ha I a

the opera lion of t he

theNor them 1as

Select Commi 11 ees.

7 Ex Ic rna1 Relationships

(i) Irish Republic

Unionists wish to r e 1 a 1ionships w i th I he I r i :;h Repub I i es ce

regularised and normalised. This will r equir e dec i s i on by I hea

the Irish Repub 1i c repudiate L h e i rto

the 1937 Constitution, and d<’<: i s i onthisupon

the basis for relationship between theres t s pl’op I I h eo fa new

British Isles.

A r ecogni t i on by the representatives of cons I i I u t i ona1

t he right of Northern Ir e1 and e x i s t will helpto

build trust be 1 ween the tradition s w i I h i n Ibistwo Prov i nee.up

such a recogni t ion will be lessBu I a

i in i 1 a r dec 1 ar a t i on by I he Irish Republic I ha I No rI hern I r I a nd

has 1 egi t imacy. It may be that the wording con I a ined in I lie
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to
^^lect Committee be established to monitor

of

oilier De pa r t men I a

people of
N^^thern Ireland in

nationalism of

e 1 a i m o v e r

uncertainty over

fundamental violation of

I o on r

Ir e1 and Office on same basis

than complete without

s imi1 ar manner



tion of Agreement) Act,
Ireland toThis Act which transferred powers

and Government of Northern Ireland recognised thethe Par 1i amen t
necessi ty,

being,spoke ofand

the territorial claim out of
the

"totality of Relationships" throughout the British Isles.the
Links could be forged at Governmental, Parliamentary and regional
levels.

a new
"wider, embracing British/Irish Agreement,all co-extensi v e to

Is1amis."in the British As

our Party Leader pointed out during questioning by Eddie McGrady.
such an Agreement would ameliorate I r i s li peop 1 eof
within Great Britain, t he ambi tw i t h i n

the Anglo-Irish Diktat.of The right of the Government of I he
Irish Repub lie its ci t i z e n s r e s i d e n t

the United Kingdom is
e1 emen t relationships between

the United Kingdom and t he And . need 1 ess
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or 
between

might mar 
of friendly relations 
and peop les,"

Ireland (Confirma

"to avoid 
retard 

the said governments

the position

"uni ted 
aid one 
comradeship..."

Irish Republic.

in amity...and being 
another in a spirit

a new all embracing agreement

any causes of friction which 
the further growth

the corollorary would also be essential. a man i fes t a t i on of

road is open for

within Great Britain with
the rights of

the entire territory of both nations

1925 would be of value.

an essential

the way,

in the improvement of
the Government of

to represent

I o s a y ,

With the barrier of

from the Council of

In particular, we would refer to our proposal for

who do not currently fall

to deal with

resolved mutually to 
of neighbourly



to
at Parliamentary and regional level, a

scouri t y . po 1 i t i <:n I a nd
these relationships within and betweenstructural expression of

(ii) European Community.
the European Communily in

the affairs of both the Irish Republic and the United Kingdom.
the power and influence of t he

Community has grown dramatically during the two decades in which
the United Kingdom has been a member.
developments, is unlikely that the nature of Europeani t
Community involvement in the affairs of both the United Kingdom
and the Irish Republic will diminish.

The reality of membership of I he
Community has seen it

its birth, and espouse r ecogni t i on of t hea
strength of divergence and of its the wider world.

continue r ecogn i se the Europeant o
Par1i amen L the Unit cd

Brussels and Strasbourg.

Order

an acceptance by I he Conference that
no political accommodation in itself will succeed in eliminating
Ie r ro rism. the who It'
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of

Si Ii es I o r a I ion o f Pub 1 i c

the Irish Republic's

role within

and we have prepared

nationalism which saw

law abiding community

Ulster Unionists will

this process Unionists would fully participate

Kingdom and through the efforts of our MEP 'lr .Jim Nicholson at

our commitment

Whether one likes it or not

We are anxious

dimension by participation in the

the British I s1ands.

We recognise the significance of

there is

turn its back upon the narrow parochial

comprehensive paper on the legal.

We note that

Irrespective of f u t u r e

to see



p 1 ay i Is par t

feel that t hey haveUnionists wish to point out

the manpower

the security forces, and that this has exposed t hethat makes up

sectarian pogrom for two decades.

tremendous gratitude to those who in theserve

security forces.

recognising that Northern Ireland nationalists haveWhi1st

the security forces, that the

the Royal Ulster Constabulary and the Ulster Defencearmy ,

do a professional job in very difficult c i r cums t an cos .Reg i men t

note the increase in minority membership of the RUC andWe

particular support for the large numbers of Romanregister

Catholics who the community withinserve

security organisations. firm belief that11 the less t han

total support for the SDLP

reduces t lie potential for greater i nvo1vemeut i n

f r om Any

ko o 1 i t i c a 1 solution t o Ir e1 and has as

ingredi ent comp 1e t e, bu t unquest i on i ng,no t suppor t

for the forces of

The Ulster Unionist Party endorses I o c a I i npu t

into bu t s uch inns t be

t oken i nvo1v emen I i n I h e d e c i i ona

making process.

9 I nil i v i d n a I R i gh I s

emergency legislationto I h e s I a I u t es e e on
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the value of

effective and not merely be

forces by young men and women

registered concern about

Unionist community to violent

1 aw and order.

is our

We express a

to bear an enormous burden in providing the bulk of

security measures and arrangements,

We do not wish

the RUC and the L'DR by members of

we believe

the mi nor it j' community.

the s e c u ri ty

in fighting terrorism from whichever quarter.

that our electors

the various

an essential

the conflict within Northern

the ranks of



boo k al Ie r naI i v cbu tday longer than is necessary, a ta s c e. no

the margins t opresent.

draw support away from terrorists.

involvedis important inno tI t arc a

Such conference would of neccss i t y i nc1udea

ail combatants and

with their Loyal i s tProv i s iona1 IRA or coun t crparIs.

do accept that toward political accommoda t i onBut we

the pre-conditions whereby peaceand stability could help set

could be achieved,

vigorously implemented.po 1 i c i es :

is t ha t valueI t in

the protection of t he i nd i v i dual. We shall shor11y table

While recognising t he cons t ra i n I s of I he

we also believe tha I t he freedom ofc urrent

t he eommun i ty is on 1 y the freedom of each i nd i v idiia 1as

wi thin i t .

We do not accept that machinery Io deal w i I. h individual

rights mi nor i ty gr i e vane or; .to correct

f c w o f c i t i z cns w i thin Mor I. hern 1reI and

distinguish a Protestant f r oni a Catholiccan o r

National i s t .

I 1 Endo r s eiui'ii I

A ma ,j o r o b j e c I. i on to the Ang1o-Irish Agr '.'emeu t I ha I I hei

people of Northern have opporIun it y Io endorsean

ICG.RE1/1 2 8/"'

a move

the problems faced by our

security situation,

f i oiu a

a Bi 1 1

a major

a L'n i on i s I

our belief

Ireland did not

A political accommodation could help at

we see no value in negotiating either with the

secure as

peace conference.

to recognise

of Rights would be of

would be exclusively

that we

paper on such a Bill.

but only if accompanied by effective security


