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opportunity.

With very best wishes.

i

I found my visits to the various prisons a most useful and enlightening 
I should like to drop a note of thanks to each of the 

Governors, but my atrocious memory for names has let me down.

Mr Denis Stanley
Prison Regimes Department
Northern Ireland Office

Dr John T Aiderdice 
PARTY LEADER

f1'

Would you be good enough to send me a list of the names and forms of 
Address of the Governors of the 5 establishments.

Stormont Castle 
Stormont Buildings 
BELFAST
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Dear
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"Teaching them to 

observe all things 

that I have commanded 

you . . . " Mat. 28. v. 20.

N.I. BT66 6AS

Lurgan 6088

Director : 
Ian Major 
9 Carnegie Street 
Lurgan 
Craigavon 
Phone:

I wish to bring to your attention a life-sentence prisoner in HMP 
Maghaberry who will shortly be having an official review. I have pastored 
him for several years and hold him in the highest regard both as a true 
Christian and as a truly rehabilitated citizen. This opinion is shared 
by many pastors, police officers, probation workers and fellow prisoners 
who know him.
Billy Mitchell is from Carrickfergus, where his wife Mena and children 
Julianne and Cameron still reside. His current address is:~

86/88 William Mitchell 
Foyle House (1) 
HMP Maghaberry (M) 
Old Road
Upper Ballinderry 
LISBURN BT28 2PT

I've asked Billy to briefly introduce himself to you:
" Prior to the outbreak of the 'troubles' I lived an ordinary run-of-the- 
mill life and, except for the odd youthful phase of reckless living, I 
was generally lawabiding and respectable (in a wordly manner). My 
involvement with politics started off in my early twenties through support 
for local Unionist politicans and Orange membership. As the political 
temperature rose during the late sixties I was drawn more deeply into 
politics and orangism and tended to support the Unionist 'right' led by 
Paisley, Craig and Boal. Being unrestrained by any depth of real 
religious principles I drifted towards political militancy and, when the 
troubles broke out into street violence, I was a natural candidate for the 
emerging paramilitary organisations on the loyalist side. As the street 
violence developed into terrorism and the paramilitaries became more 
organised structurally and more militant operationally I was soon playing 
a leading role in the organisational and propaganda strategies of my own 
group and, for several years, held a senior position on the command staff. 
At the beginning, and for the first few years of the troubles, I believe 
that I was genuinely motivated by political ideals and I was able (then) 
to justify my involvement with violence on the grounds of political 
expediency. About mid-197i|-, around the time of the UWC strike, I began 
to have doubts about the sincerity of the paramilitaries in general and 
many of my own associates in particular. Indeed I began to have serious 
doubts about the sincerity of Unionist-Loyalist politics as a whole. 
However I was so hardened to the violence and caught up in the web of the 
paramilitary sub-culture that I was content to go along with the crowd
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Ian Major
9 Carnegie Street
Lurgan
Craigavon N.I. BT66 6AS

"Teaching them to 

observe all things 

that I have commanded 

you ..." Mat. 28. v. 20.

(Cont'd)
and allow the momentum of the troubles to push me forward. Although 
neither I nor my co-accused were personally involved in the pre-operational 
conspiracy, or in the kidnapping of the victims or in their actual shooting, 
I have always (since becoming a Christian) accepted the fact that I am 
morally guilty of complicity in the offence and hence morally guilty of 
murder. Not only so, I have also accepted the fact that as a high- 
ranking officer in a terrorist organisation I am morally guilty of all the 
offences perpetrated by that organisation during my term of membership;
and I believe that I am also guilty for the legacy of hatred and violence 
which my generation of paramilitants passed on to the next, and succeeding 
generation.
My first few years in prison were spent in much soul searching as I 
attempted to analyse just exactly why I had been involved and where I 
heading now that I had been hit with a life sentence. Outwardly, I 
remained a staunch paramilitary 'hawk' and played a leading role within 
the compound command structure; inwardly I was trying to find meaning’and 
purpose to life. I am an avid reader with a natural gift for scan 
reading and retaining information in my head, so when I say that I read 
almost every book in the prison library that touched on politics and

Not only so, I was 'into' the occult, 
By August of 1979 I was convinced

philosophy, I am not exaggerating, 
para-psychology, and existentialism, 
that politics, philosophy, religion and psychology were all bunkum - man 
made devices to account for, or to resolve, human problems and to make 
some sense of life. For several months I drifted along believing that 
human existence was a huge accident - and a bad one at that - and that the 
only sensible philosophy was 'eat, drink and be merry for tomorrow we die 
(be anniliated)1. Then in November 1979> when totally hostile to all 
forms of religion and philosophy and without any evangelism from other 
folk, I became suddenly convinced that God existed and that meaning and 
purpose could be found in Jesus Christ. Whatever happened to me during 
those few November days led me to embark upon a spiritual odyssey which 
has taken me via conversion, consecration and committment to my present 
state of absolute assurance in the truth and veracity of the Christian 
faith and my development of a distinctively Christian world and life view. 
It is almost nine years since I made that initial committment to Christ 
and, notwithstanding the fact that I have undergone many traumatic 
experiences and crises of faith here in prison, the Lord has enabled me to 
grow in grace and maturity and has strengthened my faith and committment 
beyond belief.
It is my belief, based on a variety of compelling evidences and 'leadings', 
that I have a contribution to make to society in the field of Christian 
Caring and Reconciliation amongst offenders, ex-offenders, potential
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offenders and people-at-risk. I believe that the Lord has equipped me 
spiritually and physically to engage in each a ministry when it pleases 
Him to have me released. Whether that will be full time or part time is 
something that the Lord will reveal when the time comes."

Billy is now in his 13th year of imprisonment and I am certain he (and 
others like him) would be a real asset to our community and a means of 
reconciliation and healing should he be released in the near future.
If you could offer Billy a job of any type, especially in the Carrickfergus 
or Craigavon areas, then I would be glad to hear from you. A short letter 
of support for his parole would be welcome in any case.
If you can, please reply within the next few weeks as a September Review 
is expected.
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Minister of State

1988

am
The agreed times are:

At each establishment,

JOHN STANLEY

DMC/1861

Arrangements have been made for you to see prisoners James Mervyn 
Stalford and Harold Baxter during your visit to HM Prison, Maze, 
and prisoner Robert Norman Davis at HM Prison, Maghaberry.

6 “

Dr John T Alderdice
The Alliance Party of Northern Ireland
88 University Street
BELFAST
BT7 1HE

You should bring with you some means of identification to enable 
you to gain access to the prisons.
I hope that these visits will meet your requirements and I welcome 
and appreciate your interest in, prison matters.

I am pleased to confirm the arrangements which have been made for 
your forthcoming visits to prisons and young offenders centres in 
Northern Ireland.

An official from Prison Service Headquarters will be available to 
accompany you on your tour of each establishment. At the start of 
your visit to Belfast prison, Mr Carol Jackson, the Headquarters 
Director of Regimes, will give you an introductory briefing to the 
prison system as a whole. At each establishment, lunch will be 
provided.

HM Prison Belfast, 26 July 1988 at 10.00 am
HM Prison, Maghaberry, 29 July 1988 at 10.30 am
HM Prison, Maze, 2 August 1988 at 10.00 am
HM YOC, Hydebank Wood, 5 August 1988 at 10.30 am
HM Prison, Magilligan, 16 August 1988 at 10.30 am
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I hope this is helpful.

JOHN STANLEY

JW 10469

I shall be very happy to 
ie Maze,

NORTHERN IRELAND OFFICE 
STORMONT CASTLE 
BELFAST BT4 3ST
Tel. Belfast (0232) 63011
Telex 74272

Dr John T Alderdice
The Alliance Party of
Northern Ireland

88 University Street
BELFAST
BT7 18G

Perhaps I should make 
you should allow a

Thank you for your letter of 15 March, 
make arrangements for you to visit any or all the prisons, 
Belfast, Magilligan and Maghaberry Male and Female, and also the 
Young Offenders Centre at Hydebank Wood. I am asking a member of 
the Prisons Department to get in touch with your office at Alliance 
Party Headquarters to arrange suitable dates, 
the suggestion that if you can spare the time, 
full half-day for all the visits, treating the Maghaberry complex 
one; certainly at least that long is necessary to make a proper 
visit to the various areas at Maze.

There will be no difficulty about your seeing the prisoners at Maze 
individually. Perhaps you will give the details of those concerned 
when the visit is being arranged.
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JTA/MA 24 August 1933

Again my sincere thanks and best wishes.

Dr John T Alderdice
PARTY LEADER

I trust that it will help me make political judgements with benefit or 
a fuller understanding of the prison situation.

Mr Duncan McLaughlan
The Governor
HM Prison, Maghaberry
Old Road
Upper Ballinderry
LISBURN
BT28 2PT

Just a very brief note to thank you most sincerely for giving so generously 
of your time during my recent visit. A very serious situation is developing 
in the province, and it has been of great value to me to have seen the 
whole range of prison establishments, and to have had a chance to listen 
attentively to the views of people like yourself.



24 August 1938JTA/MA

Again my sincere thanks and best wishes.

I trust that it will help me make political judgements with benefit of 
a fuller understanding of the prison situation.

Dr John T Alderdice 
PARTY LEADER

Mr Bob Gibson 
The Governor
MM Prison, Maze
Halftown Road
Maze
LISBURN
BT27 5RE

Just a very brief note to thank you most sincerely for giving so generously 
of your time during ny recent visit. A very serious situation is developing 
in the province, and it has been of great value to me to have seen the 
whole range of prison establishments, and to have had a chance to listen 
attentively to the views of people like yourself.



24 August 1933JTA/MA

Just a very brief note

Again iny sincere thanks and best wishes.

1 trust that it will help me make political judgements with benefit of 
a fuller understanding of the prison situation.

Mr Tom Murtagh
The Governor
The Young Offenders Centre
Hospital Road
Hydebank Wood
BELFAST
BT8 SNA

Dr John T Alderdice 
PARTY LEADER

to thank you most sincerely for giving so generously 
of your time during my recent visit. A very serious situation is developing 
in the province, and it has been of great value to me to have seen the 
whole range of prison establishments, and to have had a chance to listen 
attentively co the views of people like yourself.



JTA/MA 24 August 1988

Again my sincere thanks and best wishes.

Mr Hugh McCutcheon
The Governor
KM Prison, Magilligan
Point Road
LIMAVADY
Co Londonderry
BT45 6LR

Dr John T Alderdice 
PARTY LEADER

I trust that it will help me make political judgements with benefit of 
a fuller understanding of the prison situation.

Just a very brief note to thank you most sincerely for giving so generously 
of your time during my recent visit. A very serious situation is developing 
in the province, and it has been of great value to me to have seen the 
whole range of prison establishments, and to have had a chance to listen 
attentively to the views of people like yourself.
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24 August 1983JTA/MA

Again my sincere thanks and best wishes.

Mr Bill O'Loughlin 
The Governor
HM Prison, Belfast 
Crumlln Road 
BELFAST 
BT14 6AE

Dr John T Aiderdice
PARTY LEADER

I crust that it will help me make political judgements with benefit of 
a fuller understanding of the prison situation.

Just a very brief note to thank you most sincerely for giving so generously 
oi your time during my recent visit. A very serious situation is developing 
in the province, and it has been of great value to me to have seen the 
whole range of prison establishments, and co have had a chance to listen 
.’.ttentively to the views of people like yourself.


